
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT  

FOR THE EASTERN OF TEXAS 

SHERMAN DIVISION 

 

USA FLAG, LLC   

 

Plaintiff, 

 

 

v. 

 

USA FOOTBALL, INC.    

 

Defendant.  
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§ 

§ 

§ 

§ 

 

 

 

 

CIVIL ACTION    

PLAINTIFF USA FLAG, LLC’S ORIGINAL COMPLAINT 

 

Plaintiff USA Flag, LLC (“USA Flag”) files this Original Complaint against 

Defendant USA Football, Inc (“USAFB”). In support, USA Flag respectfully alleges the 

following: 

I. PARTIES 

1. Plaintiff USA Flag is a Texas limited liability company with its principal 

place of business at 209 Trailwood Drive, Allen, Texas 75002.  USA Flag is located in 

Collin County, which is within the Sherman Division of this judicial district. 

2. Defendant USAFB is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation organized under 

the laws of Virginia, with its headquarters at 45 N. Pennsylvania Street, Suite 800, 

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204. 

II. JURISDICTION & VENUE 

3. This case involves claims for infringement of a registered and common 

law trademark, false designation of origin, and unfair competition.  This Court has 

jurisdiction over the subject matter of the claims stated herein pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 

Case 4:24-cv-01054     Document 1     Filed 11/26/24     Page 1 of 24 PageID #:  1



2 

§§ 1121(a), 1331, 1338(a), 1338(b), and 1367. 

4. This Court has personal jurisdiction over USAFB inasmuch as USA 

Football has intentionally promoted and sponsored flag football events that have taken 

place, or that will take place, within this judicial district, and has also solicited 

individuals and entities who are located in this judicial district for participation in such 

events.  On information and belief, such events will be conducted in accordance with 

some or all of the rules that USAFB refers as “USA FlagTM” rules.  See Exhibits 1-4, 

attached hereto. 

5. In addition, on information and belief, USAFB sponsors or sanctions flag 

(?) football leagues in Argyle, Texas (Denton County), Trophy Club, Texas (at 2775 

Bobcat Blvd., Trophy Club, Texas 76262, which is Byron Nelson HS, in Denton 

County), and in Frisco, Texas (Collin County).  USAFB’s website, which identifies these 

leagues also references and links to USAFB’s “Football Development Model” webpage, 

which also uses “USA FlagTM” in multiple places.  See Exhibits 1 - 4, attached hereto. 

6. Venue is proper in the Eastern District of Texas pursuant to 28. U.S.C. § 

1391 because a number of the acts or omissions giving rise to or related to the claims 

set forth herein occurred within the Eastern District of Texas. USAFB solicits and 

conducts business related to the subject matter of this action within the Eastern 

District of Texas and is thus subject to personal jurisdiction within the Eastern District 

of Texas. For example, USAFB has member organizations located in Collin County, 

Texas and has promoted and scheduled an upcoming flag football talent identification 

camp located at The Star in Frisco, Texas scheduled for December 1, 2024.  

Case 4:24-cv-01054     Document 1     Filed 11/26/24     Page 2 of 24 PageID #:  2



3 

 

See Exhibit 5.  
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III. FACTUAL BACKGROUND 

THE PARTIES 

 

USA Flag 

  

7. USA Flag is a prominent flag football organization based in Allen, Texas, 

dedicated to advancing the sport of flag football in the United States. USA Flag 

operates some of the largest flag football tournaments globally and is recognized as a 

leading brand and provider within the sport. While not directly responsible for 

selecting the members of the national flag football teams for the U.S. Olympic team, 

USA Flag nevertheless plays a pivotal role in the ultimate selection and support of 

national teams by providing elite flag football players a venue in which to compete, 

tournaments in which to participate, and also by coaching them.  Thus, USA Flag plays 

an important role in contributing to the development and recognition of flag football on 

both national and international stages.  

8. USA Flag hosts a variety of flag football tournaments and camps catering 

to different age groups and skill levels. These events range from regional qualifiers to 

national and world championships, offering teams opportunities to compete at various 

skill levels. USA Flag also provides sanctioning services for flag football events, 

ensuring they meet established standards and contribute to the sport’s growth. 

Sanctioned events are recognized and integrated into the broader competitive 

framework of flag football. USA Flag also places a strong emphasis on youth 

participation by organizing tournaments specifically designed for young athletes. 

These events aim to develop skills, promote sportsmanship, and foster a love for the 

game among younger players. 
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USA Football 

9. USAFB is a non-profit organization headquartered in Indianapolis, 

Indiana. USAFB provides resources and training for coaches, players, and parents to 

promote safe and effective football practices. USAFB offers certification courses for 

tackle and flag football coaches, focusing on health, safety, and effective coaching 

techniques. 

10. USAFB organizes trials and events for athletes aspiring to join U.S. 

National Teams in both tackle and, more recently, flag football disciplines. Trials 

provide a platform for players to demonstrate their skills and potentially represent the 

country in international competitions. USAFB’s notable event is “The One Flag 

Championship,” which is an invite-only tournament featuring top teams from across 

the nation. See Exhibit 12. 

11. As alleged above, USAFB also sponsors or sanctions several flag football 

associations in Denton and Collin Counties that incorporate elements of USAFB’s 

Football Development Model.  Notably, USAFB’s website references “USA Flag” on its 

Football Development Model webpages as well as on its flag football Rules booklets on 

its website. See Exhibit 4.  

12. USAFB has organized a flag football Talent ID Camp in Frisco, Texas, in 

collaboration with the Dallas Cowboys.  This camp is scheduled to take place on 

December 1, 2024.  See USAFB Instagram Posts dated October 21 & 30, 2024, at 

Exhibits 6 & 7; Exhibit 5.  This camp provides athletes aged 11-18 an opportunity to 

showcase their skills and potentially earn invitations to USA Football’s 2025 U.S. 

National Team Trials or selection for USA Football’s Select Teams. 
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13. Participation in USAFB Talent ID Camps requires players and coaches to 

be enrolled members of USAFB through USAFB’s online membership portal. 

Membership provides individuals access to the full range of resources and materials 

provided by the organization. Members are granted access to official USAFB rulebooks 

and playbooks that guide gameplay, strategies, and adherence to safety protocols. Upon 

information and belief, these rulebooks are the same as shown in Exhibits 8, 9, 10 and 

11 attached hereto, which utilize the “USA Flag” mark. USAFB also provides practice 

plans and guidelines that align with their Football Development Model (FDM). The 

USAFB’s FDM webpage is attached hereto as Exhibits 4 & 13. Members also gain 

access to USAFB’s webinars, training videos, and digital libraries designed to improve 

skills, game understanding, and coaching strategies.  

USA Flag’s “USA Flag” Trademark 

14. USA Flag is the “owner of the “USA Flag” trademark, registered with the 

United States Patent and Trademark Office on the Supplemental Register as 

Registration No. 7,290,036, with a registration date of January 23, 2024, in 

International Class 41 for: arranging and conducting of sports events; arranging and 

conducting youth sports programs in the field of flag football; and sport camp services. 

See Exhibit 16. 

15. USA Flag also owns common law rights in the “USA Flag” mark based on 

its consistent and ongoing usage of the mark in connection with flag football 

tournaments, events, camps, clothing, and other goods and services. 

16. USA Flag’s first use of its trademark in commerce dates back to October 

28, 2019, and has been in consistent use ever since by USA Flag (or its affiliated 
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company FFWCT, LLC) demonstrating continuous and exclusive use in connection 

with its services. 

17. USA Flag’s “USA Flag” trademark registration is attached hereto as 

Exhibit 16 and incorporated herein by reference. 

18. USA Flag has developed significant goodwill and recognition in the “USA 

Flag” trademark, both registered and at common law, amongst players, coaches, 

sponsors, and other partners in the flag football industry. USA Flag promotes its 

products and services through various channels, including the internet and social 

media, thereby building a recognizable brand identity under the “USA Flag” 

trademark. 

19. The USA Flag trademark, both registered and at common law has 

established a strong secondary meaning in the flag football community throughout the 

United States by virtue of its extensive activities and significant social media presence. 

The organization boasts over 156,000 followers on Instagram with widespread 

recognition and engagement among flag football enthusiasts.  

20. USA Flag organizes and operates official qualifying Open, National, and 

World Championship flag football tournaments across the United States. These events 

are managed by USA Flag’s dedicated staff and offer participants USA Flag ranking 

points. Winners receive paid entries to USA Flag’s Nationals or Worlds, underscoring 

the tournaments’ prestige and significance in the industry.  

21. USA Flag also hosts flag football tournaments globally. All official USA 

Flag regional and State Championship events are conducted by top flag football league 

and tournament organizers nationwide. These events contribute to USA Flag's ranking 
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system and serve as feeders into its National and World Championship tournaments.  

22. A notable example is the annual Flag Football World Championships, the 

upcoming iteration of the event scheduled for January 15-19, 2025, in Tampa Bay, 

Florida. This premier event is expected to attract over 1,200 flag football teams, 10,000 

athletes, and a total attendance of 25,000 people. The tournament will be broadcast on 

CBS Sports Network and available online via the CBS Sports app, reflecting its 

prominence in the sports community. See USA Flag Press Release at Exhibit 14. 

23. Through these initiatives and activities, USA Flag has cultivated a strong 

distinctive identity and reputation within the flag football sector, reinforcing its “USA 

Flag” mark, both registered and at common law, having strong secondary meaning and 

goodwill in the flag football industry and among stakeholders and the relevant 

consuming public. 

Trademark Infringement by USAFB 

24. In 2024, with full, actual knowledge of USA Flag’s trademark registration 

and trademark rights, and entirely without authorization, USAFB brazenly began 

using “USA Flag” as a trademark within the past few months, including branding 

materials with “USA Flag” prominently in commerce, including on its official website, 

training and promotional materials, and in their rulebooks. One explicit example is 

shown in the USAFB’s 2024 “The One Flag Championship” Rulebook: 
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See Exhibit 9. 

25. USAFB also prominently displays the “USA Flag” with a trademark (™) 

designation on its website, misleading consumers regarding its association with USA 

Flag’s brand. A clear and blatant example of this is shown on USAFB’s FDM webpage 

below: 
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See Exhibit 4, https://fdm.usafootball.com/game-types/non-contact, dated November 

15, 2024.  

26. Other examples of USAFB’s willful trademark infringement may be seen 

in Exhibits 4, 8-11, 13 & 19, attached hereto. 

27. USAFB’s infringement is particularly egregious and willful inasmuch as 

it filed its own trademark application for “USA Flag” and its application has been 

refused registration based on USA Flag’s existing registration.  See Exhibits 17-19, File 

History for USAFB Application (split into three parts because of length). 

28. Additionally, USAFB has admitted infringement by submitting under 

penalty of perjury a specimen of use of the “USA Flag” trademark to the United States 

Patent and Trademark Office and claiming a date of first use of “[a]t least as early as 

08/05/2024” in connection with the mark.  See Response to Office Action, beginning at 

page 86 of Exhibit 19. 

29. Further, USAFB actively engages individuals and organizations in Texas 

and around the country to enroll in its programs by offering various fee-based services 

and materials to organizations, coaches, and players. Through enrollment with 

USAFB, members are provided guides, operations and promotional resources, 

rulebooks, playbooks, and templates, along with other credentials and recognition by 

USAFB. Examples of materials and resources provided to members are shown below: 
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Exhibit 15. 

30. Many of these materials, including the guides and rulebooks, are branded 

with the “USA Flag” mark and prominently displayed throughout the content of these 

publications. See Exhibits 4, 8-11, 13 & 19. 

31. “USA Flag”-branded content, promotional materials, rulebooks, resource 

guides, and other materials branded as “USA Flag” create a likelihood of confusion, 

deception, and/or mistake in that they lead local leagues, players, and coaches to 

believe they are purchasing resources or services connected to USA Flag, leading to 

loss of goodwill and brand recognition for USA Flag. 

32. USAFB’s willful and unauthorized use of “USA Flag” is likely to cause 

confusion, mistake, or deception among consumers regarding the affiliation, 

connection, or association between USA Flag and USAFB, thereby limiting the 

distinctive quality of USA Flag’s mark and allowing USAFB to ride on USA Flag’s 

coattails in terms of the value of the “USA Flag” brand already built by USA Flag. 

33. USAFB’s use of “USA Flag” has not only misled consumers but has also 
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unjustly enriched USAFB by capitalizing on USA Flag’s established brand identity and 

goodwill in the marketplace. 

34. Because of USAFB’s intentional use of the same mark as USA Flag’s 

mark, for related goods and/or services, and the substantial confusion and damage 

being caused thereby, and the ongoing nature of the same, injunctive relief is necessary 

to bring such consumer confusion and damage to a prompt halt. 

V.  CAUSES OF ACTION 

 

Count 1 – Trademark Infringement under the Lanham Act – 15 U.S.C. § 1114 

 

35. The foregoing paragraphs are incorporated by reference as if set forth 

herein for all purposes.  

36.  This claim is against USAFB for infringement of USA Flag’s trademark 

under the Lanham Act, 15 U.S.C. § 1114. 

37. USA Flag is the owner of the “USA Flag” trademark, registered with the 

United States Patent and Trademark Office under Registration No. 7,290,036, effective 

as of January 23, 2024, on the Supplemental Register, in International Class 41 for: 

arranging and conducting of sports events; arranging and conducting youth sports 

programs in the field of flag football; and sport camp services. Exhibit 16. 

38. USA Flag’s first use of the mark in commerce in connection with flag 

football events dates back to at least as early as October 28, 2019. 

39. USA Flag’s trademark possesses secondary meaning in light of the 

substantial marketing and promotion of its flag football tournaments, camps, and 

related services by USA Flag for the past several years and its widespread public 

recognition as the source of such flag football tournaments, camps, and related services. 
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40. In 2024, USAFB began using the “USA Flag” mark, or a confusingly 

similar variant, in connection with its flag football tournaments, training camps, 

rulebooks, website, and other promotional materials. 

41. USAFB has branded online materials, rulebooks, promotional materials, 

and other materials with the USA Flag mark, including the use of a ™ symbol, falsely 

implying ownership or exclusive rights to the mark. 

42. USAFB has used, and is using, the “USA Flag” mark in such a way that 

is causing actual confusion and that is likely to cause confusion, to cause mistake, or 

to deceive as to the affiliation, connection, or association between USAFB and USA 

Flag and USA Flag’s trademark.  USAFB has undertaken such acts willfully, 

intentionally, and without permission or authorization from USA Flag, and USA Flag 

has been and will be substantially damaged by USAFB providing related services 

under the “USA Flag” mark or similar name(s), which is identical in their looks and 

sounds and is therefore confusingly similar to USA Flag’s trademark and a counterfeit 

thereof. 

43. USAFB used and is using in commerce “USA Flag” in a manner which 

creates actual confusion, mistake, and deception, as well as a likelihood of confusion, 

mistake, or deception as to the origin, sponsorship, or approval of USAFB’s events and 

related services by USA Flag. 

44. USAFB has, therefore, directly and/or indirectly infringed and is directly 

and/or indirectly infringing in violation of the Lanham Act, 15 U.S.C. § 1114. 

45. USAFB commenced its commercial use of said mark after USAFB knew 

of USA Flag’s prior adoption, ownership, and commercial use of its trademark in 
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connection with sports events, youth sports programs, sports camp services, clothing, 

and related goods and services, respectively, such that USAFB’s adoption of said mark 

was a blatant attempt to trade on USA Flag’s goodwill and reputation.  In fact, 

USAFB’s attempt to register its “USA Flag” mark was met with a refusal to register in 

the United States Patent and Trademark Office based on USA Flag’s registered 

trademark.  USAFB’s infringement of USA Flag’s trademark is, therefore, willful and 

deliberate. 

46. Because USAFB’s acts have been committed willfully, intentionally, and 

with the intent to benefit from USA Flag’s goodwill, this is an exceptional case, and 

USA Flag is entitled to recover its attorneys’ fees, costs, and expenses associated with 

this action. 

47. Because of USAFB’s acts of willful trademark infringement, USA Flag is 

entitled to recover its damages and USAFB’s ill-gotten gains as available under the 

Lanham Act. 

48. By reason of USAFB’s acts of trademark infringement, USA Flag has 

suffered and will continue to suffer irreparable injury unless and until this Court 

enters an order enjoining USA Flag from any further acts of trademark infringement. 

49. By reason of USAFB’s acts of trademark infringement, USA Flag has 

suffered and will continue to suffer irreparable injury unless and until this Court 

enters an order enjoining USAFB from any further acts of trademark infringement.  

USAFB’s continuing acts of trademark infringement, unless enjoined, will cause 

irreparable damage to USA Flag in that it will have no adequate remedy at law to 

compel USAFB to cease such acts.  USA Flag will be compelled to prosecute a 

Case 4:24-cv-01054     Document 1     Filed 11/26/24     Page 14 of 24 PageID #:  14



15 

multiplicity of actions, one action each time USAFB commits such acts.  USA Flag is 

therefore entitled to a preliminary injunction and a permanent injunction against 

further infringing conduct by USAFB and those in concert with USAFB and those 

directing the infringing conduct, including the owners, officers, and directors of 

USAFB. 

Count 2 – Trademark Infringement under the Lanham Act – 15 U.S.C. § 

1125(a) 

 

50. The foregoing paragraphs are incorporated by reference as if set forth 

herein for all purposes.  

51. This claim is against USAFB for infringement of USA Flag’s trademark 

under the Lanham Act, 15 U.S.C. § 1125(a). 

52. USA Flag is the owner of the “USA Flag” registered trademark for use in 

connection with arranging and conducting of sports events including flag football 

camps and tournaments, as well as arranging and conducting youth sports programs 

in the field of flag football. It is also the owner of the “USA Flag” common law 

trademark for use in connection with clothing. 

53. USA Flag’s first use of the mark in commerce dates back to at least as 

early as October 28, 2019, demonstrating continuous and exclusive use in connection 

with its flag football-related services. 

54. USA Flag’s trademark possesses secondary meaning light of the 

substantial marketing, promotion, and use of the market and in connection with its 

flag football tournaments, camps, and related services by USA Flag for the past several 

years and its widespread public recognition as the source of such flag football 
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tournaments, camps, and related services. 

55. In 2024, USAFB began using the identical “USA Flag” mark, or a 

confusingly similar variant thereto, in connection with its flag football tournaments, 

training camps, rulebooks, website, and other promotional materials. 

56. USAFB has branded online materials, rulebooks, promotional, and other 

materials with USA Flag’s mark, including the use of a ™ symbol, falsely conveying to 

the relevant consuming public its ownership or exclusive rights to the mark. 

57. USAFB has used, and is using, the “USA Flag” in such a way that is 

causing actual confusion, mistake, and/or deception, and that is likely to cause 

confusion, to cause mistake, or to deceive, as to the affiliation, connection, or 

association between USAFB and USA Flag and its mark.  USAFB has brazenly 

undertaken such acts willfully, intentionally, and without permission or authorization 

from USA Flag, and USA Flag has been exceedingly damaged by USAFB providing 

related services under the “USA Flag” or similar name(s), which is confusingly similar 

to, if not substantially indistinguishable from USA Flag’s mark, if not a counterfeit 

thereof. 

58. USAFB used, and is using, in commerce “USA Flag” in such a way so as 

to create actual confusion, mistake, and deception, as well as a likelihood of confusion, 

mistake, or deception as to the origin, sponsorship, or approval of USAFB’s events and 

related services by USA Flag. 

59. USAFB has therefore directly and/or indirectly infringed, and is directly 

and/or indirectly infringing in violation of the Lanham Act, 15 U.S.C. § 1125(a). 

60. USAFB commenced its commercial use of said mark after USAFB knew 
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full well of USA Flag’s prior adoption, ownership, and commercial use of the mark in 

connection with flag football tournaments, camps, events, and the like such that 

USAFB’s adoption of said mark was a blatant attempt to trade on USA Flag’s goodwill 

and good reputation.  In fact, USAFB’s attempt to register its “USA Flag” mark was 

met with a refusal to register in the United States Patent and Trademark Office based 

on USA Flag’s registered mark.  USAFB’s infringement of USA Flag’s mark is therefore 

willful and deliberate. 

61. Because USAFB’s acts have been committed willfully, intentionally, and 

with the intent to benefit from USA Flag’s goodwill, this is an exceptional case, and 

USA Flag is entitled to recover its attorneys’ fees, costs, and expenses associated with 

this action. 

62. Because of USAFB’s acts of willful trademark infringement, USA Flag is 

entitled to recover its damages and USAFB’s ill-gotten gains as available under the 

Lanham Act. 

63. By reason of USAFB’s acts of trademark infringement, USA Flag has 

suffered and will continue to suffer irreparable injury unless and until this Court 

enters an order enjoining USA Flag from any further acts of trademark infringement. 

64. By reason of USAFB’s acts of trademark infringement, USA Flag has 

suffered and will continue to suffer irreparable injury unless and until this Court 

enters an order enjoining USAFB from any further acts of trademark infringement.  

USAFB’s continuing acts of trademark infringement, unless enjoined, will cause 

irreparable damage to USA Flag in that it will have no adequate remedy at law to 

compel USAFB to cease such acts.  USA Flag will be compelled to prosecute a 
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multiplicity of actions, one action each time USAFB commits such acts.  USA Flag is 

therefore entitled to a preliminary injunction and a permanent injunction against 

further infringing conduct by USAFB and those in concert with USAFB and those 

directing the infringing conduct, including the owners, officers, and directors of 

USAFB. 

Count 3 - False Designation of Origin under the Lanham Act 

15 U.S.C. § 1125 (a) 

 

65. The foregoing paragraphs are incorporated by reference as if set forth 

herein for all purposes. 

66. USA Flag uses its “USA Flag” trademark throughout the United States 

in connection with flag football events, tournaments, camps,  youth sports programs, 

sport camp services, and related services, and has done so since at least as early as 

October 28, 2019 without material interruption. 

67. USA Flag’s trademark possesses secondary meaning, substantial 

associated goodwill, is distinctive, and distinguishes USA Flag’s services from those of 

its competitors, including USAFB. 

68. USA Flag’s trademark is strong in light of the substantial marketing and 

promotion of its sports events, youth sports programs, sport camp services, clothing, 

and related goods and services for multiple years, the revenues from such services, and 

its widespread public recognition. 

69. USAFB’s use of the same “USA Flag” mark in connection with their flag 

football events, camps, and related services is a false designation of origin in that their 

services are not provided by, nor in any way associated with, USA Flag, and as such, it 
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has created, and creates a likelihood of confusion, mistake, or deception among the 

relevant consuming public relative to USA Flag’s mark and its genuine sports events, 

youth sports programs, sport camp services, and related services. 

70. With USAFB offering for sale and selling flag football events, camps, and 

related services—USA Flag has no control over the quality of the events and services 

provided and sold under USAFB’s confusingly similar “USA Flag” mark. Because 

USAFB’s events and related services are inferior to USA Flag’s, USA Flag’s valuable 

goodwill, developed at great expense and effort, is being harmed by USAFB’s 

unauthorized use of the same mark and provision of the same or highly similar goods 

and services in association therewith, and, as such, USA Flag is at risk of further 

financial and reputational harm. 

71. The goodwill associated with USA Flag’s business under the “USA Flag” 

trademark is of substantial value, and USA Flag will suffer irreparable harm should 

USAFB’s false designation of origin be allowed to continue to the detriment of USA 

Flag’s reputation and goodwill. 

72. At all times relevant to this action, including the when USAFB first 

adopted the USA Flag mark as its own, commenced its commercial use of said mark in 

connection with flag football events and related goods and services, after USAFB knew 

of USA Flag’s prior adoption, ownership, and commercial use of the “USA Football” 

trademark in connection with sports events, youth sports programs, sport camp 

services, clothing, and related goods and services, respectively, USAFB’s adoption of 

said mark was a blatant attempt to trade on USA Flag’s goodwill and good reputation.  

USAFB’s false designation of origin is therefore willful, knowing, and deliberate. 
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73. Because USAFB’s acts have been committed willfully, intentionally, and 

with the intent to profit from USA Flag’s goodwill in its trademark, this is an 

exceptional case, and USA Flag is entitled to recover its attorneys’ fees, costs, and 

expenses associated with this action. 

74. Furthermore, in light of USAFB’s willful and intentionally infringing 

activities, USA Flag is entitled to recover USAFB’s profits and USA Flag’s damages, 

trebled, pursuant to 15 U.S.C. §§ 1117(a) and 1117(b). 

75. USAFB’s falsely designating the origin of the goods they are selling will 

continue unless enjoined. 

Count 4 – Unfair Competition under the Lanham Act – 15 U.S.C. § 1125(a) 

 

76. The foregoing paragraphs are incorporated by reference as if set forth 

herein for all purposes. 

77. USA Flag’s trademark is wholly associated with USA Flag because of its 

continuous and extensive use in connection with flag football tournaments, events, 

camps, clothing, and similar goods and services, and as such USA Flag is deserving of 

having its mark adequately protected with respect to the conduct of its business. 

78. USAFB’s willful use of the same mark in connection with its flag football 

events and related goods and services comprises unfair competition in that customers 

and/or would-be customers have been and/or are likely to be confused, deceived, and/or 

mistaken concerning the origin of services having the same or nearly identical mark 

associated with them in the marketplace, as well as the existence of an affiliation, 

connection, or association between USA Flag and USAFB. 

79. In addition, with full knowledge that USA Flag has been using the “USA 
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Flag” trademark for multiple years before USAFB’s first use of such mark, USAFB is 

essentially attempting to steal all of the secondary meaning, goodwill, and recognition 

in the eyes of the relevant consumers and stakeholders.  This is grossly unfair to USA 

Flag and is tantamount to intentional theft. 

80. USAFB’s aforesaid acts, and each of them, constitute unfair competition 

in violation of 15 U.S.C. 1125(a).  USAFB has undertaken such acts willfully, 

intentionally, and without permission or authorization from USA Flag. 

81. As a direct and proximate result of the aforesaid acts of unfair 

competition, USAFB has wrongfully taken USA Flag’s profits and the benefit of its 

creativity and investment of time, energy and money, and have similar injured USA 

Flag’s reputation and standing in the community by providing substandard goods and 

services that have been associated with or attributed to, or are likely to be associated 

or attributed to, USA Flag.  USAFB should therefore disgorge all profits from the 

provision of their counterfeit, infringing, inferior products and services, and further 

should be ordered to perform full restitution to USA Flag as a consequence of their 

unfairly competitive activities, including all costs related to reputation restoration by 

a qualified professional in that field.  USAFB is also liable for any incidental, 

consequential, or other monetary damages proximately caused by their unfairly 

competitive activities.   

82. By reason of USAFB’s acts of unfair competition, USA Flag has suffered 

and will continue to suffer irreparable injury unless and until this Court enters an 

order enjoining USAFB from any further acts of unfair competition.  USAFB’s 

continuing acts of unfair competition, unless enjoined, will cause irreparable damage 
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to USA Flag in that it will have no adequate remedy at law to compel USAFB to cease 

such acts.  USA Flag will be compelled to prosecute a multiplicity of actions, one action 

each time USAFB commits such acts, and in each such action, it will be extremely 

difficult to ascertain the amount of compensation which will afford USA Flag adequate 

relief.  USA Flag is, therefore, entitled to a preliminary injunction and a permanent 

injunction against further unfairly competitive conduct by USAFB and those in concert 

with USAFB and those directing the unfairly competitive conduct. 

VI.  CONDITIONS PRECEDENT 

 

83. All conditions precedent to USA Flag’s right of recovery on the causes of 

action pleaded herein have been performed, have occurred, or have been excused. 

VII.  ATTORNEY’S FEES 

84. USA Flag incorporates by reference the allegations contained in the 

foregoing paragraphs. 

85. USA Flag has found it necessary to employ the services of the undersigned 

attorneys to represent them and have agreed to pay the reasonable fees, costs, and 

expenses incurred in prosecuting its claims against USAFB. 

86. USA Flag seeks recovery of its attorneys’ fees, costs, and expenses 

pursuant to any applicable contractual or statutory provision at law or at equity, for 

which it now sues, particularly where, as here, this is an “exceptional” case.  

VIII.  PRE-JUDGMENT AND POST-JUDGMENT INTEREST 

87. As a result of USAFB’s conduct, USA Flag has been damaged and is 

entitled to recover pre-judgment and post-judgment interest at the highest rate allowed 

by law.  
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IX.  PRAYER 

For the reasons stated above, Plaintiff USA Flag, LLC prays that, on final 

hearing, it have judgment in its favor and against Defendant USA Football, Inc., for 

the following: 

(1) For an order preliminarily and permanently enjoining the USAFB, and 

their agents, servants, attorneys, and employees, and all other persons 

acting in concert with them, from committing any further acts of 

counterfeiting, trademark infringement, false designation of origin, and 

unfair competition relative to USA Flag and its “USA Flag” trademark; 

 

(2) For an order directing USAFB to file with this Court and to serve on the 

USA Flag within thirty (30) days after service on USAFB of the injunction 

granted herein, or such extended period as the Court may direct, a report 

in writing, under oath, setting forth in detail the manner and form in 

which USAFB has complied with the injunction and order of the Court; 

 

(3) For a judgment that USAFB has willfully committed trademark 

infringement, false designation of origin, and unfair competition; 

 

(4) For a judgment that USAFB has committed conversion of USA Flag’s 

trademark and is liable for all damages and attorneys’ fees and costs 

under Indiana’s conversion and Crime Victim’s Relief Act statutes. 

 

(5) For a judgment requiring USAFB to account for, and to pay USA Flag, all 

profits derived by USAFB from their selling of counterfeit, infringing, 

unfairly competitive services; 

 

(6) For a judgment requiring USAFB to pay for all damages USA Flag has 

suffered by virtue of USAFB’s infringing and unfairly competitive 

activities, and false designation of origin, to be trebled because USAFB’s 

unlawful actions were committed willfully and intentionally; 

 

(7) Damages in for all general and special damages USA Flag has incurred 

as a result of USAFB’s conduct referenced herein;  

 

(8) Reasonable and necessary attorney’s fees, including, but not limited to, 

the Court deeming this to be an “exceptional case” within the meaning of 

15 U.S.C. § 1117(a)(3), and awarding USA Flag its attorneys’ fees, 

expenses, and costs incurred herein; 

 

(9) Pre-judgment interest at the highest rate allowed by law; 
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(10) Post-judgment interest at the highest rate allowed by law; 

 

(11) The award of all costs; and, 

 

(12) All further relief to which it may be justly entitled. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

SCHEEF & STONE, L.L.P. 

 

 

By:       /s/ Mark D. Nielsen  

Bryan Haynes 

Texas Bar No. 09283520 

Bryan.Haynes@solidcounsel.com 

Mark D. Nielsen  

Texas Bar No. 24062361 

Mark.Nielsen@solidcounsel.com 

Taylor L. Harris 

Texas Bar No. 24081810 

Taylor.Harris@solidcounsel.com 

2600 Network Blvd., Suite 400 

Frisco, Texas 75034 

(214) 472-2100 Telephone 

(214) 472-2150 Telecopier 

    

ATTORNEYS FOR  

PLAINTIFF USA FLAG, LLC 

 

 

 

DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL 

Plaintiff USA Flag, LLC hereby demands a trial by jury on all issues raised by 

the Complaint that are triable by jury. 
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GO BACK

Enter your zip code

FRISCO FOOTBALL LEAGUE

MILE RADIUS

DISCOVER FOOTBALL

11/19/24, 8:12 AM Frisco Football League | USA Football League Finder

https://leaguefinder.usafootball.com/leagues/frisco-football-league 1/4
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2024 ENROLLMENT S TATUS

ENROLLED WITH USA FOOTBALL

Find out more about the USA Football Enrollment

ACHIEVEMENT S

ALL COACHES CER TIFIED BY US A F OO TBALL

S ATISFY INSURANCE REQUIREMENT

DISCOVER FOOTBALL

11/19/24, 8:12 AM Frisco Football League | USA Football League Finder

https://leaguefinder.usafootball.com/leagues/frisco-football-league 2/4
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COACHES AND VOL UNTEERS RECEIVED BACKGROUND CHECKS

ABOUT

Playing with the Frisco Football League isn't just about touchdowns and tackles; it's about creating memories
and fostering a love for the game that lasts a lifetime. Here, all kids are welcomed with open arms, regardless
of skill level or experience. Whether you're a seasoned athlete or just starting out, there's a place for you in our
football family. The emphasis is not only on winning games but also on fostering teamwork, sportsmanship,
and personal growth. https://www.friscofootballleague

FOLLOW US

24 49 YUMA DRIVE

LITTLE ELM

75068

GAME T YPES OFFERED

FULL CONTACT

S E A S O N  S TA R T

8/10/2024

R E G I S T R AT I O N  S TA R T  D AT E

3/20/2024

R E G I S T R AT I O N  E N D  D AT E

5/4/2024

FULL CONTACT

Map data ©2024 Google

DISCOVER FOOTBALL

11/19/24, 8:12 AM Frisco Football League | USA Football League Finder

https://leaguefinder.usafootball.com/leagues/frisco-football-league 3/4
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S E A S O N  S TA R T

8/10/2024

R E G I S T R AT I O N  S TA R T  D AT E

3/20/2024

R E G I S T R AT I O N  E N D  D AT E

5/4/2024

NON-CONTACT

S E A S O N  S TA R T

8/10/2024

R E G I S T R AT I O N  S TA R T  D AT E

3/20/2024

R E G I S T R AT I O N  E N D  D AT E

5/4/2024

SCHOL ARSHIP OPPOR TUNITIES

THE FFL OFFERS FULL AND PAR TIAL SCHOL ARSHIPS T O FAMILIES WHO MAY NEED HELP.

FROM FLAG TO TACKLE, THERE ARE MORE

PATHS TO PLAY FOOTBALL THAN EVER BEFORE.

Learn how the game is advancing with the
Football Development Model

DISCOVER FOOTBALL

11/19/24, 8:12 AM Frisco Football League | USA Football League Finder

https://leaguefinder.usafootball.com/leagues/frisco-football-league 4/4
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GO BACK

Enter your zip code

ARGYLE YOUTH FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION

YOUR LOGO HERE

2024 ENROLLMENT S TATUS

ENROLLED WITH USA FOOTBALL

Find out more about the USA Football Enrollment

MILE RADIUS

DISCOVER FOOTBALL

11/19/24, 8:11 AM Argyle Youth Football Association | USA Football League Finder

https://leaguefinder.usafootball.com/leagues/argyle-youth-football-association 1/4
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ACHIEVEMENT S

ALL COACHES CER TIFIED BY US A F OO TBALL

S ATISFY INSURANCE REQUIREMENT

COACHES AND VOL UNTEERS RECEIVED BACKGROUND CHECKS

ABOUT

Looks like this league is missing some information. If you’re the league commissioner, please update this
information by logging into the dashboard.

DISCOVER FOOTBALL

11/19/24, 8:11 AM Argyle Youth Football Association | USA Football League Finder

https://leaguefinder.usafootball.com/leagues/argyle-youth-football-association 2/4
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VISIT WEBSITE FOLLOW US

8905 BALTUSROL DR

FLOWER MOUND

75022

GAME T YPES OFFERED

FULL CONTACT

S E A S O N  S TA R T

8/5/2024

R E G I S T R AT I O N  S TA R T  D AT E

4/1/2024

R E G I S T R AT I O N  E N D  D AT E

7/1/2024

FULL CONTACT

S E A S O N  S TA R T

8/5/2024

R E G I S T R AT I O N  S TA R T  D AT E

4/1/2024

R E G I S T R AT I O N  E N D  D AT E

7/1/2024

Map data ©2024 Google

DISCOVER FOOTBALL

11/19/24, 8:11 AM Argyle Youth Football Association | USA Football League Finder

https://leaguefinder.usafootball.com/leagues/argyle-youth-football-association 3/4
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FROM FLAG TO TACKLE, THERE ARE MORE

PATHS TO PLAY FOOTBALL THAN EVER BEFORE.

Learn how the game is advancing with the
Football Development Model

DISCOVER FOOTBALL

11/19/24, 8:11 AM Argyle Youth Football Association | USA Football League Finder

https://leaguefinder.usafootball.com/leagues/argyle-youth-football-association 4/4
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Enter your zip code

BOBCAT YOUTH FOOTBALL

2024 ENROLLMENT S TATUS

ENROLLED WITH USA FOOTBALL

Find out more about the USA Football Enrollment

MILE RADIUS

DISCOVER FOOTBALL

11/19/24, 8:10 AM Bobcat Youth Football | USA Football League Finder

https://leaguefinder.usafootball.com/leagues/bobcat-youth-football 1/4
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ACHIEVEMENT S

ALL COACHES CER TIFIED BY US A F OO TBALL

S ATISFY INSURANCE REQUIREMENT

COACHES AND VOL UNTEERS RECEIVED BACKGROUND CHECKS

PREVIOUSLY ACHIEVED TIERS

DISCOVER FOOTBALL

11/19/24, 8:10 AM Bobcat Youth Football | USA Football League Finder

https://leaguefinder.usafootball.com/leagues/bobcat-youth-football 2/4
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Find out more about the League Excellence Program

ABOUT

BYFO is a Football, Cheer and Dance organization for players that are zoned for Byron Nelson High School. We
will establish a young athletic sports program by offering a safe, and fun atmosphere that will: mold character
and create role models; positively and constructively impact players, coaches, volunteers, and the community.
We shall grow in character, discipline, and leadership to the maximum degree needed for success in both
sports and life.

VISIT WEBSITE FOLLOW US

2775 BOBCAT BLVD

TROPHY CLUB

TX 76262
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FULL CONTACT
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6/30/2024

FULL CONTACT

S E A S O N  S TA R T

Map data ©2024 Google

DISCOVER FOOTBALL

11/19/24, 8:10 AM Bobcat Youth Football | USA Football League Finder
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8/5/2024

R E G I S T R AT I O N  S TA R T  D AT E

4/1/2024

R E G I S T R AT I O N  E N D  D AT E

6/30/2024

NON-CONTACT

S E A S O N  S TA R T

8/5/2024

R E G I S T R AT I O N  S TA R T  D AT E

4/1/2024

R E G I S T R AT I O N  E N D  D AT E

6/30/2024

FROM FLAG TO TACKLE, THERE ARE MORE

PATHS TO PLAY FOOTBALL THAN EVER BEFORE.

Learn how the game is advancing with the
Football Development Model

DISCOVER FOOTBALL

11/19/24, 8:10 AM Bobcat Youth Football | USA Football League Finder
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FUN / FAST / FUNDAMENTALS
 
In the Football Development Model, �ag football and other non-contact Game Types are the �rst step in the Game Type
progression.
 
Flag is a great way to introduce foundational football skills players will use in all versions of the game like contact, as well as
other sports. Some athletes decide to stay in �ag forever, while others progress to contact versions of the game. The goal is to
set them up for success for wherever their football journey takes them.
 

USA FLAG

Experience the excitement of the game – without contact. Flag football is the heart of Non-
Contact, and it’s a fun and fast-paced Game Type that can be played at any age and on various
�eld sizes.

FLAG FOOTBALL

TM

NON-CONTACT GAME TYPE

9/11/24, 9:06 AM Flag Football (Non-Contact)| The Football Development Model

https://fdm.usafootball.com/game-types/non-contact 1/12
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USA FLAG
NON-CONTACT BRINGS NEW PEOPLE TO FOOTBALL

USA FOOTBALL'S ROLE & THE GROWTH OF THE GAME
 

As football’s governing body, USA Football is the sole US member of the International Federation of American Football (IFAF).
We are recognized by the United States Olympic & Paralympic Committee, and we are proud to join IFAF and the NFL to

advocate for �ag football’s inclusion in the 2028 Olympic Games. We create and deliver best-in-class resources, standards
and experiences for every football family member to pursue and enjoy America’s favorite sport, from youth to elite U.S.

National Teams. 

TM

ON THE RISE
 

25%
INCREASE

 
in �ag participation

since 2015 – an increase of 300,000 players

PARENTS SPEND
 

62%
LESS

 
money on �ag football than the average sport like baseball, basketball and soccer

GIRL POWER
 

5
TIMES

 
more girls play �ag than tackle - showing the excitement they have for America's favorite sport

MORE DIVERSITY
 

46%
OF PLAYERS

 
in �ag are minorities, making this a great way to connect with everyone in your community

Source:

9/11/24, 9:06 AM Flag Football (Non-Contact)| The Football Development Model
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USA Football 2019 Participation Report

Source:
2019 Aspen Institute Survey via ESPN

Source:
 USA Football 2019 Participation Report

Source:
USA Football 2019 Participation Report

FOR FLAG FOOTBALL ORGANIZATIONS

TOOLS TO START & SCALE
 

We're here to help your whole �ag football program run smooth with the free resources below. 
Keep reading to see what you can unlock when you enroll your organization with USA Football.

 
 

IFAF FIVES RULES
Learn more about the rules the U.S. Flag National Teams play by for the World Games and international competition.

 
Acces s t he Rules

USA FLAG  FIVES
Learn more about 5v5 rules based on IFAF's of�cial �ag rules and designed for age-appropriate league or tournament play in

the United States.
 

Acces s t he Rules

TM

USA FLAG  SEVENS
Learn more about 7v7 rules based on IFAF's of�cial �ag rules and designed for age-appropriate league or tournament play in

the United States.
 

Acces s t he Rules

TM

THE ONE FLAG CHAMPIONSHIP & SERIES
Squad up and compete in �ag football’s premier tournament series and championship – The One.

 

9/11/24, 9:06 AM Flag Football (Non-Contact)| The Football Development Model
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Lear n Mor e   View Tour nament Rulebook

USA  FLAG
NON-CONTACT

RESOURCE GUIDE
 

 
 

DOWNLOAD NOW

TM 

COMMISSIONER Q&A:
ADDING NON-CONTACT
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RE AD NOW

IMPLEMENTATION PREVIEW:
ADDING NON-CONTACT

 

 
 

ACCES S NOW  

PARENT PERSPECTIVE: FLAG IS A GREAT ENTRY POINT
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RE AD T HE AR T ICLE

COACH PLANNER APP
SKILLS & DRILLS

 

 
 

LE ARN MORE

WEBINAR: FLAG SKILLS,
DRILLS & OPERATIONS
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WATCH T HE RECORDING

NON-CONTACT FLAG FOOTBALL PLAYBOOKS, EQUIPMENT & MORE

GET EVEN MORE TOOLS TO SUCCEED

ENROLLMENT RESOURCES
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO PLAY

 

 
Enroll to get tools and insights that make it easy to start playing �ag.

 
From tips on registering your business to playbooks to coach certi�cation and emergency action plans, organizations that enroll

with USA Football have everything they need at their �ngertips.
 

 
 

ENROLL NOW

FLAG EQUIPMENT
LOOK GOOD, PLAY GOOD
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No �ag football experience would be complete without the equipment.

 
Streamline purchasing and ordering �ag football equipment by enrolling.

 
Enrolled organizations have quick access to receipts and a full dashboard to easily access resources and the equipment store.

 
 

ORDER EQUIPMEN T

FLAG TOURNAMENT
USA FOOTBALL'S THE ONE

 

 
Bring your best and get ready for the biggest test your team has ever had to face.

 
Participate in USA Football's The One - the �ag national championship - and see how your team stacks up against the best.

 
Click the button to see how your organization can get involved.

 
 

LE ARN MORE

USA  FLAG

NON-CONTACT INSIGHTS

TM
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CHASE YOUNG
ON HIS FLAG EXPERIENCE

JOE THOMAS
ON FLAG & CONTACT

P.J. FLECK
ON FLAG AS FOOTBALL

FINDING THE RIGHT LEAGUE PARTNER

NON-CONTACT ORGANIZATIONS

As the sport's national governing body, we're here to help you �nd the right groups to work with to
help your organization achieve success. Whether you work with us directly or one of these

organizations, you'll �nd success with Non-Contact.
 
 
 

 
 

USA Football helps organizations get resources and tools for this fast growing game type that �ts the Football Development
Model.

 
 

CON TACT US

 
 

9/11/24, 9:06 AM Flag Football (Non-Contact)| The Football Development Model
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SIGN UP TO STAY CONNECTED
Receive updates and more information on the future of football.

GE T UPDAT ES

 
 

With 1,600 locally operated leagues and over 500,000 youth athletes, NFL FLAG is the only place where �ag players wear
of�cial NFL gear. 

 
 

LE ARN MORE

 
 

 
 

i9 Sports® offers youth �ag football leagues in communities across the nation. They offer youth sports leagues, camps and
clinics for kids 3 and up.

 
 

LE ARN MORE

 
 

 
 

Football 'N' America (FNA) is a non-contact youth co-ed �ag football league for children in grades K-10, co-founded by
quarterback Drew Brees.

 
 

LE ARN MORE

HOW YOUR ORGANIZATION CAN GET STARTED
 
More ways to play doesn't have to be overwhelming. For help on getting started, contact us.
 

CON TACT US

 

9/11/24, 9:06 AM Flag Football (Non-Contact)| The Football Development Model
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GO BACK

Enter your zip code MILE RADIUS

USA FOOTBALL'S TALENT ID CAMP - DALLAS

TALENT ID CAMP CAMP PARENT

PRICE

$69.00

DEC

1

CAMP

DISCOVER FOOTBALL

11/21/24, 1:04 PM USA Football's Talent ID Camp - Dallas | USA Football

https://leaguefinder.usafootball.com/event/event-usa-footballs-talent-id-camp--dallas-frisco-2024-12-1-1 1/3
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REGISTER

DATE & TIME

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2024

9:00 AM - 5:00 PM

AGE RANGE

10 - 19 YEARS OLD

EVENT LOCATION

1 COWBOYS WAY

FRISCO TX

75034

ABOUT THIS EVENT

USA Football's Talent ID Camps provide athletes with the opportunity to develop their skills and
get scouted for Select Teams and the U.S. Flag National Team.
 
Whether you're just starting out and looking to find that winning edge, or ready to put your skills
on display for our scouts, this event gives you a chance to compete and showcase your abilities
alongside some of the top rising flag athletes in the country. 

Talent ID Camps include 1v1 competitions, 5v5 scrimmages, physical testing, and awards for
sportsmanship and performance. Each talent evaluation is designed to help develop and evaluate
your game, showcase play at an elite level, and test your speed, agility, explosiveness, and power. 

Athletes who stand out in Talent ID Camps can be invited to a Select Team and raise their game as
they train and compete in USA Football's Select Bowl. Top performances through the cycle will
earn invites to the U.S. National Team Trials, where athletes compete to earn a spot on the U.S.
Flag National Team.

If you want to talk to a National Team Development Program representative, click here.

*Please note that all athletes will be assigned a session time closer to their Talent ID camp.
Session groups are based off of age, gender, and number of athletes attending. An athlete's

DISCOVER FOOTBALL

11/21/24, 1:04 PM USA Football's Talent ID Camp - Dallas | USA Football

https://leaguefinder.usafootball.com/event/event-usa-footballs-talent-id-camp--dallas-frisco-2024-12-1-1 2/3
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session times will typically be 3 hours.
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Definitions

BOUNDARY LINES  The outer perimeter lines around the field. They include the sidelines and back of 
the end zone lines.

LINE OF SCRIMMAGE  (LOS) an imaginary line running through the point of the football and across the 
width of the field.

LINE-TO-GAIN The line the offense must pass to get a first down or score.

RUSH LINE An imaginary line running across the width of the field seven yards 
(into the defensive side) from the line of scrimmage.

OFFENSE The team with possession of the ball.

DEFENSE The team opposing the offense to prevent it from advancing the ball.

PASSER The offensive player that throws the ball and may or may not be the quarterback.

BLITZER 
The Identified Defensive Player that is at least 7 yards from the line of scrimmage 
assigned to rush the quarterback to prevent him/ her from passing the ball by 
pulling his/her flags or by blocking the pass.

RUSHER Any player who legally crosses the line of scrimmage.

DOWNS (1-2-3-4) The offensive team has four attempts or “downs” to advance the ball. 
It must cross the line to gain to get another set of downs or to score.

LIVE BALL 
Refers to the period of time that the play is in action. Generally used in regard to 
penalties. Live ball penalties are considered part of the play and must be enforced 
before the down is considered complete.

DEAD BALL Refers to the period of time immediately before or after a play.

WHISTLE
Sound made by an official using a whistle that signifies the end of the play or  
a stop in the action for reporting a penalty, a timeout, halftime or the end of  
the game.

INADVERTENT WHISTLE Official’s whistle that is performed in error.

CHARGING
An illegal movement of the ball-carrier directly at a defensive player who has 
established position on the field. This includes lowering the head or initiating 
contact with a shoulder, forearm or the chest.

FLAG GUARDING
An illegal act by the ball-carrier to prevent a defender from pulling 
the ball-carrier’s flags by stiff arm, lowering elbow or head or by blocking access 
to the runner’s flags with a hand or arm or ball.

SHOVEL PASS A legal pitch attempted behind the line of scrimmage.

UNSPORTSMANLIKE 
CONDUCT A rude, confrontational, physical or offensive behavior or language.

RIGHT OF PLACE (ROP)

Right of place is given to any stationary players who maintains normal player 
posture and make no movements in any horizontal direction to change their 
position. A purely vertical movement, including a lift from the ground, in order to 
throw or catch a pass does not mean that a previously established right of place 
has been lost. Right of place supersedes right of way when determining who is 
guilty of a foul.

RIGHT OF WAY

Right of way is given to a player according to rule who has established a direction 
of movement in a regular manner and does not alter that direction. A player with 
right of way has a higher privilege when determining who is guilty of a foul than 
all other players except those with right of place.
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USA FLAG™ 7'S RULEBOOK
RULE 1: GAME, FIELD, BALL, AND EQUIPMENT

SECTION 1: GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 1. Coin Toss

  a.  At the start of each game, captains from both teams meet at midfield for the coin toss to 
determine who starts with the ball. The visiting team calls the toss.

  b.  The winner of the coin toss has the choice of offense or defense. The loser of the coin toss has 
the choice of direction. Possession changes to start the second half to the team that started the 
game on defense. Teams change direction after the first half. 

Article 2. Possession and Change of Possession

  a.  The offensive team takes possession of the ball at its 5-yard line and has four plays to cross 
midfield. Once a team crosses midfield, it has four plays to score a touchdown. Crossing midfield 
is the only opportunity for an offense to gain a first down within a single possession.

  b.  If the offense fails to score, the ball changes possession and the new offensive team starts its 
drive on its own 5-yard line.

  c.  If the offensive team fails to cross midfield, possession of the ball changes and the opposition 
starts its drive from its own 5-yard line.

  d.  If the defense intercepts the ball, a defensive player can attempt to return it until down or out  
of bounds.

  e.  All possession changes, except interceptions, start on the offense’s 5-yard line.

Article 3. Coaches

  a.  USA Football recommends 2-3 coaches per team.

  b.  At the Youth level, one coach is allowed on the field to call plays and direct players according 
to need. Once the quarterback begins his or her cadence, however, coaches can no longer 
speak and must be behind the deepest offensive and defensive players and out of the action.

  c.  At the Youth level, Coaches can assist in the alignment of their players to facilitate a fast-
paced game, but coaches on the field may not provide extra instruction or make audibles to 
play calls once the huddle is broken. Coaches on the sidelines can provide this information to 
players on the field. 

  d.  For adult and junior games no coaches are allowed on the field
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SECTION 2: ROSTERS 

Article 1: Team Rosters

Teams must consist of at least seven players with a recommended maximum of 15 players.

NOTE: FLEXIBILITY IS GRANTED FOR ROSTER SIZED AT THE DISCRETION OF TOURNAMENT OPERATORS.

Article 2: Uniform Colors

Home teams wear dark color jerseys. Visiting teams wear light color jerseys.

Article 3: On Field Participants

Teams must start games with a minimum of seven players. In the event of an injury, a team with 
insufficient substitute players may play with six players on the field but no fewer than four.

SECTION 3: POSITIONS

Article 1. Offense

The seven players on offense consist of a center, a quarterback and five eligible receivers. 

  a.  Center. This player is responsible for snapping the ball and is eligible to go out for passes, once 
they have snapped the ball. 

  b.  Quarterback. The quarterback is the offensive player who first gets possession of the ball after 
the snap. The quarterback cannot directly run with the ball across the line of scrimmage without 
first handing the ball off to a teammate and then receiving a second handoff back or receiving  
a pass.

  c.  Receiver/back. Any player who does not initiate the snap nor receive the snap is considered an 
eligible receiver/back and can either receive a handoff or catch a pass. 

NOTE: LEAGUES MAY CONSIDER WAIVING THE RESTRICTION ON LINING WITHIN THREE YARDS OF THE 
CENTER FOR YOUNGER AGE GROUPS.
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Article 2. Defense

  a.  Blitzer. A defender who lines up with all parts of their body more than 7 yards away from the 
scrimmage line at the snap can establish themselves as a blitzer with a legal signal by raising 
one hand clearly above the head at least during the last second prior to the snap. This grants 
them right of way which supersedes the general right of way for the offense, because they are 
pursuing the runner. The rush of a blitzer shall be immediately after the snap, quick and straight 
towards the point where the quarterback receives the snap in order to retain the right of way. 
If a blitzer is rushing late, slowly, towards a different spot, changing direction during the rush or 
just does not rush the quarterback, the player loses the right of way but still can participate as 
any other defender. If a blitzer is forced to change direction due to an offensive foul (shielding), 
the blitzer will not lose their right of way for a further direct rush to the point where quarterback 
received the snap. 

  b.  Rusher. A defender who does not give a signal and legally crosses the line of scrimmage. 
Following a legal handoff, any member of the defense can cross the line of scrimmage.

SECTION 4. EQUIPMENT

Article 1: Flag Belts

The organization provides each player with an official flag belt and team jersey. Teams will use  
 footballs provided by their league. See Flag Specifications section for more details.  

Article 2: Footwear 

Players must wear rubber soled shoes. Cleats may not be allowed at certain locations. Cleats with 
exposed metal  are never allowed and must be removed.

Article 3: Additional Equipment 

Players may tape their forearms, hands and fingers. Players may wear gloves, elbow pads and knee pads. 
Braces with exposed metal are not allowed. Players must remove any jewelry and head wear (acceptable 
head wear is determined by league officials).

Article 4: Uniform Standards 

Players’ jerseys must be tucked into shorts or pants if they hang below the belt line.

We recommend players wear shorts or pants that do not have pockets. Shorts or pants with belt loops  
 or pockets must be taped. Games will not be delayed for a player to tape up pockets.

  a. Flag belts cannot be the same color as shorts or pants.

Article 5: Mouthguards

All players must wear mouth guards while on the playing field.  
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SECTION 5. THE BALL

The ball shall be made of four panels of pebble-grained leather in natural tan color with eight equally 
spaced lacings and new or nearly new with no alterations. The ball shall be an ellipsoid spheroid of 
regulation dimensions and inflated to a pressure of between 12.5 and 13.5 psi (0.85 – 0.95 bar).

Article 1. Types of Football  

Dimensions Adult Junior Youth

Length
11.00 to 11.50 inches
(27.9 – 29.2 cm)

10.50 to 11.00 inches
(26.7 – 27.9 cm)

10.25 to 10.75 inches
(26.0 – 27.3 cm)

Length circumference
27.00 to 28.00 inches
(68.6 – 71.1 cm)

26.00 to 27.00 inches
(66.0 – 68.6 cm)

25.00 to 26.00 inches
(63.5 – 66.0 cm)

Diameter
6.25 to 6.75 inches
(15.9 – 17.2 cm)

6.00 to 6.50 inches
(15.2 – 16.5 cm)

5.75 to 6.25 inches
(14.6 – 15.9 cm)

Cross circumference
20.00 to 21.00 inches
(50.8 – 53.3 cm)

19.00 to 20.00 inches
(48.3 – 50.8 cm)

18.00 to 19.00 inches
(45.7 – 48.3 cm)

Weight
14 to 15 ounces
(400 – 425 g)

12 to 13 ounces
(340 – 370 g)

11 to 12 ounces
(310 – 340 g)

Article 2. Sizes

  a. For men’s or co-ed games, adult size balls shall be used.

  b. For women’s games, use Youth Ball dimensions. (example: USA Football Youth or Wilson TDY)

  c.  For junior games aged under-17, youth sized balls shall be used. (example: USA Football Youth  
or Wilson TDY)

  d.  For youth games aged 9-13, junior size balls shall be used. Balls need not be leather.  
(example: USA Football Junior or Wilson TDJ)

  e.  For youth games aged under-8, peewee size balls shall be used. Balls need not be leather. 
(example USA Football peewee)

SECTION 6. FLAG SPECIFICATIONS

Article 1. General Provisions 

Players of a team shall wear tightly fixed flag belts with pop-sockets and 2 identical flags. Every effort 
shall be made to keep one flag on each hip of the player. The sockets shall be placed facing outwards and 
downwards. The flags shall be clearly visible, hang down freely and must not be covered in any way by 
the player’s uniform and all colors must be contrasting with all colors on the pants. The flags and sockets 
may not be greased, glued or altered in any way. Any player, who deliberately manipulate their flags shall 
be disqualified. The flags and sockets each shall be made of the same material in the same color without 
sharp edges.
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Article 2. Sizes

Dimensions Measurements

The flags shall measure 2 inches (5 cm) x 15 inches (38 cm)

Flag length from socket 15 to 16 inches (38.1 – 0.6 cm).

Flag width: 1.9 to 2.1 inches (4.8 – 5.3 cm).

Brand or logo 
 On each flag one single color brand or logo in the upper quarter is allowed 
with a maximum size of 2x3 inches (5 x 7.5 cm).

Flag thickness: maximum 0.03 inches (0.75 mm).

Flag weight minim-um 3.5 ounces (100 g).

SECTION 7. THE FIELD 

Article 1: Field Dimensions

Field dimensions are 30 X 70 yards in total with two 10- yard end zones and a 50 yard field of play.  
No-run zones are only before the goal line. However, some locations may use smaller fields due to 
available field space.

Article 2: No-Run Zone's

A No-run zone is in place to prevent teams from conducting run plays. While in the No-run zones  
(a 5-yard imaginary zone before the end zone), teams cannot run the ball in any fashion.  
All plays must be pass plays, even with a handoff.

USA FOOTBALL RECOMMENDATION: THE NO-RUN ZONE MAY BE REMOVED FOR PLAYERS WHO ARE 
STILL LEARNING BASIC PASSING AND CATCHING SKILLS.
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Article 3: Field Setup Diagrams 

RULE 2: LEAGUE AND TOURNAMENT PLAY    

SECTION 1. LEAGUE PLAY

Article 1: Game Clock Settings 

Games are played on a 40-minute continuous clock with two 20-minute halves unless one team gains a 
30-point advantage at which point, the score is no longer kept. The clock stops for timeouts or injuries 
only, though officials can stop the clock at their discretion for injury, to stop a team from delaying or other 
unsportsmanlike conduct. For 18+ we recommend a pro clock last 2 min in both halves

USA FOOTBALL RECOMMENDS A RUNNING CLOCK AT THE YOUTH LEVEL (5-12 YEARS OLD), BUT IT 
IS UP TO THE LEAGUES DISCRETION TO USE A PRO-CLOCK INSTEAD. FOR JUNIOR ATHLETES (13-17 
YEARS OLD) USA FOOTBALL RECOMMENDS THE USE OF A RUNNING CLOCK IN THE FIRST HALF AND A 
PRO-CLOCK IN THE SECOND HALF.

Article 2: Halftime 

 Halftime is five minutes.

*Administration zones should be 3 yards wide.*Administration zones should be 3 yards wide.

*Yellow line indicates lines of a soccer field

9
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Article 3: Delay of Game

Each time the ball is spotted, a team has 30 seconds to snap the ball. Teams will receive one warning before 
a delay-of-game penalty is enforced.

USA FOOTBALL RECOMMENDATION: OFFICIALS SHOULD USE DISCRETION WITH TEAMS WHO ARE STILL
LEARNING BASIC FOOTBALL SKILLS AND MAY NEED MORE TIME TO LINE UP AND GET A PLAY OFF.

Article 4: Timeout's

Each team has two 30-second timeouts per half.

Article 5: Injury Stoppage

 In the event of an injury, the clock will stop then restart when the injured player is removed from the field  
of play and both teams are lined up ready to restart the play.

Article 6. League Play Overtime

1. A coin flip will determine the team that chooses to be on offense or defense first.

  a.   If a second round of overtime must be played, the team that lost the coin toss will get to choose 
offense or defense for the start of the second round of overtime. This process continues with 
teams alternating who gets to choose to be on offense or defense to start out during every round 
of overtime.

  b.   The referee will determine on which end of the field the overtime will take place.

  c.   No charged team timeouts shall be granted.

2.  In the first extra period, each team will have one series starting at the mid-field. On the first series,  
if the defense intercepts the ball and scores, then the overtime period is over.

3.  Each team retains the ball during its series until it scores (including try downs for 1 or 2 points) or 
exhausts its series of downs. The ball remains alive after a change of team possession until it is 
declared dead. The series is then ended even if there is a second change of team possession during  
that down.

4.  If after the first period (with 2 series including tries) the score is still tied, the second and following 
periods consist of series with each team playing a 1-point try from the 5-yard line. The overtime ends 
when the score after a period is no longer a tie or the defense scores during the first series of a period.

5. The team scoring the greater number of points during overtime shall be declared the winner.
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SECTION 2. TOURNAMENT PLAY

Article 1: Tournament Play Clock Settings  

Level of Play Total Length of Game Length of Halftime Clock Settings 
Youth (5-12 years old) Two 12-minute halves  2 minutes  Running clock 

Junior (13-17 years old) Two 15-minute halves  2 minutes 
Running clock- first half  
Pro clock- second half

Adult (18+) Two 20-minute halves  2 minutes Pro clock

*Up to tournament organizer’s discretion on what type of game clock setting they would like to use.

Article 2: Pro-Clock Operation  

PRO-CLOCK CLOCK STOPS

1. To award a first down, also after a change of team possession.
2. To complete a penalty.
3. When the ball or the runner goes out of bounds.
4. When a pass or fumble (forward or backward) strikes the ground.
5. When a score is made and during and after the following try and onside snap.
6. When a charged timeout is granted.

Article 3. Tournament Play Overtime

1. A coin flip will determine the team that chooses to be on offense or defense first.

  a.   If a second round of overtime must be played, the team that lost the coin toss will get to choose 
offense or defense for the start of the second round of overtime. This process continues with 
teams alternating who gets to choose to be on offense or defense to start out during every round 
of overtime.

  b.  The official will determine on which end of the field the overtime will take place. 

2.  Each team will take turns getting one (1) play from the defense’s 5-yard line for one point or the 
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defense’s 10-yard line for two points. Whether to go for one or two points is up to the offensive team. 
Whether or not the team that begins on offense converts, the team that started on defense gets a  
chance on offense to win or tie by converting a one- or two-point  
play of its own.

  a.   Example: Team A starts on offense and chooses to go for one point from the 5-yard line and  
is successful. Team B is then on offense and can choose to either go for one point from the  
five-yard line to tie and force a second round of overtime or to go for two points from the 10-yard 
line for the win.

  b.   If the second team on offense in an overtime round fails to beat or match the team that went 
first, the team that went first wins.

3. All regulation period rules and penalties are in effect.

4. There are no timeouts in overtime.

RULE 3: LIVE BALL / DEAD BALL  

SECTION 1. LIVE BALL

Article 1: Live Ball Definition 

The ball is live at the snap and remains live until an official’s whistle blows the ball dead.

Article 2: Ball Spot

 The official will indicate the neutral zone and line of scrimmage by spotting the ball before each play  
 and signaling ready for play with a short whistle.

  a.  It is an automatic dead ball foul if any player on defense or offense enters the neutral zone.  
In regard to the neutral zone, an official may give both teams a “courtesy” neutral zone 
notification prior to the snap to allow their players to move back behind the line of scrimmage.

Article 3: Pre-Snap Defense

The defense may not mimic the offensive team’s signals by trying to confuse the offensive players while the 
quarterback is calling signals to start the play. This will result in an unsportsmanlike conduct penalty.

Article 4: Possession

A player who gains possession of the ball is considered inbounds as long as one foot comes down in the field 
of play. Stepping on the boundary line is considered out of bounds.
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SECTION 2. DEAD BALL

Article 1: Dead Ball Definition 

Any official can whistle the play dead.

Play is ruled “dead” when:

  a.  The ball hits the ground.

    i.   If the ball hits the ground as a result of a bad snap, the ball is then placed where the ball 
hit the ground.

  b.  The ball-carrier’s flag is pulled.

  c.  The ball-carrier steps out of bounds.

  d.  A touchdown, PAT or safety is scored.

  e.  Any part of the body other than feet or hands touches the ground.

  f.  The ball-carrier’s flag falls out.

  g.  The receiver catches the ball while in possession of one or no flag(s).

  h.  An inadvertent whistle.

Article 2: Inadvertent Whistle

In the case of an inadvertent whistle, the offense has two options:

  a.  Take the ball where it was when the whistle blew, and the down is consumed.

  b.  Replay the down from the original line of scrimmage.

Article 3: Dead Ball Substitution

Substitutions may be made on any dead ball.

Article 4: Ruling Challenges 

  a.   A team is allowed to use a timeout to question an official’s rule interpretation. If the official’s 
ruling is correct, the team is charged a timeout. If the rule is interpreted incorrectly, the timeout 
is not charged and the proper ruling will be enforced. Officials should all agree upon any 
controversial call in order to give each team the full benefit of each call.

  b.   A team with no timeout remaining cannot challenge a rule interpretation, though officials can 
come together independently and reverse a call by unanimous decision.
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RULE 4: GAME PLAY  

SECTION 1: SCORING

Article 1: Touchdown

Touchdown: Six 6 points

Article 2: Extra Points 

PAT (point after touchdown) 1 point (5-yard line) or 2 points (10-yard line).

  a. Because of the No-run zone, a one point PAT is pass only; two point PAT can be run or pass. 

    i.  Defense touchdown on a try - 2 points.

         ii.  Safety - 2 points

        iii.  Safety on a try - 1 point.

NOTE: AT YOUNGER LEVELS, LEAGUES SHOULD CONSIDER WAIVING THE NO-RUN ZONE FOR 
TOUCHDOWNS AND POINT-AFTER TRIES.

 

  b.  A team that scores a touchdown must declare prior to the snap whether it wishes to attempt 
a one- or two-point conversion. Any change, once a decision is made to try for the extra point, 
requires a charged timeout. A decision cannot be changed after a penalty.

Article 3: Safety

2 points

  a.   A safety occurs when the ball-carrier is declared down in his or her own endzone. Runners can  
be called down when their flags are pulled by a defensive player, a flag falls out, they step out  
of bounds, a knee or arm touches the ground, a fumble occurs in the endzone or if a snapped  
ball lands in or beyond the end zone. A penalty in the end zone (i.e. flag guarding) can also be 
ruled a safety.

Article 4: Mercy Rule

  a.  After one team is leading by 30 points or more, the game is over and no PATs are attempted.

  b.  Forfeits will be scored 30-0. 

SECTION 2: RUNNING

Article 1: Spotting the Ball 

The spot of the ball is the position of the ball when the flag is pulled, not the location of the hips. 

14

Case 4:24-cv-01054     Document 1-9     Filed 11/26/24     Page 14 of 26 PageID #:  70



Article 2: Legal Running Plays

Only direct handoffs behind the line of scrimmage are permitted. Handoffs may be in front, behind or to the 
side of the offensive player but must take place behind the line of scrimmage. The offense may use multiple 
handoffs. The quarterback cannot directly run with the ball. 

  a.  The “center sneak” play is not allowed as centers are ineligible to receive handoffs.

  b.  Any player who receives a handoff can throw the ball from behind the line of scrimmage.

  c.  Once the ball has been handed off in front, behind or to the side of the quarterback,  
all defensive players are eligible to rush.

Article 3: No Run Zone

No-run zone are located five yards before the end zone in the direction the offense is headed. They are 
designed to avoid short-yardage, power-running situations. Teams are not allowed to run in this zone.

USA FOOTBALL RECOMMENDATION: THE NO-RUN ZONE MAY BE REMOVED FOR PLAYERS WHO ARE 
STILL LEARNING BASIC PASSING AND CATCHING SKILLS.

Article 4: Flag Guarding

  a.  Flag guarding is an attempt by the ball-carrier to obstruct the defender’s access to the flags by 
stiff arming, dropping the head, hand, arm or shoulder or intentionally covering the flags with 
the football jersey

  b.  Runners may not leave their feet to advance the ball. Diving, leaping or jumping to avoid a flag 
pull is considered flag guarding.

  c.  Spinning is allowed, but players cannot leave their feet to avoid a flag pull. Players spinning out 
of control will be called for flag guarding.

  d.  Runners may leave their feet if there is a clear indication that he/she has done so to avoid 
collision with another player without a flag guarding penalty enforced.

  e.  Flag obstruction – All jerseys must be tucked in before play begins. The flags must be on  
the player’s hips and free from obstruction. Deliberately obstructed flags will be considered  
flag guarding.

Article 5: Blocking / Screening

 No blocking or “screening” is allowed at any time.

Article 6: Running With the Ball-Carrier

Offensive players without the ball must stop their motion once the ball has crossed the line of scrimmage. 
There is no running with the ball-carrier.
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SECTION 3: PASSING

Article 1: Forward Pass

A pass is considered a forward pass if the ball first touches anything beyond the spot where the ball is 
released. All other passes are backward passes, even if it is lateral (parallel to the scrimmage line).

  a.  The quarterback may throw the ball away to avoid a sack. The pass must go beyond the line of 
scrimmage and be in the vicinity of a receiver. 

  b.  Quarterbacks cannot spike the ball dead unless the ball travels beyond the line of scrimmage 
and is in the vicinity of a teammate.

  c.  Any player who has received a legal handoff can throw the ball forward as long as they are still 
behind the line of scrimmage.

USA FOOTBALL RECOMMENDATION: FOR TEAMS THAT ARE STILL LEARNING BASIC FOOTBALL
SKILLS, OFFICIALS SHOULD USE THEIR DISCRETION FOR BALLS THAT DO NOT REACH THE LINE OF
SCRIMMAGE AS LONG AS THE PLAYER MADE AN HONEST EFFORT TO MAKE IT THERE.

Article 2: Shovel Pass

 Shovel passes are allowed but must be received beyond the line of scrimmage.

Article 3: Seven Second Clock

 A seven-second pass clock begins upon the snap and continues until there is a handoff or pass. If the  
seven-second clock expires while the quarterback still has the ball, the play is blown dead, a down is lost 
and the ball is returned to the line of scrimmage as if an incomplete pass occurred.

SECTION 4: RECEIVING

Article 1: Eligible Receivers

 All players – are eligible to receive passes. 

Article 2: Legal Reception

A player must have at least one foot inbounds to make a legal reception.

Article 3: Simultaneous Possession 

 In the case of simultaneous possession by both an offensive and defensive player, possession is awarded to 
the offense.

Article 4: Interceptions

 Interceptions are returnable and are the only changes of possession that do not result with starting on the 
5-yard line.
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SECTION 5: BLITZER AND RUSHER

Article 1: Blitzer

 All Blitzers must be a minimum of seven yards behind the line of scrimmage when the ball is snapped and 
must declare themselves by raising their hand. Players not blitzing the quarterback can defend on the line 
of scrimmage. No more than two players may establish themselves as Blitzers on a given play.

USA FOOTBALL RECOMMENDATION: FOR TEAMS STILL LEARNING BASIC FOOTBALL SKILLS,
ELIMINATE PASS BLITZERS TO ALLOW PLAYERS THE FULL SEVEN SECONDS TO THROW THE BALL
WITHOUT PRESSURE.

Article 2: Rusher

Once the ball is handed off, the 7-yard rule no longer is in effect, and all defenders may go behind the line 
of scrimmage. At this point players crossing the line of scrimmage are Rushers.

Article 3: Legal Blitzing 

A marker, or the official, will designate a rush line seven yards from the line of scrimmage. Defensive 
players should verify they are in the correct position and identify themselves before every play.

  a. A legal blitz is:

    i.   Any rush from a point 7 yards from the defensive line of scrimmage.

         ii.   If a blitzer leaves the rush line early (breaks the 7-yard area), they may return to the 
rush line, reset and then legally rush the quarterback.

        iii.    If a blitzer leaves the rush line early and the ball is handed off before he/she crosses 
the line of scrimmage, he/she may legally rush the second receiver.

  b. A penalty may be called if:

    i.   The Blitzer leaves the rush line before the snap crosses the line of scrimmage before a 
handoff or pass – illegal rush (5 yards from the line of scrimmage and first down).

         ii.   Any defensive player crosses the line of scrimmage before the ball is snapped – 
offsides (5 yards from line of scrimmage and first down).

        iii.   Any defensive player not lined up at the rush line or declared crosses the line of 
scrimmage before the ball is passed or handed off – illegal rush (5 yards from the line  
of scrimmage and first down).

       iv.   A maximum of 2 players may establish themselves as a blitzer. If a player who signals 
is less that 7 yards from the line of scrimmage or if a player is giving an invalid signal 
or if more than 2 players simultaneously keep their hand raised after the snapper has 
touched the ball, its a foul for illegal signal. Foul - 5 yards from the line of scrimmage.
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  c. Special circumstances:

    i.  Teams are not required to rush the quarterback with the seven second clock in effect.

    ii. Teams are required to identify their Blitzer before the play.

Article 4: Roughing the Passer

Players blitzing the quarterback may attempt to block a pass; however, NO contact can be made with the 
quarterback in any way. Blocking the pass or attempting to block the pass and then making contact with 
the passer will result in a roughing the passer penalty.

Article 5: Impeding the Blitzer

The offense cannot impede the Blitzer in any way. The Blitzers have the right to a clear path to the 
quarterback, regardless of where they line up prior to the snap. If the “path or line” is occupied by a 
moving offensive player, then it is the offense’s responsibility to avoid the Blitzer. Any disruption to the 
Blitzer's path and/or contact will result in an impeding the blitzer penalty. If the offensive player does  
not move after the snap, then it is the Blitzer's responsibility to go around the offensive player and to 
avoid contact.

Article 6: Quarterback Sack

A sack occurs if the quarterback’s flag are pulled behind the line of scrimmage. The ball is placed  
 where the quarterback’s feet are when flag is pulled.

  a.  A safety is awarded if the sack takes place in the offensive team’s end zone. 

SECTION 6. HOLDING, SHIELDING, CONTACT AND AIMING

Article 1: Holding

Holding is grasping an opponent or their equipment, not releasing immediately and impacting the 
opponent.

Article 2: Shielding

 Shielding is obstructing an opponent without contact by moving into their path. A moving player without 
right of way who impedes an opponent from running a pass route, getting to the runner or impedes a legal 
blitzer is guilty of shielding. A player standing still (with the right of place) is not shielding, even if the 
player is obstructing an opponent.

Article 3: Contact

Contact is touching an opponent with impact. Touching with no impact is not a foul.

Article 4: Aiming

Aiming is to target and initiate contact with an opponent or to run into an opponent on purpose, even with 
right of way. Aiming is any deliberate or avoidable contact with excessive force, even in an attempted flag 
pull or while playing the ball during a pass. Aiming is to attack a ball in possession or take away the ball 
from the runner.
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SECTION 7. FLAG PULLING

Article 1: Legal Flag Pull

A legal flag pull takes place when the ball-carrier is in full possession of the ball.

Article 2: Diving and Holding

 Defenders can dive to pull flags but cannot tackle, hold or run through the ball-carrier when pulling flags.

Article 3: Stripping

It is illegal to attempt to strip or pull the ball from the ball-carrier’s possession at any time.

Article 4: Inadvertent Loss of Flag

 If a player’s flag inadvertently falls off during the play, the player is down immediately upon possession of 
the ball and the play ends. The ball is placed where the flag lands.

Article 5: Illegal Flag Pull 

A defensive player may not intentionally pull the flags off of a player who is not in possession of  
 the ball.

  a.  If a defender makes a good-faith flag pull while a receiver bobbles or juggles what will be a 
completed catch, the ball is down where possession is made.

SECTION 8. FORMATIONS

Article 1: Offensive Formations

Offenses must have a minimum of one player on the line of scrimmage (the center) and any number of  
 players on the line of scrimmage. The quarterback must be off the line of scrimmage.

  a.  One player at a time may go in motion 1 yard behind and parallel to the line of scrimmage. 
EXAMPLE: An offensive player lined up 3 yards deep in the backfield can never go in motion.  
A player in motion must either start from a set position on the line of scrimmage or 1 yard off 
to adhere to the rule.

  b. No motion is allowed toward the line of scrimmage.

Article 2: False Start 

Movement by a player who is set or a player who runs toward the line of scrimmage while in motion is  
 considered a false start.

Article 3: Legal Snap

The center must snap the ball with a rapid and continuous motion between his/her legs to a player in  
 the backfield, and the ball must completely leave his/her hands.  
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SECTION 9. UNSPORTSMANLIKE CONDUCT 

Article 1: Intentional Contact 

If the field monitor or official witnesses any acts of intentional tackling, elbowing, cheap shots, blocking 
or any unsportsmanlike act, the game will be stopped and the player will be ejected from the game.  
The decision is made at the referee’s discretion. No appeals will be considered. FOUL PLAY WILL NOT  
BE TOLERATED!

  a. Players may not physically or verbally abuse any opponent, coach or official.

  b. Ball-carriers MUST make an effort to avoid defenders with an established position.

  c. Defenders are not allowed to run through the ball-carrier when pulling flags.

USA FOOTBALL RECOMMENDATION: FOR TEAMS STILL LEARNING BASIC FOOTBALL SKILLS, REMOVE
ANY PLAYER WHO COMMITS AN UNSPORTSMANLIKE OR DANGEROUS ACT FROM THE FIELD TO RECEIVE
INSTRUCTION FROM A COACH AND A COOLING OFF PERIODS. OFFICIALS CAN EJECT THE PLAYER AT
THEIR DISCRETION IF THERE ARE CONTINUED INFRACTIONS THAT ARE DEEMED INTENTIONAL.

Article 2: Offensive Language

Offensive or confrontational language is not allowed. Officials have the right to determine offensive 
language. If offensive or confrontational language occurs, the referee will give one warning. If it 
continues, the player or players will be ejected from the game.

Article 3: Spectator Conduct 

Fans must also adhere to good sportsmanship as well:

  a. Yell to cheer on your players, not to harass officials or other teams.

  b. Keep comments clean and profanity free.

  c. Compliment ALL players, not just one child or team.

Article 4: Field Safety

Fans are required to keep fields safe and kid-friendly:

  a.  Keep younger kids and equipment such as coolers, chairs and tents a minimum of 10 yards off 
the field in the end zone area.

  b.  Stay in the end zone area, not between fields. The Administrative Zone is reserved for league 
administration, game officials, medical personnel, coaches and players only.

  c. Dispose of ALL trash in designated trash cans.

Article 5: Unsportsmanlike Conduct Penalty

Unsportsmanlike conduct penalties:

  a. Defense + 10 yards from line of scrimmage and automatic first down

  b. Offense - 10 yards from line of scrimmage and loss of down 
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RULE 5: OFFICIAL DUTIES  
SECTION 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Article 1: Jurisdiction of Officials 

Jurisdiction of Officials - The officials’ jurisdiction begins with the coin toss and ends when the Referee 
declares the score final.

Article 2: Number of Officials

 Number of Officials - The game shall be played under the supervision of 2 (R and FJ), 3 (R, DJ and FJ) or  
4 (R, DJ, FJ and SJ) officials.

  a.  If officiating crews contain 2 or 3 officials, the other job responsibilities are to be split 
accordingly.

SECTION 2. REFEREE

Article 1: Position

The initial position of the Referee is behind and to the side of the FJ in the offensive backfield. On a 
2-man crew, the Referee is positioned and working like Down Judge.

Article 2: Basic Responsibilities

Basic Responsibilities:

  a.   The Referee has general oversight and control of the game, has final authority for the score 
and their decisions upon rules and other matters pertaining to the game are final.

  b.   The Referee shall inspect the field and report any irregularities to game management, coaches 
and other officials.

  c.   The Referee has jurisdiction over player equipment.

  d.   The Referee shall indicate that the ball is ready for play, award new series of downs and 
administer penalties.

  e.  The Referee shall notify both head coaches of any disqualifications.

  f.   After the snap, the Referee shall be responsible for ruling on the play behind the scrimmage 
line around the ball.

  g.  The Referee is responsible for coverage of the quarterback.
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SECTION 3. DOWN JUDGE 

Article 1: Position

The initial position of the Down Judge is on the scrimmage line at the side line with the down indicator.

Article 2: Basic Responsibilties

Basic Responsibilities:

  a.  The Down Judge is responsible for the operation of the down indicator.

  b.  The Down Judge shall keep count of the downs.

  c.  The Down Judge has jurisdiction over the scrimmage line and their side line.

  d.   Once the ball has crossed the scrimmage line, the Down Judge shall be responsible for ruling 
on the play around the ball and forward progress on their side of the field.

SECTION 4. FIELD JUDGE

Article 1: Position 

The initial position of the Field Judge is 7 yards deep at the side line opposite to the down indicator.

Article 2: Basic Responsibilities 

Basic Responsibilities:

  a.   On a 2 or 3-man crew the Field Judge is responsible for timing the game or supervising the 
game clock operator.

  b. The Field Judge has jurisdiction over their side line.

  c.   Once the ball has crossed the scrimmage line, the Field Judge shall be responsible for ruling 
on the play around the ball and forward progress on their side of the field.

SECTION 5. SIDE JUDGE

Article 1: Position

The initial position of the Side Judge is 7 or more yards deep at the side line with the  
down indicator.

Article 2: Basic Responsibilities

Basic Responsibilities:

  a.  The Side Judge is responsible for timing the game or supervising the game clock operator.

  b.   The Side Judge shall be responsible for observing receivers on deep routes for ruling on long 
passes and the status of the ball and forward progress in their area. 
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SECTION 1.
General Provisions

The officials will call all penalties.
Game officials determine incidental contact that may result from normal run of play.
All penalties will be assessed from the line of scrimmage, except as noted (spot fouls).
Only the team captain or head coach may ask the referee questions about rule clarification and 
interpretations. Players may not question calls.
Games may not end on a defensive penalty unless the offense declines it.
Penalties are assessed live ball then dead ball. Live ball penalties must be assessed before play 
is considered complete.
Penalties will be assessed half the distance to the goal yardage when the penalty yardage is 
more than half the distance to the goal.

RULE 6: PENALTIES  

SECTION 2.
Defensive Spot Fouls

Holding Automatic first down
Stripping +10 yards and automatic first down
Illegal flag pull (Before the receiver has the ball) +5 Yards From the Spot
Illegal Equipment +5 from the spot.

*Further infractions may result in unsportsmanlike 
conduct up to ejection. 

SECTION 3. 
Offensive Spot Fouls

Screening, blocking or running with the ball -10 yards and loss of down
Charging -10 yards and loss of down
Flag guarding -5 yards and loss of down 
Illegal Equipment -5 yards from the spot of the foul.

*Further infractions may result in unsportsmanlike 
conduct up to ejection 
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SECTION 5. 
Offensive Penalties

Offensive unnecessary roughness -10 yards from the line of scrimmage and loss of down
Offensive unsportsmanlike conduct -10 yards from the line of scrimmage and loss of down
Offsides / false start -5 yards from line of scrimmage
Delay of game -5 yards from line of scrimmage
Illegal forward pass (Any pass received or lands behind 
the line of scrimmage or throwing a pass after crossing the line 
of scrimmage)

-5 yards from line of scrimmage and loss of down

Offensive pass interference -10 yards from line of scrimmage and loss of down
Illegal motion (More than one person moving) -5 yards from line of scrimmage and loss of down
Impeding the Blitzer -5 yards from line of scrimmage and loss of down
Taunting -5 yards and loss of down 
Center Sneak -5 yards from the line of scrimmage and loss of down
Backwards pass -5 yards from the line of scrimmage and loss of down

SECTION 4. 
Defensive Penalties

Defensive pass interference +10 yards from the line of scrimmage and automatic 
first down

Defensive unnecessary roughness +10 yards from the line of scrimmage and automatic 
first down

Defensive unsportsmanlike conduct +10 yards from the line of scrimmage and automatic 
first down

Offsides + 5 yards from line of scrimmage
Illegal rush (Starting rush from inside 7-yard marker) +5 yards from line of scrimmage 
Illegal Signal +5 yards from the line of scrimmage. Live ball foul 
Roughing the passer +5 yards from line of scrimmage and automatic 

first down
Taunting +5 yards & automatic first down
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Definitions

BOUNDARY LINES  The outer perimeter lines around the field. They include the sidelines and back of 
the end zone lines.

LINE OF SCRIMMAGE  (LOS) an imaginary line running through the point of the football and across the 
width of the field.

LINE-TO-GAIN The line the offense must pass to get a first down or score.

RUSH LINE An imaginary line running across the width of the field seven yards 
(into the defensive side) from the line of scrimmage.

OFFENSE The team with possession of the ball.

DEFENSE The team opposing the offense to prevent it from advancing the ball.

PASSER The offensive player that throws the ball and may or may not be the quarterback.

BLITZER 
The Identified Defensive Player that is at least 7 yards from the line of scrimmage 
assigned to rush the quarterback to prevent him/ her from passing the ball by 
pulling his/her flags or by blocking the pass.

RUSHER Any player who legally crosses the line of scrimmage.

DOWNS (1-2-3-4) The offensive team has four attempts or “downs” to advance the ball. 
It must cross the line to gain to get another set of downs or to score.

LIVE BALL 
Refers to the period of time that the play is in action. Generally used in regard to 
penalties. Live ball penalties are considered part of the play and must be enforced 
before the down is considered complete.

DEAD BALL Refers to the period of time immediately before or after a play.

WHISTLE
Sound made by an official using a whistle that signifies the end of the play or  
a stop in the action for reporting a penalty, a timeout, halftime or the end of  
the game.

INADVERTENT WHISTLE Official’s whistle that is performed in error.

CHARGING
An illegal movement of the ball-carrier directly at a defensive player who has 
established position on the field. This includes lowering the head or initiating 
contact with a shoulder, forearm or the chest.

FLAG GUARDING
An illegal act by the ball-carrier to prevent a defender from pulling 
the ball-carrier’s flags by stiff arm, lowering elbow or head or by blocking access 
to the runner’s flags with a hand or arm or ball.

SHOVEL PASS A legal pitch attempted behind the line of scrimmage.

UNSPORTSMANLIKE 
CONDUCT A rude, confrontational, physical or offensive behavior or language.

RIGHT OF PLACE (ROP)

Right of place is given to any stationary players who maintains normal player 
posture and make no movements in any horizontal direction to change their 
position. A purely vertical movement, including a lift from the ground, in order to 
throw or catch a pass does not mean that a previously established right of place 
has been lost. Right of place supersedes right of way when determining who is 
guilty of a foul.

RIGHT OF WAY

Right of way is given to a player according to rule who has established a direction 
of movement in a regular manner and does not alter that direction. A player with 
right of way has a higher privilege when determining who is guilty of a foul than 
all other players except those with right of place.
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USA FLAG™ 5'S RULEBOOK

SECTION 1: GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 1. Coin Toss 

  a.  At the start of each game, captains from both teams meet at midfield for the coin toss to 
determine who starts with the ball. The visiting team calls the toss.

  b.  The winner of the coin toss has the choice of offense or defense. The loser of the coin toss has 
the choice of direction. Possession changes to start the second half to the team that started the 
game on defense. Teams change sides after the first half. 

Article 2. Possession and Change of Possession 

  a.  The offensive team takes possession of the ball at its 5-yard line and has four plays to cross 
midfield. Once a team crosses midfield, it has four plays to score a touchdown. Crossing midfield 
is the only opportunity for an offense to gain a first down within a single possession.

  b.  If the offense fails to score, the ball changes possession and the new offensive team starts its 
drive on its own 5-yard line.

  c.  If the offensive team fails to cross midfield, possession of the ball changes and the opposition 
starts its drive from its own 5-yard line.

  d.  If the defense intercepts the ball, a defensive player can attempt to return it until down or out  
of bounds.

  e.  All possession changes, except interceptions, start on the offense’s 5-yard line.

Article 3: Coaches

  a.    2 coaches ONLY permitted on sideline.

RULE 1: GAME, FIELD, BALL, AND EQUIPMENT
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SECTION 2: ROSTERS 

Article 1: Team Rosters

Teams must consist of at least five players with a maximum of 12 players.

Article 2: Uniform Colors

Home teams wear dark color jerseys. Visiting teams wear light color jerseys.

Article 3: On Field Participants

Teams must start tournament with a minimum of five players. In the event of an injury, a team with 
insufficient substitute players may play with four players on the field but no fewer than four.

SECTION 3: POSITIONS

Article 1: Offense

 The five players on offense consist of a center, a quarterback and three eligible receivers. 

  a.  Center. This player is responsible for snapping the ball and is eligible to go out for passes, once 
they have snapped the ball. 

  b.  Quarterback. The quarterback is the offensive player who first gets possession of the ball after 
the snap. The quarterback cannot directly run with the ball across the line of scrimmage without 
first handing the ball off to a teammate and then receiving a second handoff back or receiving  
a pass.

  c.  Receiver/back. Any player who does not initiate the snap nor receive the snap is considered an 
eligible receiver/back and can either receive a handoff or catch a pass. 

Article 2: Defense

  a.  Blitzer. A defender who lines up with all parts of their body more than 7 yards away from the 
scrimmage line at the snap can establish themselves as a blitzer with a legal signal by raising 
one hand clearly above the head at least during the last second prior to the snap. This grants 
them right of way which supersedes the general right of way for the offense, because they are 
pursuing the runner. The rush of a blitzer shall be immediately after the snap, quick and straight 
towards the point where the quarterback receives the snap in order to retain the right of way. If 
a blitzer is rushing late, slowly, towards a different spot, changing direction during the rush or 
just does not rush the quarterback, the player loses the right of way but still can participate as 
any other defender. If a blitzer is forced to change direction due to an offensive foul (shielding), 
the blitzer will not lose their right of way for a further direct rush to the point where quarterback 
received the snap.
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  b.  Rusher. A defender who does not give a signal and legally crosses the line of scrimmage. 
Following a legal handoff, any member of the defense can cross the line of scrimmage. 

SECTION 4: EQUIPMENT

Article 1: Uniforms and Flag Belts

  a.  Teams are permitted to wear their own uniforms. Uniforms must match and have a dark and 
light jersey option. White USA Football flag belts will be provided to each player at team  
check-in and required to be used during game play. Game balls will be provided at game fields 
by officials.

  b.  All teams will be provided WHITE USA Football flag belts and flags. Players shall wear flag belt 
tightly fit with every effort to be made to keep one flag on each hip of player. The sockets 
shall be facing outwards and downwards. The flags shall be clearly visible, hang down freely 
and must not be covered in any way by the player’s uniform. The flags and sockets may not be 
greased, glued or altered in any way. Any player who deliberately manipulates their flags shall 
be disqualified. 

Article 2: Footwear

Players must wear shoes or cleats. Cleats with exposed metal are not allowed.

Article 3: Additional Equipment

Players may tape their forearms, hands and fingers. Players may wear gloves, elbow pads and knee  pads. 
Braces with exposed metal are not allowed. 

Article 4: Uniform Standards

   a.  Players must remove any jewelry and head wear requested to be removed by official. 
(acceptable head wear includes: soft shell helmets (secured properly), headbands, sweatbands 
and beanies. non acceptable head wear includes hats will bills.)

   b.  Players’ jerseys must be tucked into shorts or pants if they hang below the belt line.

   c.   We recommend players wear shorts or pants that do not have pockets. Shorts or pants 
with belt loops  or pockets must be taped. Games will not be delayed for a player to tape up 
pockets.

     -   Shorts or pants cannot be white as they must be a different color than the white  
USA Football belts provided.

Article 5: Mouthguards

All players must wear mouth guards while on the playing field.  
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SECTION 5. THE BALL

The ball shall be made of four panels of pebble-grained leather in natural tan color with eight equally 
spaced lacings and new or nearly new with no alterations. The ball shall be an ellipsoid spheroid of 
regulation dimensions and inflated to a pressure of between 12.5 and 13.5 psi (0.85 – 0.95 bar).

Article 1. Types of Football  

Dimensions Adult Junior Youth

Length
11.00 to 11.50 inches
(27.9 – 29.2 cm)

10.50 to 11.00 inches
(26.7 – 27.9 cm)

10.25 to 10.75 inches
(26.0 – 27.3 cm)

Length circumference
27.00 to 28.00 inches
(68.6 – 71.1 cm)

26.00 to 27.00 inches
(66.0 – 68.6 cm)

25.00 to 26.00 inches
(63.5 – 66.0 cm)

Diameter
6.25 to 6.75 inches
(15.9 – 17.2 cm)

6.00 to 6.50 inches
(15.2 – 16.5 cm)

5.75 to 6.25 inches
(14.6 – 15.9 cm)

Cross circumference
20.00 to 21.00 inches
(50.8 – 53.3 cm)

19.00 to 20.00 inches
(48.3 – 50.8 cm)

18.00 to 19.00 inches
(45.7 – 48.3 cm)

Weight
14 to 15 ounces
(400 – 425 g)

12 to 13 ounces
(340 – 370 g)

11 to 12 ounces
(310 – 340 g)

Article 2. Sizes

  a. For men’s or co-ed games, adult size balls shall be used.

  b. For women’s games, use Youth Ball dimensions. (example: USA Football Youth or Wilson TDY)

  c.  For junior games aged under-17, youth sized balls shall be used. (example: USA Football Youth  
or Wilson TDY)

  d.  For youth games aged 9-13, junior size balls shall be used. Balls need not be leather.  
(example: USA Football Junior or Wilson TDJ)
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SECTION 6. THE FIELD 

Article 1: Field Dimensions

Field dimensions are 25 X 70 yards in total with two 10- yard end zones and a 50 yard field of play.  
No-run zones are only before the goal line. However, some locations may use smaller fields due to 
available field space.

Article 2: No-Run Zone's

A No-run zone is in place to prevent teams from conducting run plays. While in the No-run zones  
(a 5-yard imaginary zone before the end zone), teams cannot run the ball in any fashion.  
All plays must be pass plays, even with a handoff.

Article 3: Field Setup Diagram
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SECTION 1. CLOCK SETTINGS 

Level of Play Total Length of Game Length of Halftime Clock Settings 
Youth (5-12 years old) Two 12-minute halves  2 minutes  Running clock 

Junior (13-18 years old) Two 12-minute halves  2 minutes 
Running clock- first half  
Pro Clock - Last two minutes 
of the second half. 

Adult divisions Two 15-minute halves  2 minutes 
Running clock- first half  
Pro Clock - Last two minutes 
of the second half. 

SECTION 2. CLOCK STOPPAGE

Article 1. General Clock Stops

1.    The clock stops for timeouts or injuries only, though officials can stop the clock at their discretion for 
injury, to stop a team from delaying or other unsportsmanlike conduct. 

Article 2. Delay of Game

2.  Each time the ball is spotted, a team has 30 seconds to snap the ball. Teams will receive one warning 
before a delay-of-game penalty is enforced.

Article 3. Timeouts

3.  Each team has one 30-second timeout per half.

Article 4. Injury Stoppage

4.  In the event of an injury, the clock will stop then restart when the injured player is removed from the 
field of play and both teams are lined up ready to restart the play.

Article 5: Pro-Clock Operation  

PRO-CLOCK CLOCK STOPS

1. To award a first down, also after a change of team possession.
2. To complete a penalty.
3. When the ball or the runner goes out of bounds.
4. When a pass or fumble (forward or backward) strikes the ground.
5. When a score is made and during and after the following try and onside snap.
6. When a charged timeout is granted.

RULE 2: TOURNAMENT PLAY
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Article 6. Tournament Play Overtime

1. A coin toss will determine the team that chooses to be on offense or defense first.

  a.   If a second round of overtime must be played, the team that lost the coin toss will get to choose 
offense or defense for the start of the second round of overtime. This process continues with 
teams alternating who gets to choose to be on offense or defense to start out during every round 
of overtime.

  b.  The official will determine on which end of the field the overtime will take place. 

2.  Each team will take turns getting one (1) play from the defense’s 5-yard line for one point or the 
defense’s 10-yard line for two points. Whether to go for one or two points is up to the offensive team. 
Whether or not the team that begins on offense converts, the team that started on defense gets a  
chance on offense to win or tie by converting a one- or two-point play of its own.

  a.   Example: Team A starts on offense and chooses to go for one point from the 5-yard line and  
is successful. Team B is then on offense and can choose to either go for one point from the  
five-yard line to tie and force a second round of overtime or to go for two points from the 10-yard 
line for the win.

  b.   If the second team on offense in an overtime round fails to beat or match the team that went 
first, the team that went first wins.

3. All regulation period rules and penalties are in effect.

4. There are no timeouts in overtime.

RULE 3: LIVE BALL / DEAD BALL  

SECTION 1. LIVE BALL

Article 1: Live Ball Definition 

The ball is live at the snap and remains live until an official’s whistle blows the ball dead.

Article 2: Ball Spot

 The official will indicate the neutral zone and line of scrimmage by spotting the ball before each play  
 and signaling ready for play with a short whistle.

  a.  It is an automatic dead ball foul if any player on defense or offense enters the neutral zone.  
In regard to the neutral zone, an official may give both teams a “courtesy” neutral zone 
notification prior to the snap to allow their players to move back behind the line of scrimmage.

Article 3: Pre-Snap Defense

The defense may not mimic the offensive team’s signals by trying to confuse the offensive players while the 
quarterback is calling signals to start the play. This will result in an unsportsmanlike conduct penalty.

10usafootbal l .com/theone

Case 4:24-cv-01054     Document 1-10     Filed 11/26/24     Page 10 of 24 PageID #:  92

https://usafootball.com/theone


Article 4: Possession

A player who gains possession of the ball is considered inbounds as long as one foot comes down in the field 
of play. Stepping on the boundary line is considered out of bounds.

SECTION 2. DEAD BALL

Article 1: Dead Ball Definition 

Any official can whistle the play dead.

Play is ruled “dead” when:

  a.  The ball hits the ground.

    i.   If the ball hits the ground as a result of a bad snap, the ball is then placed where the ball 
hit the ground.

  b.  The ball-carrier’s flag is pulled.

  c.  The ball-carrier steps out of bounds.

  d.  A touchdown, PAT or safety is scored.

  e.  Any part of the body other than feet or hands touches the ground.

  f.  The ball-carrier’s flag falls out.

  g.  The receiver catches the ball while in possession of one or no flag(s).

  h.  An inadvertent whistle.

Article 2: Inadvertent Whistle

In the case of an inadvertent whistle, the offense has two options:

  a.  Take the ball where it was when the whistle blew, and the down is consumed.

  b.  Replay the down from the original line of scrimmage.

Article 3: Ruling Challenges 

  a.   A team is allowed to use a timeout to question an official’s rule interpretation. If the official’s 
ruling is correct, the team is charged a timeout. If the rule is interpreted incorrectly, the timeout 
is not charged and the proper ruling will be enforced. Officials should all agree upon any 
controversial call in order to give each team the full benefit of each call.

  b.   A team with no timeout remaining cannot challenge a rule interpretation, though officials can 
come together independently and reverse a call by unanimous decision.
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RULE 4: GAME PLAY  

SECTION 1: SCORING

Article 1: Touchdown

Touchdown: Six 6 points

Article 2: Extra Points 

PAT (point after touchdown) 1 point (5-yard line) or 2 points (10-yard line).

  a. Because of the No-run zone, a one point PAT is pass only; two point PAT can be run or pass. 

    i.  Defense touchdown on a try - 2 points.

         ii.  Safety - 2 points

        iii.  Safety on a try - 1 point.

  b.  A team that scores a touchdown must declare prior to the snap whether it wishes to attempt 
a one- or two-point conversion. Any change, once a decision is made to try for the extra point, 
requires a charged timeout. A decision cannot be changed after a penalty. Interceptions can  
be returned for a safety (2 points) .

Article 3: Safety 2 points

  a.  A safety occurs when the ball-carrier is declared down in his or her own end zone. Runners can 
be called down when their flags are pulled by a defensive player, a flag falls out, they step out  
of bounds, a knee or arm touches the ground, a fumble occurs in the end zone or if a snapped 
ball lands in or beyond the end zone. A penalty in the end zone (i.e. flag guarding) can also be 
ruled a safety.

Article 4: Mercy Rule 

  a.  After one team is leading by 30 points or more, the game is over and no PATs are attempted.

  b.  Forfeits will be scored 30-0. 

SECTION 2: RUNNING

Article 1: Spotting the Ball 

The spot of the ball is the position of the ball when the flag is pulled, not the location of the hips. 
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Article 2: Legal Running Plays

Only direct handoffs behind the line of scrimmage are permitted. Handoffs may be in front, behind or to the 
side of the offensive player but must take place behind the line of scrimmage. The offense may use multiple 
handoffs. The quarterback cannot directly run with the ball. 

  a.  The “center sneak” play is not allowed as centers are ineligible to receive handoffs.

  b.  Any player who receives a handoff can throw the ball from behind the line of scrimmage.

  c.  Once the ball has been handed off in front, behind or to the side of the quarterback,  
all defensive players are eligible to rush.

Article 3: No Run Zone

No-run zone are located five yards before the end zone in the direction the offense is headed. They are 
designed to avoid short-yardage, power-running situations. Teams are not allowed to run in this zone.

Article 4: Flag Guarding

  a.  Flag guarding is an attempt by the ball-carrier to obstruct the defender’s access to the flags by 
stiff arming, dropping the head, hand, arm or shoulder or intentionally covering the flags with 
the football jersey.

  b.  Runners may not leave their feet to advance the ball. Diving, leaping or jumping to avoid a flag 
pull is considered flag guarding.

  c.  Spinning is allowed, but players cannot leave their feet to avoid a flag pull. Players spinning out 
of control will be called for flag guarding.

  d.  Runners may leave their feet if there is a clear indication that he/she has done so to avoid 
collision with another player without a flag guarding penalty enforced.

  e.  Flag obstruction – All jerseys must be tucked in before play begins. The flags must be on  
the player’s hips and free from obstruction. Deliberately obstructed flags will be considered  
flag guarding.

Article 5: Blocking / Screening

 No blocking or “screening” is allowed at any time.

Article 6: Running With the Ball-Carrier

Offensive players without the ball must stop their motion once the ball has crossed the line of scrimmage. 
There is no running with the ball-carrier.
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SECTION 3: PASSING

Article 1: Forward Pass

A pass is considered a forward pass if the ball first touches anything beyond the spot where the ball is 
released. All other passes are backward passes, even if it is lateral (parallel to the scrimmage line).

  a.  The quarterback may throw the ball away to avoid a sack. The pass must go beyond the line of 
scrimmage and be in the vicinity of a receiver. 

  b.  Quarterbacks cannot spike the ball dead unless the ball travels beyond the line of scrimmage 
and is in the vicinity of a teammate.

  c.  Any player who has received a legal handoff can throw the ball forward as long as they are still 
behind the line of scrimmage.

Article 2: Shovel Pass

 Shovel passes are allowed but must be received beyond the line of scrimmage.

Article 3: Seven Second Clock

 A seven-second pass clock begins upon the snap and continues until there is a handoff or pass. If the  
seven-second clock expires while the quarterback still has the ball, the play is blown dead, a down is lost 
and the ball is returned to the line of scrimmage as if an incomplete pass occurred.

SECTION 4: RECEIVING

Article 1: Eligible Receivers

 All players – are eligible to receive passes. 

Article 2: Legal Reception

A player must have at least one foot inbounds to make a legal reception.

Article 3: Simultaneous Possession 

 In the case of simultaneous possession by both an offensive and defensive player, possession is awarded to 
the offense.

Article 4: Interceptions

 Interceptions are returnable and are the only changes of possession that do not result with starting on the 
5-yard line.
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SECTION 5: BLITZER AND RUSHER

Article 1: Blitzer

 All Blitzers must be a minimum of seven yards behind the line of scrimmage when the ball is snapped and 
must declare themselves by raising their hand. Players not blitzing the quarterback can defend on the line 
of scrimmage. No more than two players may establish themselves as Blitzers on a given play.

Article 2: Rusher

Once the ball is handed off, the 7-yard rule no longer is in effect, and all defenders may go behind the line 
of scrimmage. At this point players crossing the line of scrimmage are Rushers.

Article 3: Legal Blitzing 

A marker, or the official, will designate a rush line seven yards from the line of scrimmage. Defensive players 
should verify they are in the correct position and identify themselves before every play.

  a. A legal blitz is:

    i.   Any rush from a point 7 yards from the defensive line of scrimmage.

         ii.   If a blitzer leaves the rush line early (breaks the 7-yard area), they may return to the 
rush line, reset and then legally rush the quarterback.

        iii.    If a blitzer leaves the rush line early and the ball is handed off before he/she crosses 
the line of scrimmage, he/she may legally rush the second receiver.

  b. A penalty may be called if:

    i.   The Blitzer leaves the rush line before the snap crosses the line of scrimmage before a 
handoff or pass – illegal rush (5 yards from the line of scrimmage and first down).

         ii.   Any defensive player crosses the line of scrimmage before the ball is snapped – offsides 
(5 yards from line of scrimmage and first down).

        iii.   Any defensive player not lined up at the rush line or declared crosses the line of 
scrimmage before the ball is passed or handed off – illegal rush (5 yards from the line  
of scrimmage and first down).

       iv.   A maximum of 2 players may establish themselves as a blitzer. If a player who signals 
is less that 7 yards from the line of scrimmage or if a player is giving an invalid signal 
or if more than 2 players simultaneously keep their hand raised after the snapper has 
touched the ball, its a foul for illegal signal. Foul - 5 yards from the line of scrimmage.

  c. Special circumstances:

    i.  Teams are not required to rush the quarterback with the seven second clock in effect.

    ii. Teams are required to identify their Blitzer before the play.
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Article 4: Roughing the Passer

Players blitzing the quarterback may attempt to block a pass; however, NO contact can be made with the 
quarterback in any way. Blocking the pass or attempting to block the pass and then making contact with 
the passer will result in a roughing the passer penalty.

Article 5: Impeding the Blitzer

The offense cannot impede the Blitzer in any way. The Blitzers have the right to a clear path to the 
quarterback, regardless of where they line up prior to the snap. If the “path or line” is occupied by a 
moving offensive player, then it is the offense’s responsibility to avoid the Blitzer. Any disruption to the 
Blitzer's path and/or contact will result in an impeding the blitzer penalty. If the offensive player does  
not move after the snap, then it is the Blitzer's responsibility to go around the offensive player and to 
avoid contact.

Article 6: Quarterback Sack

A sack occurs if the quarterback’s flag are pulled behind the line of scrimmage. The ball is placed  
 where the quarterback’s feet are when flag is pulled.

  a.  A safety is awarded if the sack takes place in the offensive team’s end zone. 

SECTION 6. HOLDING, SHIELDING, CONTACT AND AIMING

Article 1: Holding

Holding is grasping an opponent or their equipment, not releasing immediately and impacting the 
opponent.

Article 2: Shielding

 Shielding is obstructing an opponent without contact by moving into their path. A moving player without 
right of way who impedes an opponent from running a pass route, getting to the runner or impedes a legal 
blitzer is guilty of shielding. A player standing still (with the right of place) is not shielding, even if the 
player is obstructing an opponent.

Article 3: Contact

Contact is touching an opponent with impact. Touching with no impact is not a foul.

Article 4: Aiming

Aiming is to target and initiate contact with an opponent or to run into an opponent on purpose, even with 
right of way. Aiming is any deliberate or avoidable contact with excessive force, even in an attempted flag 
pull or while playing the ball during a pass. Aiming is to attack a ball in possession or take away the ball 
from the runner.

16usafootbal l .com/theone

Case 4:24-cv-01054     Document 1-10     Filed 11/26/24     Page 16 of 24 PageID #:  98

https://usafootball.com/theone


SECTION 7. FLAG PULLING

Article 1: Legal Flag Pull

A legal flag pull takes place when the ball-carrier is in full possession of the ball.

Article 2: Diving and Holding

 Defenders can dive to pull flags but cannot tackle, hold or run through the ball-carrier when pulling flags.

Article 3: Stripping

It is illegal to attempt to strip or pull the ball from the ball-carrier’s possession at any time.

Article 4: Inadvertent Loss of Flag

 If a player’s flag inadvertently falls off during the play, the player is down immediately upon possession of 
the ball and the play ends. The ball is placed where the flag lands.

Article 5: Illegal Flag Pull 

A defensive player may not intentionally pull the flags off of a player who is not in possession of  
 the ball.

  a.  If a defender makes a good-faith flag pull while a receiver bobbles or juggles what will be a 
completed catch, the ball is down where possession is made.

SECTION 8. FORMATIONS

Article 1: Offensive Formations

Offenses must have a minimum of one player on the line of scrimmage (the center) and any number of  
 players on the line of scrimmage. The quarterback must be off the line of scrimmage.

  a.  One player at a time may go in motion 1 yard behind and parallel to the line of scrimmage. 
EXAMPLE: An offensive player lined up 3 yards deep in the backfield can never go in motion.  
A player in motion must either start from a set position on the line of scrimmage or 1 yard off 
to adhere to the rule.

  b. No motion is allowed toward the line of scrimmage.

Article 2: False Start 

Movement by a player who is set or a player who runs toward the line of scrimmage while in motion is  
 considered a false start.

Article 3: Legal Snap

The center must snap the ball with a rapid and continuous motion between his/her legs to a player in  
 the backfield, and the ball must completely leave his/her hands.  
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SECTION 9. UNSPORTSMANLIKE CONDUCT 

Article 1: Intentional Contact 

If the field monitor or official witnesses any acts of intentional tackling, elbowing, cheap shots, blocking 
or any unsportsmanlike act, the game will be stopped and the player will be ejected from the game.  
The decision is made at the referee’s discretion. No appeals will be considered. FOUL PLAY WILL NOT  
BE TOLERATED!

  a. Players may not physically or verbally abuse any opponent, coach or official.

  b. Ball-carriers MUST make an effort to avoid defenders with an established position.

  c. Defenders are not allowed to run through the ball-carrier when pulling flags.

Article 2: Offensive Language

Offensive or confrontational language is not allowed. Officials have the right to determine offensive 
language. If offensive or confrontational language occurs, the referee will give one warning. If it 
continues, the player or players will be ejected from the game.

Article 3: Spectator Conduct 

Fans must also adhere to good sportsmanship as well:

  a. Yell to cheer on your players, not to harass officials or other teams.

  b. Keep comments clean and profanity free.

  c. Compliment ALL players, not just one child or team.

Article 4: Field Safety

Fans are required to keep fields safe and kid-friendly:

  a.  Keep younger kids and equipment such as coolers, chairs and tents a minimum of 10 yards off 
the field in the end zone area.

  b.  Stay in the end zone area, not between fields. The Administrative Zone is reserved for league 
administration, game officials, medical personnel, coaches and players only.

  c. Dispose of ALL trash in designated trash cans.

Article 5: Unsportsmanlike Conduct Penalty

Unsportsmanlike conduct penalties:

  a. Defense + 10 yards from line of scrimmage and automatic first down

  b. Offense - 10 yards from line of scrimmage and loss of down 

18usafootbal l .com/theone
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RULE 5: OFFICIAL DUTIES  
SECTION 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Article 1: Jurisdiction of Officials 

Jurisdiction of Officials - The officials’ jurisdiction begins with the coin toss and ends when the Referee 
declares the score final.

Article 2: Number of Officials

 Number of Officials - The game shall be played under the supervision of 2 (R and FJ), 3 (R, DJ and FJ) or  
4 (R, DJ, FJ and SJ) officials.

  a.  If officiating crews contain 2 or 3 officials, the other job responsibilities are to be split 
accordingly.

SECTION 2. REFEREE

Article 1: Position

The initial position of the Referee is behind and to the side of the FJ in the offensive backfield. On a 
2-man crew, the Referee is positioned and working like Down Judge.

Article 2: Basic Responsibilities

Basic Responsibilities:

  a.   The Referee has general oversight and control of the game, has final authority for the score 
and their decisions upon rules and other matters pertaining to the game are final.

  b.   The Referee shall inspect the field and report any irregularities to game management, 
coaches and other officials.

  c.   The Referee has jurisdiction over player equipment.

  d.   The Referee shall indicate that the ball is ready for play, award new series of downs and 
administer penalties.

  e.  The Referee shall notify both head coaches of any disqualifications.

  f.   After the snap, the Referee shall be responsible for ruling on the play behind the scrimmage 
line around the ball.

  g.  The Referee is responsible for coverage of the quarterback.

19usafootbal l .com/theone
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SECTION 3. DOWN JUDGE 

Article 1: Position

The initial position of the Down Judge is on the scrimmage line at the side line with the down indicator.

Article 2: Basic Responsibilities

Basic Responsibilities:

  a.  The Down Judge is responsible for the operation of the down indicator.

  b.  The Down Judge shall keep count of the downs.

  c.  The Down Judge has jurisdiction over the scrimmage line and their side line.

  d.   Once the ball has crossed the scrimmage line, the Down Judge shall be responsible for ruling 
on the play around the ball and forward progress on their side of the field.

SECTION 4. FIELD JUDGE

Article 1: Position 

The initial position of the Field Judge is 7 yards deep at the side line opposite to the down indicator.

Article 2: Basic Responsibilities 

Basic Responsibilities:

  a.   On a 2 or 3-man crew the Field Judge is responsible for timing the game or supervising the 
game clock operator.

  b. The Field Judge has jurisdiction over their side line.

  c.   Once the ball has crossed the scrimmage line, the Field Judge shall be responsible for ruling 
on the play around the ball and forward progress on their side of the field.

SECTION 5. SIDE JUDGE

Article 1: Position

The initial position of the Side Judge is 7 or more yards deep at the side line with the  
down indicator.

Article 2: Basic Responsibilities

Basic Responsibilities:

  a.  The Side Judge is responsible for timing the game or supervising the game clock operator.

  b.   The Side Judge shall be responsible for observing receivers on deep routes for ruling on long 
passes and the status of the ball and forward progress in their area.
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SECTION 1.
General Provisions

The officials will call all penalties.
Game officials determine incidental contact that may result from normal run of play.
All penalties will be assessed from the line of scrimmage, except as noted (spot fouls).
Only the team captain or head coach may ask the referee questions about rule clarification and 
interpretations. Players may not question calls.
Games may not end on a defensive penalty unless the offense declines it.
Penalties are assessed live ball then dead ball. Live ball penalties must be assessed before play 
is considered complete.
Penalties will be assessed half the distance to the goal yardage when the penalty yardage is 
more than half the distance to the goal.

RULE 6: PENALTIES  

SECTION 2.
Defensive Spot Fouls

Holding Automatic first down
Stripping +10 yards and automatic first down
Illegal flag pull (Before the receiver has the ball) +5 yards from the spot
Illegal Equipment +5 from the spot.

*Further infractions may result in unsportsmanlike 
conduct up to ejection. 

SECTION 3. 
Offensive Spot Fouls

Screening, blocking or running with the ball -10 yards and loss of down
Charging -10 yards and loss of down
Flag guarding -5 yards and loss of down 
Illegal Equipment -5 yards from the spot of the foul.

*Further infractions may result in unsportsmanlike 
conduct up to ejection 
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SECTION 5. 
Offensive Penalties

Offensive unnecessary roughness -10 yards from the line of scrimmage and loss of down
Offensive unsportsmanlike conduct -10 yards from the line of scrimmage and loss of down
Offsides / false start -5 yards from line of scrimmage
Delay of game -5 yards from line of scrimmage
Illegal forward pass (Any pass received or lands behind 
the line of scrimmage or throwing a pass after crossing the line 
of scrimmage)

-5 yards from line of scrimmage and loss of down

Offensive pass interference -10 yards from line of scrimmage and loss of down
Illegal motion (More than one person moving) -5 yards from line of scrimmage and loss of down
Impeding the Blitzer -5 yards from line of scrimmage and loss of down
Taunting -5 yards and loss of down 
Center Sneak -5 yards from the line of scrimmage and loss of down
Backwards pass -5 yards from the line of scrimmage and loss of down

SECTION 4. 
Defensive Penalties

Defensive pass interference +10 yards from the line of scrimmage and automatic 
first down

Defensive unnecessary roughness +10 yards from the line of scrimmage and automatic 
first down

Defensive unsportsmanlike conduct +10 yards from the line of scrimmage and automatic 
first down

Offsides + 5 yards from line of scrimmage
Illegal rush (Starting rush from inside 7-yard marker) +5 yards from line of scrimmage 
Illegal Signal +5 yards from the line of scrimmage. Live ball foul 
Roughing the passer +5 yards from line of scrimmage and automatic 

first down
Taunting +5 yards & automatic first down
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Definitions

BOUNDARY LINES  The outer perimeter lines around the field. They include the sidelines and back of 
the end zone lines.

LINE OF SCRIMMAGE  (LOS) an imaginary line running through the point of the football and across the 
width of the field.

LINE-TO-GAIN The line the offense must pass to get a first down or score.

RUSH LINE An imaginary line running across the width of the field seven yards 
(into the defensive side) from the line of scrimmage.

OFFENSE The team with possession of the ball.

DEFENSE The team opposing the offense to prevent it from advancing the ball.

PASSER The offensive player that throws the ball and may or may not be the quarterback.

BLITZER 
The Identified Defensive Player that is at least 7 yards from the line of scrimmage 
assigned to rush the quarterback to prevent him/ her from passing the ball by 
pulling his/her flags or by blocking the pass.

RUSHER Any player who legally crosses the line of scrimmage.

DOWNS (1-2-3-4) The offensive team has four attempts or “downs” to advance the ball. 
It must cross the line to gain to get another set of downs or to score.

LIVE BALL 
Refers to the period of time that the play is in action. Generally used in regard to 
penalties. Live ball penalties are considered part of the play and must be enforced 
before the down is considered complete.

DEAD BALL Refers to the period of time immediately before or after a play.

WHISTLE
Sound made by an official using a whistle that signifies the end of the play or  
a stop in the action for reporting a penalty, a timeout, halftime or the end of  
the game.

INADVERTENT WHISTLE Official’s whistle that is performed in error.

CHARGING
An illegal movement of the ball-carrier directly at a defensive player who has 
established position on the field. This includes lowering the head or initiating 
contact with a shoulder, forearm or the chest.

FLAG GUARDING
An illegal act by the ball-carrier to prevent a defender from pulling 
the ball-carrier’s flags by stiff arm, lowering elbow or head or by blocking access 
to the runner’s flags with a hand or arm or ball.

SHOVEL PASS A legal pitch attempted behind the line of scrimmage.

UNSPORTSMANLIKE 
CONDUCT A rude, confrontational, physical or offensive behavior or language.

RIGHT OF PLACE (ROP)

Right of place is given to any stationary players who maintains normal player 
posture and make no movements in any horizontal direction to change their 
position. A purely vertical movement, including a lift from the ground, in order to 
throw or catch a pass does not mean that a previously established right of place 
has been lost. Right of place supersedes right of way when determining who is 
guilty of a foul.

RIGHT OF WAY

Right of way is given to a player according to rule who has established a direction 
of movement in a regular manner and does not alter that direction. A player with 
right of way has a higher privilege when determining who is guilty of a foul than 
all other players except those with right of place.
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USA FLAG™ 5'S RULEBOOK
RULE 1: GAME, FIELD, BALL, AND EQUIPMENT

SECTION 1: GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 1. Coin Toss

  a.  At the start of each game, captains from both teams meet at midfield for the coin toss to 
determine who starts with the ball. The visiting team calls the toss.

  b.  The winner of the coin toss has the choice of offense or defense. The loser of the coin toss has 
the choice of direction. Possession changes to start the second half to the team that started the 
game on defense. Teams change direction after the first half. 

Article 2. Possession and Change of Possession

  a.  The offensive team takes possession of the ball at its 5-yard line and has four plays to cross 
midfield. Once a team crosses midfield, it has four plays to score a touchdown. Crossing midfield 
is the only opportunity for an offense to gain a first down within a single possession.

  b.  If the offense fails to score, the ball changes possession and the new offensive team starts its 
drive on its own 5-yard line.

  c.  If the offensive team fails to cross midfield, possession of the ball changes and the opposition 
starts its drive from its own 5-yard line.

  d.  If the defense intercepts the ball, a defensive player can attempt to return it until down or out  
of bounds.

  e.  All possession changes, except interceptions, start on the offense’s 5-yard line.

Article 3. Coaches

  a.  USA Football recommends 2-3 coaches per team.

  b.  At the Youth level, one coach is allowed on the field to call plays and direct players according 
to need. Once the quarterback begins his or her cadence, however, coaches can no longer 
speak and must be behind the deepest offensive and defensive players and out of the action.

  c.  At the Youth level, Coaches can assist in the alignment of their players to facilitate a fast-
paced game, but coaches on the field may not provide extra instruction or make audibles to 
play calls once the huddle is broken. Coaches on the sidelines can provide this information to 
players on the field. 

  d.  For adult and junior games no coaches are allowed on the field
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SECTION 2: ROSTERS 

Article 1: Team Rosters

Teams must consist of at least five players with a recommended maximum of 15 players.

NOTE: FLEXIBILITY IS GRANTED FOR ROSTER SIZED AT THE DISCRETION OF TOURNAMENT OPERATORS.

Article 2: Uniform Colors

Home teams wear dark color jerseys. Visiting teams wear light color jerseys.

Article 3: On Field Participants

Teams must start games with a minimum of five players. In the event of an injury, a team with insufficient 
substitute players may play with four players on the field but no fewer than four.

SECTION 3: POSITIONS

Article 1. Offense

The five players on offense consist of a center, a quarterback and three eligible receivers. 

  a.  Center. This player is responsible for snapping the ball and is eligible to go out for passes, once 
they have snapped the ball. 

  b.  Quarterback. The quarterback is the offensive player who first gets possession of the ball after 
the snap. The quarterback cannot directly run with the ball across the line of scrimmage without 
first handing the ball off to a teammate and then receiving a second handoff back or receiving  
a pass.

  c.  Receiver/back. Any player who does not initiate the snap nor receive the snap is considered an 
eligible receiver/back and can either receive a handoff or catch a pass. 

NOTE: LEAGUES MAY CONSIDER WAIVING THE RESTRICTION ON LINING WITHIN THREE YARDS OF THE 
CENTER FOR YOUNGER AGE GROUPS.
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Article 2. Defense

  a.  Blitzer. A defender who lines up with all parts of their body more than 7 yards away from the 
scrimmage line at the snap can establish themselves as a blitzer with a legal signal by raising 
one hand clearly above the head at least during the last second prior to the snap. This grants 
them right of way which supersedes the general right of way for the offense, because they are 
pursuing the runner. The rush of a blitzer shall be immediately after the snap, quick and straight 
towards the point where the quarterback receives the snap in order to retain the right of way. 
If a blitzer is rushing late, slowly, towards a different spot, changing direction during the rush or 
just does not rush the quarterback, the player loses the right of way but still can participate as 
any other defender. If a blitzer is forced to change direction due to an offensive foul (shielding), 
the blitzer will not lose their right of way for a further direct rush to the point where quarterback 
received the snap. 

  b.  Rusher. A defender who does not give a signal and legally crosses the line of scrimmage. 
Following a legal handoff, any member of the defense can cross the line of scrimmage.

SECTION 4. EQUIPMENT

Article 1: Flag Belts

The organization provides each player with an official flag belt and team jersey. Teams will use  
 footballs provided by their league. See Flag Specifications section for more details.  

Article 2: Footwear 

Players must wear rubber soled shoes. Cleats may not be allowed at certain locations. Cleats with 
exposed metal  are never allowed and must be removed.

Article 3: Additional Equipment 

Players may tape their forearms, hands and fingers. Players may wear gloves, elbow pads and knee pads. 
Braces with exposed metal are not allowed. Players must remove any jewelry and head wear (acceptable 
head wear is determined by league officials).

Article 4: Uniform Standards 

Players’ jerseys must be tucked into shorts or pants if they hang below the belt line.

We recommend players wear shorts or pants that do not have pockets. Shorts or pants with belt loops  
 or pockets must be taped. Games will not be delayed for a player to tape up pockets.

  a. Flag belts cannot be the same color as shorts or pants.

Article 5: Mouthguards

All players must wear mouth guards while on the playing field.  
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SECTION 5. THE BALL

The ball shall be made of four panels of pebble-grained leather in natural tan color with eight equally 
spaced lacings and new or nearly new with no alterations. The ball shall be an ellipsoid spheroid of 
regulation dimensions and inflated to a pressure of between 12.5 and 13.5 psi (0.85 – 0.95 bar).

Article 1. Types of Football  

Dimensions Adult Junior Youth

Length
11.00 to 11.50 inches
(27.9 – 29.2 cm)

10.50 to 11.00 inches
(26.7 – 27.9 cm)

10.25 to 10.75 inches
(26.0 – 27.3 cm)

Length circumference
27.00 to 28.00 inches
(68.6 – 71.1 cm)

26.00 to 27.00 inches
(66.0 – 68.6 cm)

25.00 to 26.00 inches
(63.5 – 66.0 cm)

Diameter
6.25 to 6.75 inches
(15.9 – 17.2 cm)

6.00 to 6.50 inches
(15.2 – 16.5 cm)

5.75 to 6.25 inches
(14.6 – 15.9 cm)

Cross circumference
20.00 to 21.00 inches
(50.8 – 53.3 cm)

19.00 to 20.00 inches
(48.3 – 50.8 cm)

18.00 to 19.00 inches
(45.7 – 48.3 cm)

Weight
14 to 15 ounces
(400 – 425 g)

12 to 13 ounces
(340 – 370 g)

11 to 12 ounces
(310 – 340 g)

Article 2. Sizes

  a. For men’s or co-ed games, adult size balls shall be used.

  b. For women’s games, use Youth Ball dimensions. (example: USA Football Youth or Wilson TDY)

  c.  For junior games aged under-17, youth sized balls shall be used. (example: USA Football Youth  
or Wilson TDY)

  d.  For youth games aged 9-13, junior size balls shall be used. Balls need not be leather.  
(example: USA Football Junior or Wilson TDJ)

  e.  For youth games aged under-8, peewee size balls shall be used. (example USA Football 
peewee)

SECTION 6. FLAG SPECIFICATIONS

Article 1. General Provisions 

Players of a team shall wear tightly fixed flag belts with pop-sockets and 2 identical flags. Every effort 
shall be made to keep one flag on each hip of the player. The sockets shall be placed facing outwards and 
downwards. The flags shall be clearly visible, hang down freely and must not be covered in any way by 
the player’s uniform and all colors must be contrasting with all colors on the pants. The flags and sockets 
may not be greased, glued or altered in any way. Any player, who deliberately manipulate their flags shall 
be disqualified. The flags and sockets each shall be made of the same material in the same color without 
sharp edges.
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Article 2. Sizes

Dimensions Measurements

The flags shall measure 2 inches (5 cm) x 15 inches (38 cm)

Flag length from socket 15 to 16 inches (38.1 – 0.6 cm).

Flag width: 1.9 to 2.1 inches (4.8 – 5.3 cm).

Brand or logo 
 On each flag one single color brand or logo in the upper quarter is allowed 
with a maximum size of 2x3 inches (5 x 7.5 cm).

Flag thickness: maximum 0.03 inches (0.75 mm).

Flag weight minim-um 3.5 ounces (100 g).

SECTION 7. THE FIELD 

Article 1: Field Dimensions

Field dimensions are 25 X 70 yards in total with two 10- yard end zones and a 50 yard field of play.  
No-run zones are only before the goal line. However, some locations may use smaller fields due to 
available field space.

Article 2: No-Run Zone's

A No-run zone is in place to prevent teams from conducting run plays. While in the No-run zones  
(a 5-yard imaginary zone before the end zone), teams cannot run the ball in any fashion.  
All plays must be pass plays, even with a handoff.

USA FOOTBALL RECOMMENDATION: THE NO-RUN ZONE MAY BE REMOVED FOR PLAYERS WHO ARE 
STILL LEARNING BASIC PASSING AND CATCHING SKILLS.
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Article 3: Field Setup Diagrams 

RULE 2: LEAGUE AND TOURNAMENT PLAY    

SECTION 1. LEAGUE PLAY

Article 1: Game Clock Settings 

Games are played on a 40-minute continuous clock with two 20-minute halves unless one team gains a 
30-point advantage at which point, the score is no longer kept. The clock stops for timeouts or injuries 
only, though officials can stop the clock at their discretion for injury, to stop a team from delaying or other 
unsportsmanlike conduct. For 18+ we recommend a pro clock last 2 min in both halves

USA FOOTBALL RECOMMENDS A RUNNING CLOCK AT THE YOUTH LEVEL (5-12 YEARS OLD), BUT IT 
IS UP TO THE LEAGUES DISCRETION TO USE A PRO-CLOCK INSTEAD. FOR JUNIOR ATHLETES (13-17 
YEARS OLD) USA FOOTBALL RECOMMENDS THE USE OF A RUNNING CLOCK IN THE FIRST HALF AND A 
PRO-CLOCK IN THE SECOND HALF.

Article 2: Halftime 

 Halftime is five minutes.

*Administration zones should be 3 yards wide.

9
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Article 3: Delay of Game

Each time the ball is spotted, a team has 30 seconds to snap the ball. Teams will receive one warning before 
a delay-of-game penalty is enforced.

USA FOOTBALL RECOMMENDATION: OFFICIALS SHOULD USE DISCRETION WITH TEAMS WHO ARE STILL
LEARNING BASIC FOOTBALL SKILLS AND MAY NEED MORE TIME TO LINE UP AND GET A PLAY OFF.

Article 4: Timeout's

Each team has two 30-second timeouts per half.

Article 5: Injury Stoppage

 In the event of an injury, the clock will stop then restart when the injured player is removed from the field  
of play and both teams are lined up ready to restart the play.

Article 6. League Play Overtime

1. A coin flip will determine the team that chooses to be on offense or defense first.

  a.   If a second round of overtime must be played, the team that lost the coin toss will get to choose 
offense or defense for the start of the second round of overtime. This process continues with 
teams alternating who gets to choose to be on offense or defense to start out during every round 
of overtime.

  b.   The referee will determine on which end of the field the overtime will take place.

  c.   No charged team timeouts shall be granted.

2.  In the first extra period, each team will have one series starting at the mid-field. On the first series,  
if the defense intercepts the ball and scores, then the overtime period is over.

3.  Each team retains the ball during its series until it scores (including try downs for 1 or 2 points) or 
exhausts its series of downs. The ball remains alive after a change of team possession until it is 
declared dead. The series is then ended even if there is a second change of team possession during  
that down.

4.  If after the first period (with 2 series including tries) the score is still tied, the second and following 
periods consist of series with each team playing a 1-point try from the 5-yard line. The overtime ends 
when the score after a period is no longer a tie or the defense scores during the first series of a period.

5. The team scoring the greater number of points during overtime shall be declared the winner.
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SECTION 2. TOURNAMENT PLAY

Article 1: Tournament Play Clock Settings  

Level of Play Total Length of Game Length of Halftime Clock Settings 
Youth (5-12 years old) Two 12-minute halves  2 minutes  Running clock 

Junior (13-17 years old) Two 15-minute halves  2 minutes 
Running clock- first half  
Pro clock- second half

Adult (18+) Two 20-minute halves  2 minutes Pro clock

*Up to tournament organizer’s discretion on what type of game clock setting they would like to use.

Article 2: Pro-Clock Operation  

PRO-CLOCK CLOCK STOPS

1. To award a first down, also after a change of team possession.
2. To complete a penalty.
3. When the ball or the runner goes out of bounds.
4. When a pass or fumble (forward or backward) strikes the ground.
5. When a score is made and during and after the following try and onside snap.
6. When a charged timeout is granted.

Article 3. Tournament Play Overtime

1. A coin flip will determine the team that chooses to be on offense or defense first.

  a.   If a second round of overtime must be played, the team that lost the coin toss will get to choose 
offense or defense for the start of the second round of overtime. This process continues with 
teams alternating who gets to choose to be on offense or defense to start out during every round 
of overtime.

  b.  The official will determine on which end of the field the overtime will take place. 

2.  Each team will take turns getting one (1) play from the defense’s 5-yard line for one point or the 
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defense’s 10-yard line for two points. Whether to go for one or two points is up to the offensive team. 
Whether or not the team that begins on offense converts, the team that started on defense gets a  
chance on offense to win or tie by converting a one- or two-point  
play of its own.

  a.   Example: Team A starts on offense and chooses to go for one point from the 5-yard line and  
is successful. Team B is then on offense and can choose to either go for one point from the  
five-yard line to tie and force a second round of overtime or to go for two points from the 10-yard 
line for the win.

  b.   If the second team on offense in an overtime round fails to beat or match the team that went 
first, the team that went first wins.

3. All regulation period rules and penalties are in effect.

4. There are no timeouts in overtime.

RULE 3: LIVE BALL / DEAD BALL  

SECTION 1. LIVE BALL

Article 1: Live Ball Definition 

The ball is live at the snap and remains live until an official’s whistle blows the ball dead.

Article 2: Ball Spot

 The official will indicate the neutral zone and line of scrimmage by spotting the ball before each play  
 and signaling ready for play with a short whistle.

  a.  It is an automatic dead ball foul if any player on defense or offense enters the neutral zone.  
In regard to the neutral zone, an official may give both teams a “courtesy” neutral zone 
notification prior to the snap to allow their players to move back behind the line of scrimmage.

Article 3: Pre-Snap Defense

The defense may not mimic the offensive team’s signals by trying to confuse the offensive players while the 
quarterback is calling signals to start the play. This will result in an unsportsmanlike conduct penalty.

Article 4: Possession

A player who gains possession of the ball is considered inbounds as long as one foot comes down in the field 
of play. Stepping on the boundary line is considered out of bounds.
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SECTION 2. DEAD BALL

Article 1: Dead Ball Definition 

Any official can whistle the play dead.

Play is ruled “dead” when:

  a.  The ball hits the ground.

    i.   If the ball hits the ground as a result of a bad snap, the ball is then placed where the ball 
hit the ground.

  b.  The ball-carrier’s flag is pulled.

  c.  The ball-carrier steps out of bounds.

  d.  A touchdown, PAT or safety is scored.

  e.  Any part of the body other than feet or hands touches the ground.

  f.  The ball-carrier’s flag falls out.

  g.  The receiver catches the ball while in possession of one or no flag(s).

  h.  An inadvertent whistle.

Article 2: Inadvertent Whistle

In the case of an inadvertent whistle, the offense has two options:

  a.  Take the ball where it was when the whistle blew, and the down is consumed.

  b.  Replay the down from the original line of scrimmage.

Article 3: Dead Ball Substitution

Substitutions may be made on any dead ball.

Article 4: Ruling Challenges 

  a.   A team is allowed to use a timeout to question an official’s rule interpretation. If the official’s 
ruling is correct, the team is charged a timeout. If the rule is interpreted incorrectly, the timeout 
is not charged and the proper ruling will be enforced. Officials should all agree upon any 
controversial call in order to give each team the full benefit of each call.

  b.   A team with no timeout remaining cannot challenge a rule interpretation, though officials can 
come together independently and reverse a call by unanimous decision.
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RULE 4: GAME PLAY  

SECTION 1: SCORING

Article 1: Touchdown

Touchdown: Six 6 points

Article 2: Extra Points 

PAT (point after touchdown) 1 point (5-yard line) or 2 points (10-yard line).

  a. Because of the No-run zone, a one point PAT is pass only; two point PAT can be run or pass. 

    i.  Defense touchdown on a try - 2 points.

         ii.  Safety - 2 points

        iii.  Safety on a try - 1 point.

NOTE: AT YOUNGER LEVELS, LEAGUES SHOULD CONSIDER WAIVING THE NO-RUN ZONE FOR 
TOUCHDOWNS AND POINT-AFTER TRIES.

 

  b.  A team that scores a touchdown must declare prior to the snap whether it wishes to attempt 
a one- or two-point conversion. Any change, once a decision is made to try for the extra point, 
requires a charged timeout. A decision cannot be changed after a penalty.

Article 3: Safety

2 points

  a.   A safety occurs when the ball-carrier is declared down in his or her own endzone. Runners can  
be called down when their flags are pulled by a defensive player, a flag falls out, they step out  
of bounds, a knee or arm touches the ground, a fumble occurs in the endzone or if a snapped  
ball lands in or beyond the end zone. A penalty in the end zone (i.e. flag guarding) can also be 
ruled a safety.

Article 4: Mercy Rule

  a.  After one team is leading by 30 points or more, the game is over and no PATs are attempted.

  b.  Forfeits will be scored 30-0. 

SECTION 2: RUNNING

Article 1: Spotting the Ball 

The ball is spotted where the runner’s front foot is when the flag is pulled, not the position of the ball. 
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Article 2: Legal Running Plays

Only direct handoffs behind the line of scrimmage are permitted. Handoffs may be in front, behind or to the 
side of the offensive player but must take place behind the line of scrimmage. The offense may use multiple 
handoffs. The quarterback cannot directly run with the ball. 

  a.  The “center sneak” play is not allowed as centers are ineligible to receive handoffs.

  b.  Any player who receives a handoff can throw the ball from behind the line of scrimmage.

  c.  Once the ball has been handed off in front, behind or to the side of the quarterback,  
all defensive players are eligible to rush.

Article 3: No Run Zone

No-run zone are located five yards before the end zone in the direction the offense is headed. They are 
designed to avoid short-yardage, power-running situations. Teams are not allowed to run in this zone.

USA FOOTBALL RECOMMENDATION: THE NO-RUN ZONE MAY BE REMOVED FOR PLAYERS WHO ARE 
STILL LEARNING BASIC PASSING AND CATCHING SKILLS.

Article 4: Flag Guarding

  a.  Flag guarding is an attempt by the ball-carrier to obstruct the defender’s access to the flags by 
stiff arming, dropping the head, hand, arm or shoulder or intentionally covering the flags with 
the football jersey

  b.  Runners may not leave their feet to advance the ball. Diving, leaping or jumping to avoid a flag 
pull is considered flag guarding.

  c.  Spinning is allowed, but players cannot leave their feet to avoid a flag pull. Players spinning out 
of control will be called for flag guarding.

  d.  Runners may leave their feet if there is a clear indication that he/she has done so to avoid 
collision with another player without a flag guarding penalty enforced.

  e.  Flag obstruction – All jerseys must be tucked in before play begins. The flags must be on  
the player’s hips and free from obstruction. Deliberately obstructed flags will be considered  
flag guarding.

Article 5: Blocking / Screening

 No blocking or “screening” is allowed at any time.

Article 6: Running With the Ball-Carrier

Offensive players without the ball must stop their motion once the ball has crossed the line of scrimmage. 
There is no running with the ball-carrier.
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SECTION 3: PASSING

Article 1: Forward Pass

A pass is considered a forward pass if the ball first touches anything beyond the spot where the ball is 
released. All other passes are backward passes, even if it is lateral (parallel to the scrimmage line).

  a.  The quarterback may throw the ball away to avoid a sack. The pass must go beyond the line of 
scrimmage and be in the vicinity of a receiver. 

  b.  Quarterbacks cannot spike the ball dead unless the ball travels beyond the line of scrimmage 
and is in the vicinity of a teammate.

  c.  Any player who has received a legal handoff can throw the ball forward as long as they are still 
behind the line of scrimmage.

USA FOOTBALL RECOMMENDATION: FOR TEAMS THAT ARE STILL LEARNING BASIC FOOTBALL
SKILLS, OFFICIALS SHOULD USE THEIR DISCRETION FOR BALLS THAT DO NOT REACH THE LINE OF
SCRIMMAGE AS LONG AS THE PLAYER MADE AN HONEST EFFORT TO MAKE IT THERE.

Article 2: Shovel Pass

 Shovel passes are allowed but must be received beyond the line of scrimmage.

Article 3: Seven Second Clock

 A seven-second pass clock begins upon the snap and continues until there is a handoff or pass. If the  
seven-second clock expires while the quarterback still has the ball, the play is blown dead, a down is lost 
and the ball is returned to the line of scrimmage as if an incomplete pass occurred.

SECTION 4: RECEIVING

Article 1: Eligible Receivers

 All players – are eligible to receive passes. 

Article 2: Legal Reception

A player must have at least one foot inbounds to make a legal reception.

Article 3: Simultaneous Possession 

 In the case of simultaneous possession by both an offensive and defensive player, possession is awarded to 
the offense.

Article 4: Interceptions

 Interceptions are returnable and are the only changes of possession that do not result with starting on the 
5-yard line.
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SECTION 5: BLITZER AND RUSHER

Article 1: Blitzer

 All Blitzers must be a minimum of seven yards behind the line of scrimmage when the ball is snapped and 
must declare themselves by raising their hand. Players not blitzing the quarterback can defend on the line 
of scrimmage. No more than two players may establish themselves as Blitzers on a given play.

USA FOOTBALL RECOMMENDATION: FOR TEAMS STILL LEARNING BASIC FOOTBALL SKILLS,
ELIMINATE PASS BLITZERS TO ALLOW PLAYERS THE FULL SEVEN SECONDS TO THROW THE BALL
WITHOUT PRESSURE.

Article 2: Rusher

Once the ball is handed off, the 7-yard rule no longer is in effect, and all defenders may go behind the line 
of scrimmage. At this point players crossing the line of scrimmage are Rushers.

Article 3: Legal Blitzing 

A marker, or the official, will designate a rush line seven yards from the line of scrimmage. Defensive 
players should verify they are in the correct position and identify themselves before every play.

  a. A legal blitz is:

    i.   Any rush from a point 7 yards from the defensive line of scrimmage.

         ii.   If a blitzer leaves the rush line early (breaks the 7-yard area), they may return to the 
rush line, reset and then legally rush the quarterback.

        iii.    If a blitzer leaves the rush line early and the ball is handed off before he/she crosses 
the line of scrimmage, he/she may legally rush the second receiver.

  b. A penalty may be called if:

    i.   The Blitzer leaves the rush line before the snap crosses the line of scrimmage before a 
handoff or pass – illegal rush (5 yards from the line of scrimmage and first down).

         ii.   Any defensive player crosses the line of scrimmage before the ball is snapped – 
offsides (5 yards from line of scrimmage and first down).

        iii.   Any defensive player not lined up at the rush line or declared crosses the line of 
scrimmage before the ball is passed or handed off – illegal rush (5 yards from the line  
of scrimmage and first down).

       iv.   A maximum of 2 players may establish themselves as a blitzer. If a player who signals 
is less that 7 yards from the line of scrimmage or if a player is giving an invalid signal 
or if more than 2 players simultaneously keep their hand raised after the snapper has 
touched the ball, its a foul for illegal signal. Foul - 5 yards from the line of scrimmage.
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  c. Special circumstances:

    i.  Teams are not required to rush the quarterback with the seven second clock in effect.

    ii. Teams are required to identify their Blitzer before the play.

Article 4: Roughing the Passer

Players blitzing the quarterback may attempt to block a pass; however, NO contact can be made with the 
quarterback in any way. Blocking the pass or attempting to block the pass and then making contact with 
the passer will result in a roughing the passer penalty.

Article 5: Impeding the Blitzer

The offense cannot impede the Blitzer in any way. The Blitzers have the right to a clear path to the 
quarterback, regardless of where they line up prior to the snap. If the “path or line” is occupied by a 
moving offensive player, then it is the offense’s responsibility to avoid the Blitzer. Any disruption to the 
Blitzer's path and/or contact will result in an impeding the blitzer penalty. If the offensive player does  
not move after the snap, then it is the Blitzer's responsibility to go around the offensive player and to 
avoid contact.

Article 6: Quarterback Sack

A sack occurs if the quarterback’s flag are pulled behind the line of scrimmage. The ball is placed  
 where the quarterback’s feet are when flag is pulled.

  a.  A safety is awarded if the sack takes place in the offensive team’s end zone. 

SECTION 6. HOLDING, SHIELDING, CONTACT AND AIMING

Article 1: Holding

Holding is grasping an opponent or their equipment, not releasing immediately and impacting the 
opponent.

Article 2: Shielding

 Shielding is obstructing an opponent without contact by moving into their path. A moving player without 
right of way who impedes an opponent from running a pass route, getting to the runner or impedes a legal 
blitzer is guilty of shielding. A player standing still (with the right of place) is not shielding, even if the 
player is obstructing an opponent.

Article 3: Contact

Contact is touching an opponent with impact. Touching with no impact is not a foul.

Article 4: Aiming

Aiming is to target and initiate contact with an opponent or to run into an opponent on purpose, even with 
right of way. Aiming is any deliberate or avoidable contact with excessive force, even in an attempted flag 
pull or while playing the ball during a pass. Aiming is to attack a ball in possession or take away the ball 
from the runner.
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SECTION 7. FLAG PULLING

Article 1: Legal Flag Pull

A legal flag pull takes place when the ball-carrier is in full possession of the ball.

Article 2: Diving and Holding

 Defenders can dive to pull flags but cannot tackle, hold or run through the ball-carrier when pulling flags.

Article 3: Stripping

It is illegal to attempt to strip or pull the ball from the ball-carrier’s possession at any time.

Article 4: Inadvertent Loss of Flag

 If a player’s flag inadvertently falls off during the play, the player is down immediately upon possession of 
the ball and the play ends. The ball is placed where the flag lands.

Article 5: Illegal Flag Pull 

A defensive player may not intentionally pull the flags off of a player who is not in possession of  
 the ball.

  a.  If a defender makes a good-faith flag pull while a receiver bobbles or juggles what will be a 
completed catch, the ball is down where possession is made.

SECTION 8. FORMATIONS

Article 1: Offensive Formations

Offenses must have a minimum of one player on the line of scrimmage (the center) and any number of  
 players on the line of scrimmage. The quarterback must be off the line of scrimmage.

  a.  One player at a time may go in motion 1 yard behind and parallel to the line of scrimmage. 
EXAMPLE: An offensive player lined up 3 yards deep in the backfield can never go in motion.  
A player in motion must either start from a set position on the line of scrimmage or 1 yard off 
to adhere to the rule.

  b. No motion is allowed toward the line of scrimmage.

Article 2: False Start 

Movement by a player who is set or a player who runs toward the line of scrimmage while in motion is  
 considered a false start.

Article 3: Legal Snap

The center must snap the ball with a rapid and continuous motion between his/her legs to a player in  
 the backfield, and the ball must completely leave his/her hands.  
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SECTION 9. UNSPORTSMANLIKE CONDUCT 

Article 1: Intentional Contact 

If the field monitor or official witnesses any acts of intentional tackling, elbowing, cheap shots, blocking 
or any unsportsmanlike act, the game will be stopped and the player will be ejected from the game.  
The decision is made at the referee’s discretion. No appeals will be considered. FOUL PLAY WILL NOT  
BE TOLERATED!

  a. Players may not physically or verbally abuse any opponent, coach or official.

  b. Ball-carriers MUST make an effort to avoid defenders with an established position.

  c. Defenders are not allowed to run through the ball-carrier when pulling flags.

USA FOOTBALL RECOMMENDATION: FOR TEAMS STILL LEARNING BASIC FOOTBALL SKILLS, REMOVE
ANY PLAYER WHO COMMITS AN UNSPORTSMANLIKE OR DANGEROUS ACT FROM THE FIELD TO RECEIVE
INSTRUCTION FROM A COACH AND A COOLING OFF PERIODS. OFFICIALS CAN EJECT THE PLAYER AT
THEIR DISCRETION IF THERE ARE CONTINUED INFRACTIONS THAT ARE DEEMED INTENTIONAL.

Article 2: Offensive Language

Offensive or confrontational language is not allowed. Officials have the right to determine offensive 
language. If offensive or confrontational language occurs, the referee will give one warning. If it 
continues, the player or players will be ejected from the game.

Article 3: Spectator Conduct 

Fans must also adhere to good sportsmanship as well:

  a. Yell to cheer on your players, not to harass officials or other teams.

  b. Keep comments clean and profanity free.

  c. Compliment ALL players, not just one child or team.

Article 4: Field Safety

Fans are required to keep fields safe and kid-friendly:

  a.  Keep younger kids and equipment such as coolers, chairs and tents a minimum of 10 yards off 
the field in the end zone area.

  b.  Stay in the end zone area, not between fields. The Administrative Zone is reserved for league 
administration, game officials, medical personnel, coaches and players only.

  c. Dispose of ALL trash in designated trash cans.

Article 5: Unsportsmanlike Conduct Penalty

Unsportsmanlike conduct penalties:

  a. Defense + 10 yards from line of scrimmage and automatic first down

  b. Offense - 10 yards from line of scrimmage and loss of down 
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RULE 5: OFFICIAL DUTIES  
SECTION 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

Article 1: Jurisdiction of Officials 

Jurisdiction of Officials - The officials’ jurisdiction begins with the coin toss and ends when the Referee 
declares the score final.

Article 2: Number of Officials

 Number of Officials - The game shall be played under the supervision of 2 (R and FJ), 3 (R, DJ and FJ) or  
4 (R, DJ, FJ and SJ) officials.

  a.  If officiating crews contain 2 or 3 officials, the other job responsibilities are to be split 
accordingly.

SECTION 2. REFEREE

Article 1: Position

The initial position of the Referee is behind and to the side of the FJ in the offensive backfield. On a 
2-man crew, the Referee is positioned and working like Down Judge.

Article 2: Basic Responsibilities

Basic Responsibilities:

  a.   The Referee has general oversight and control of the game, has final authority for the score 
and their decisions upon rules and other matters pertaining to the game are final.

  b.   The Referee shall inspect the field and report any irregularities to game management, coaches 
and other officials.

  c.   The Referee has jurisdiction over player equipment.

  d.   The Referee shall indicate that the ball is ready for play, award new series of downs and 
administer penalties.

  e.  The Referee shall notify both head coaches of any disqualifications.

  f.   After the snap, the Referee shall be responsible for ruling on the play behind the scrimmage 
line around the ball.

  g.  The Referee is responsible for coverage of the quarterback.
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SECTION 3. DOWN JUDGE 

Article 1: Position

The initial position of the Down Judge is on the scrimmage line at the side line with the down indicator.

Article 2: Basic Responsibilties

Basic Responsibilities:

  a.  The Down Judge is responsible for the operation of the down indicator.

  b.  The Down Judge shall keep count of the downs.

  c.  The Down Judge has jurisdiction over the scrimmage line and their side line.

  d.   Once the ball has crossed the scrimmage line, the Down Judge shall be responsible for ruling 
on the play around the ball and forward progress on their side of the field.

SECTION 4. FIELD JUDGE

Article 1: Position 

The initial position of the Field Judge is 7 yards deep at the side line opposite to the down indicator.

Article 2: Basic Responsibilities 

Basic Responsibilities:

  a.   On a 2 or 3-man crew the Field Judge is responsible for timing the game or supervising the 
game clock operator.

  b. The Field Judge has jurisdiction over their side line.

  c.   Once the ball has crossed the scrimmage line, the Field Judge shall be responsible for ruling 
on the play around the ball and forward progress on their side of the field.

SECTION 5. SIDE JUDGE

Article 1: Position

The initial position of the Side Judge is 7 or more yards deep at the side line with the  
down indicator.

Article 2: Basic Responsibilities

Basic Responsibilities:

  a.  The Side Judge is responsible for timing the game or supervising the game clock operator.

  b.   The Side Judge shall be responsible for observing receivers on deep routes for ruling on long 
passes and the status of the ball and forward progress in their area. 
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SECTION 1.
General Provisions

The officials will call all penalties.
Game officials determine incidental contact that may result from normal run of play.
All penalties will be assessed from the line of scrimmage, except as noted (spot fouls).
Only the team captain or head coach may ask the referee questions about rule clarification and 
interpretations. Players may not question calls.
Games may not end on a defensive penalty unless the offense declines it.
Penalties are assessed live ball then dead ball. Live ball penalties must be assessed before play 
is considered complete.
Penalties will be assessed half the distance to the goal yardage when the penalty yardage is 
more than half the distance to the goal.

RULE 6: PENALTIES  

SECTION 2.
Defensive Spot Fouls

Holding Automatic first down
Stripping +10 yards and automatic first down
Illegal flag pull (Before the receiver has the ball) +5 Yards From the Spot
Illegal Equipment +5 from the spot.

*Further infractions may result in unsportsmanlike 
conduct up to ejection. 

SECTION 3. 
Offensive Spot Fouls

Screening, blocking or running with the ball -10 yards and loss of down
Charging -10 yards and loss of down
Flag guarding -5 yards and loss of down 
Illegal Equipment -5 yards from the spot of the foul.

*Further infractions may result in unsportsmanlike 
conduct up to ejection 
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SECTION 5. 
Offensive Penalties

Offensive unnecessary roughness -10 yards from the line of scrimmage and loss of down
Offensive unsportsmanlike conduct -10 yards from the line of scrimmage and loss of down
Offsides / false start -5 yards from line of scrimmage
Delay of game -5 yards from line of scrimmage
Illegal forward pass (Any pass received or lands behind 
the line of scrimmage or throwing a pass after crossing the line 
of scrimmage)

-5 yards from line of scrimmage and loss of down

Offensive pass interference -10 yards from line of scrimmage and loss of down
Illegal motion (More than one person moving) -5 yards from line of scrimmage and loss of down
Impeding the Blitzer -5 yards from line of scrimmage and loss of down
Taunting -5 yards and loss of down 
Center Sneak -5 yards from the line of scrimmage and loss of down
Backwards pass -5 yards from the line of scrimmage and loss of down

SECTION 4. 
Defensive Penalties

Defensive pass interference +10 yards from the line of scrimmage and automatic 
first down

Defensive unnecessary roughness +10 yards from the line of scrimmage and automatic 
first down

Defensive unsportsmanlike conduct +10 yards from the line of scrimmage and automatic 
first down

Offsides + 5 yards from line of scrimmage
Illegal rush (Starting rush from inside 7-yard marker) +5 yards from line of scrimmage 
Illegal Signal +5 yards from the line of scrimmage. Live ball foul 
Roughing the passer +5 yards from line of scrimmage and automatic 

first down
Taunting +5 yards & automatic first down
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Home U.S. National Team Flag Football Rules

FLAG FOOTBALL RULES
Flag football is a way to experience the excitement of the game – without contact. It’s a fun and

fast-paced Game Type that can be played at any age and on various field sizes.

HOW IS FLAG DIFFERENT FROM TACKLE?
No lineman or blocking. The center snaps the ball and becomes a receiver. All forms of

contact are forbidden. Any attempt to block or shield an opponent is a penalty. 

Become a Member

11/19/24, 8:04 AM Flag Football Rules | USA Football

https://usafootball.com/national-team/rules 1/8
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Down and Distance. Each team has 4 plays to advance the ball past midfield. Once

crossing midfield and being awarded a first down the team has 4 plays to advance the ball

over the goal line. Failure to gain a first down or failure to score results in a turnover. 

No Run Zone. Depending on the set of rules being enforced, a no run zone prevents teams

from conducting run plays. While in no-run zones teams cannot run the ball in any fashion. All

plays must be run plays. According to the USA Football’s rules the no-run zone is a 5-yard

imaginary zone before each endzone. IFAF also includes no-run zones within 5-yards on

each side of midfield.

Blitzer. Defenders who blitz the quarterback must line up at least 7 yards behind the line of

scrimmage. All blitzers must be self-identified by raising one hand in the air. It is illegal for any

offensive player to impede the path of the blitzer at any time.

FLAG FOOTBALL RULES 101
Flag football is rising! It’s one of the fastest-growing games in the world and was recently added

to the 2028 Summer Olympics in Los Angeles.
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If you’re interested in learning how to play, this video explains the basics of the sport. As football’s

governing body, USA Football is the exclusive selector of the U.S. National Teams that play in

international tournaments, including the Olympics. We hope to see you on the field! 

IFAF FIVES RULES
The IFAF Flag rules are recognized as the official rules for international

competition. This is the set used for the World Games, Continental

Championships, and eventually the Olympics. This Style is played throughout the

world. The rulebook you will find through the button below contains descriptions

and rules for Beach Flag, Indoor Flag, 5v5, and 7v7.

Access Rules

LEARN MORE ABOUT FLAG FOOTBALL
Flag National Teams
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USA FOOTBALL 5V5
The USA FLAG 5's Rulebook is a condensed version of the larger IFAF

rulebook. Additionally, it contains separate rules for league play and tournament

play making it useful to flag organizations regardless of how they structure their

competition. It also contains suggestions for modifications to the game or rules

based on age and skill level.

Access Rules

THE ONE USA FLAG™ RULEBOOK
These are the rules used at USA Football sanctioned events including Qualifiers

and The One Flag Championship. For a tournament to be sanctioned and have

athletes scouted by the U.S. National Team, game play MUST use this book.

There is no section for league play in this rulebook as it includes tournament

operation and rules only.

Access Rules

TM 

Become a Member

11/19/24, 8:04 AM Flag Football Rules | USA Football

https://usafootball.com/national-team/rules 4/8

Case 4:24-cv-01054     Document 1-12     Filed 11/26/24     Page 4 of 8 PageID #:  136

https://squidex.usafootball.com/api/assets/usawebsite/5b15e209-924e-4b2c-bc5d-f16d12890c91/usa-flag-5-s-rulebook.pdf?version=0
https://squidex.usafootball.com/api/assets/usawebsite/b4fcbee1-0457-4253-8a12-033969886871/the-one-usa-flag-5-s-rulebook.pdf?version=0
https://usafootball.com/
https://usafootball.com/membership


STAY UPDATED

Want us to keep you in the loop? Create an account and never miss an update!

Subscribe

CONNECT

FOR COACHES & ORGANIZATIONS

Membership

Please provide a valid email.

USA FOOTBALL 7V7
The USA FLAG  7's Rulebook mirrors the USA FLAG 5's Rulebook with

adjustments made for the additional two players. This is an excellent resource for

youth leagues where they want more players on the field to maximize the amount

of coaches and playing time in their program.

Access Rules

TM TM 

Enter your email
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THE ONE FLAG CHAMPIONSHIP 2024

Home Tournaments & Events The One Flag Championship

ARE YOU THE ONE TO BEAT?
Prove it in Olympic-Inspired play at USA Football's Flag Championship - The One. 

PROVE YOU ARE THE ONE TO BEAT
The One Flag Championship is the tournament where youth and adult teams can prove they’re the ones to beat and get scouted for a U.S. National

Team.

Learn more about the Road to The One, watch the replays, and see the list of division winners from this year's 2024 event below!

Road to The One

Game Replays

DIVISION WINNERS
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Congratulations to all the teams that came out and gave it their all on the field at The One. The teams below proved that they are The Ones to beat.

10U Boys: Tampa Bay Bolts

10U Girls: BNA Elite Herricanes

12U Boys: HBHF

12U Girls: NEFFL Playmakers

14U Boys: Leones

14U Girls: Seals

16U Boys: The Club

16U Girls: Pirate Bay Krewe

18U Girls: Apex Predators

Adult Men: New Dynasty

Adult Women: Top Shelf

Special Olympics North America: Allen

Become a Member
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10U Boys Winners: Tampa Bay Bolts (MVP: Jace McCluster)

01/12
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QUALIFIERS
Qualifiers are hosted by USA Football and there will be multiple ones throughout the country for you and your squad to compete at. Get ready to show

up and show out! 

BENEFITS OF COMPETING IN A QUALIFIER

Division winners earn an automatic FREE bid to The One!

Earn points toward Team Rankings to qualify for The One Flag Championship

Get Scouted for the 2025 U.S. National Team

Compete in elite flag play

LEARN MORE
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SANCTIONED TOURNAMENTS
Sanctioned Tournaments are run by independent operators or leagues across the country. Look for USA Football’s Sanctioned Tournament Seal when

picking tournaments to help you earn a spot at The One!

BENEFITS OF COMPETING IN SANCTIONED TOURNAMENTS

Earn points toward Team Rankings to qualify for The One Flag Championship

2025 U.S. National Team scouting opportunities at select events

Compete in elite flag play

LEARN MORE

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
The One Flag Championship 2024

WHAT WAS THE DATE AND LOCATION OF THE ONE IN 2024?

WAS THE ONE AN OPEN TOURNAMENT IN 2024?
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HOW DID A TEAM QUALIFY FOR THE ONE IN 2024?

WHAT WAS THE REGISTRATION PRICE PER TEAM FOR THE ONE IN 2024?

WHAT AGE DIVISIONS COMPETED AT THE ONE IN 2024?

WHAT WAS THE BIRTHDAY CUTOFF FOR THE DIVISIONS FOR THE ONE IN 2024?

WHAT WERE THE ROSTER SIZES FOR THE ONE IN 2024?

COULD A PLAYER BE ON MORE THAN ONE ROSTER FOR THE ONE IN 2024?

WAS PLAYER IDENTIFICATION REQUIRED FOR THE ONE IN 2024? IF SO, WHAT WAS THE COST AND THROUGH WHAT PROVIDER?

WHAT WAS THE TOURNAMENT FORMAT & HOW MANY GAMES WERE GUARANTEED FOR THE ONE IN 2024?

WHAT RULEBOOK WAS USED FOR THE ONE IN 2024?

WHAT FOOTBALLS WERE REQUIRED TO BE USED FOR THE ONE IN 2024?

WHAT FLAG BELTS WERE REQUIRED TO BE USED FOR THE ONE IN 2024?

WAS THERE SCOUTING AT THE ONE IN 2024?

WHAT AWARDS WERE GIVEN TO THE WINNERS OF THE ONE 2024?

WHAT SCHEDULING AND REGISTRATION PLATFORM WAS USED FOR THE ONE 2024?

WHEN WAS THE SCHEDULE POSTED FOR THE ONE IN 2024?

WHAT WAS THE COST FOR SPECTATORS TO ATTEND THE ONE IN 2024?

WERE THERE OTHER EVENTS HAPPENING DURING THE 2024 TOURNAMENT AND LEADING UP TO IT?

The One USA FLAG™ 5's Rulebook

Download Now
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STAY UPDATED

Want us to keep you in the loop? Create an account and never miss an update!
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WERE THERE ACCOMMODATION AND TRANSPORTATION OPTIONS AVAILABLE FOR SPECTATORS WHO ATTENDED THE ONE IN 2024?

WHEN AND WHERE DID TEAMS CHECK-IN FOR THE ONE IN 2024?

WERE THERE CONCESSIONS AVAILABLE AT THE ONE IN 2024?

WAS THERE PARKING AVAILABLE AT THE ONE IN 2024?
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FOOTBALL FOR ALL®
 
There are lots of ways to play this great game. Some athletes are ready to jump in and stick with tackle or �ag the rest of their
life, while others need a step-by-step approach that bridges one way to play to another.
 
The Football Development Model makes it easier to get started. No matter your athlete's age, skill level or way they want to
play, there's an option for them that meets them where they're comfortable.
 
These options are called Game Types and Game Categories. These give organizations and athletes new entry-points to the
game along with a gradual progression of added complexity and competition. This approach offers many paths to play, many
ways to develop and many reasons to stick with the game.
 

USA TACKLE & USA FLAG

From �ag to tackle, there are more paths to play football than ever before. Keep reading to
see which ones are best for your athlete or organization.

MORE OPTIONS

TM TM 

GAME TYPES & CATEGORIES

11/19/24, 8:09 AM Game Types & Categories: The Paths to Play - Football Development Model
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WHY WE BELIEVE
 
 

MORE ENTRY POINTS

 

 
Football is America's favorite sport, but it's played in a lot of different ways. 
 
Organizations that implement the model and these Game Types are offering more options for the athletes in their community
and are providing athletes with more reasons to stick with the game.

INFORMED DECISIONS

 

 
Football can seem complicated for athletes and their parents. These options simplify the path and help organizations build fun
and supportive environments.
 
With differing Levels of Contact and more Game Types, parents can pick the right entry point for their athlete.

LESS CONTACT

 

 
When organizations offer this step-by-step approach to playing the game, athletes will naturally experience less contact.
 
Overall, the Game Types that makeup the Football Development Model are designed to be a smarter and safer way to play and
teach the game. 

SKILL PROGRESSION

 

 
By taking a step-by-step approach to development for every football skill, proper fundamentals become easier to teach and
learn.
 
Through our Game Types and resources, skills can be taught and learned in a way that is developmentally appropriate for the
athlete, improving their understanding.

11/19/24, 8:09 AM Game Types & Categories: The Paths to Play - Football Development Model
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SPOTLIGHT: CREATING A BRIDGE FROM FLAG TO TACKLE

 
Helping athletes progress from �ag to tackle hasn't been straight forward. The new model bridges the divide - whether that's
through coach education or ways to play.

Let's focus on the Game Category called Limited Contact. It acts as a bridge from �ag to full contact, played on both smaller
and full-sized �elds. Wearing helmets and shoulder pads, plus TackleBar® harnesses or �ag belts, athletes learn how to
block, track and engage without purposefully going to the ground.
 
CASE STUDY: See how a league in Indiana bridged the divide, including parent and administrator reactions
 

GE T T HE S T UDY

 

GAME CATEGORIES

USA FLAG

NON-CONTACT

 
Athletes can experience many of the positions and skills of football in Non-Contact, often on smaller and shorter �elds with
fewer athletes. Our resources help coaches teach proper tracking skills to help athletes excel while preparing for versions of
the game with more contact later in life.
 

LE ARN MORE
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FLAG

USA TACKLE

LIMITED CONTACT

 
The new principles of Limited Contact introduce player-to-player contact in a progressive way through equipment options
such as TackleBar or Padded Flag, all while keeping athletes on their feet.
 

LE ARN MORE

 

ROOKIE LIMITED CONTACT™

SENIOR LIMITED CONTACT™

TM
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USA TACKLE

CONTACT

 
Contact football can be played in many ways - from the game we see on Sundays to small-sided games with fewer athletes. 
 

LE ARN MORE

 

ROOKIE TACKLE®

SENIOR TACKLE®

TM
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MIKE LAFLEUR ON PROGRESSING THROUGH GAME TYPES

00:33

CHRIS SNYDER ON SUCCESS WITH GAME TYPE PROGRESSIONS

00:56
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SIGN UP TO STAY CONNECTED
Receive updates and more information on the future of football.

GE T UPDAT ES

COACHES LEAGUES HOW IT WORKS THE COUNCIL

MEDIA USAFOOTBALL.COM

PRIVACY POLICY TERMS OF USE © 2024 COPYRIGHT USA FOOTBALL

HOW YOUR ORGANIZATION CAN GET STARTED

 
More ways to play doesn't have to be overwhelming. For help on getting started, contact your USA Football Regional Manager.
 

CON TACT US
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USA Flag today announced a multi-year deal with CBS Sports ahead of the upcoming 2025 Flag Football World Champio
will see Flag Football’s largest adult and youth �ag football tournament air on CBS Sports Network and online across st
via the CBS Sports app. 

The 2025 Flag Football World Championships will be held in Tampa Bay, Florida from January 15-19, at the Tournament 
Bay and showcases the best talent in the sport – bringing more than 1,200 teams, 10,000 athletes and 25,000 people in 
throughout the course of the event weekend to the local area. 

“USA Flag has proven itself to be one of the main driving forces in the �ag football space and today’s announcement wi
their World Championships to new heights in the years ahead,” said Jason Aughey, Senior Vice President of Sports Tour
Sports Commission, when noting the impact the event has had on Tampa. “The growth that this event has experienced o
of years in Tampa is truly staggering and we could not be more excited about the future and our partnership with USA F
CBS Sports will a�ord viewers the opportunity to see the best �ag football teams in the world competing at our renow
Tampa Bay and enjoying all that our destination has to o�er.”

“The Flag Football World Championships has been the pinnacle event globally for the �ag football community for many
astounding to see all of the players and teams come in from all over the world to play in this event” President & Co-Foun
Charles Davis added. 

For the 2025 Flag Football World Championships and upcoming season, BODYARMOR Sports Drink will also be featured
Hydration Partner” of USA Flag with the brand’s premium hydration options included on sidelines for all upcoming even

“Flag Football is one of the largest growing sports and we’re excited to be a part of the movement by partnering up wit
hydrating more than the 100,000 athletes that take part in their events year-round,” said Tom Gargiulo, CMO of BODYA
Nutrition. “Adding CBS Sports to the roster only gives the sport more opportunities to grow and expand its reach.” 

The 2025 Flag Football World Championships are an OPEN invite event, meaning any team regardless of location can en
to compete. There are youth boys’ and girls’ divisions, high school boys and girls, collegiate men and women as well as a
and coed divisions. There is no need to qualify so anyone can compete and have fun. 

If you or your team is looking to play, you can visit USA Flag online for more information at www.usa�ag.org

0
shares

Share on Facebook Share on Twitter +
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Travis Burnett

A veteran �ag football player and creator of FlagSpin.com, Travis helped found the Flag Football W
Championship Tour as a way to help revitalize and continue growing the sport, work to incorporat
and bring bigger and better events to the players and fans across the world.
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OAKLEY & USA FLAG

ANNOUNCE NEW MULTI  YEAR

PARTNERSHIP

DREW BREE’S CO-OWNED

RESTAURANT,  “WALK-ON’S”

BECOMES THE OFFICIAL

SPORTS BISTREAUX OF THE

2024 FLAG FOOTBALL WORLD

CHAMPIONSHIPS

SHOCK DOCTOR 

WITH USA FLAG O

TERM DEAL

TRAVIS BURNETT

A veteran �ag football player and creator of FlagSpin.com, Travis helped found the Flag Footb
Championship Tour as a way to help revitalize and continue growing the sport, work to incorpo
sponsors and bring bigger and better events to the players and fans across the world.
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NON-CONTACT
FLAG FOOTBALL

usafootball.com/fdm
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FUN / FAST / FUNDAMENTALS

Experience the excitement of the game without the  
contact. Flag is the heart of Non-Contact, and it’s a fun 
and fast-paced Game Type that can be played at any age 
on various field sizes. Flag is the first entry point for many 
organizations. It’s an inclusive way to get new athletes 
from your community involved with the game. 

In the Football Development Model, Non-Contact Flag is 
the first step in the Game Type progression, introducing 
football skills that are experienced in contact versions of 
the game and other sports. Some athletes decide to stay 
in flag forever, while others transition to contact versions 
of the game. The goal is to set them up for success for 
wherever their football journey takes them.

38%
4 QUICK FLAG STATS

62%

5x
more girls play flag than tackle – 
showing excitement for America’s 
favorite sport
Source: USA Football 2023 Participation Report

37%

FIVE PLAYER ENGAGEMENT  
& DEVELOPMENT TIPS

Make the game about fun and 
skill development

Promote an enjoyable and 
fast-paced game

Encourage an “all players, all 
positions, all skills” philosophy

 Limit roster sizes to two times 
the players per side (5v5 versions 
have 10 players per team)

Use USA Football’s skill 
progressions to optimize 
skill development

increase in flag participation in 
the last ten years, an increase of 
450,000 players 
Source: USA Football 2023 Participation Report

less money spent by parents on flag  
football compared to sports like  
baseball, basketball and soccer
Source: 2019 Aspen Institute via ESPN

of players aged 6-17 in flag are minorities 
– making this a great way to connect with 
everyone in your community
Source: USA Football 2023 Participation Report
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Coaches can find detailed breakdowns, drills and Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) for all these skills in  
USA Football’s Certification Resources like the Coach Planner App. Learn more at usafootball.com/certification.

BEYOND NON-CONTACT
Between Non-Contact and Contact, the model introduces 
Limited Contact. It features traditional equipment,  
player-to-player contact and expands the amount and depth 
of the Skill Progressions. Athletes wear flags or a foam bar 
style harness and stay on two feet, avoiding the ground.

FOUNDATIONAL INDIVIDUAL FOOTBALL SKILLS
The basics of every skill can be heavily developed within each game type of football.

PASSING // Pre-Pass Position > Posture > Throwing Mechanics > Finish

RUNNING & RECEIVING // Footwork > Hands > Vision > Finish

KICKING & PUNTING // Prepare > Contact Mechanics > Power > Finish

FOOTBALL MOVEMENT // General Athleticism > Football Performance

PREP FOR CONTACT // Falling > Tumbling > Grappling > Crawling

FLAG PULLING & TACKLING // Track > Prepare

THREE KEYS TO 
SUCCESSFUL 
FIELD LAYOUTS

 We recommend 30 yard by 70-yard fields with two  
10-yard endzones and midfield line-to-gain

Set up “No Run Zones” to precede each line-to-gain by 
five yards

Use full-sized football fields to create at least 2-3 
non-contact fields

INTEGRATING WITH CONTACT FOOTBALL
By following the principles of the Football Development Model, it’s never been easier to bridge the gap between 
Non-Contact and Contact football. 

WITHIN FLAG FOOTBALL
The Prep for Contact and Flag Pulling & Tackling 
Skill Progressions give coaches a script for 
building proper fundamentals that will be used 
in Game Types involving contact.

NOTE: IT IS IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT NOT EVERY GAME TYPE WILL UTILIZE EACH BASIC SKILL. THE PURPOSE HERE 
IS HELP ATHLETES DEVELOP THE CORE FOOTBALL SKILLS THAT WILL SUPPORT THEM ACROSS GAME TYPES.

Case 4:24-cv-01054     Document 1-16     Filed 11/26/24     Page 3 of 4 PageID #:  165

https://usafootball.com/coach-certification


There are many ways to add Non-Contact to your organization. For a 
fast start, you need rule books, implementation guides, playbooks, 
coach resources and equipment.

USA Football has you covered with all that through the Football  
Development Model. Just pick and choose what you need to get up  
and running. To access operational resources, just enroll with  
USA Football. We also have flag belts and equipment.

Learn more at usafootball.com/non-contact

BE PART OF THE RISE –  
ADD NON-CONTACT FLAG TO 
YOUR ORGANIZATION

THROUGH ENROLLMENT
THROUGH CERTIFICATION 

AND MEMBERSHIP
THROUGH GRANT  
OPPORTUNITIES

Flag Quick Start Guide Flag Certification Uniform/Apparel 
Packages

Non-Contact  
Implementation Guide Practice Plans Flag Belts

Flag Playbooks Player Progression Guide Footballs

Flag Rulebooks Contact Manual  
(Prep for Contact Resources) Flag Football Kit

Registration Templates Age-Based Videos Girls Flag Program  
Support/Resources

Budget Templates Flag Playbooks

VISIT USAFOOTBALL.COM/ENROLL VISIT USAFOOBALL.COM/CERTIFICATION VISIT USAFOOTBALL.COM/
GRANTS 

RESOURCES AVAILABLE

Your organization can earn recognition and rewards through the  
League Excellence Program. Featuring two or three Game Types are  
key components to earning the Silver or Gold seals. 

Learn more at usafootball.com/LEP.

DON’T FORGET
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Reg. No. 7,290,036

Registered Jan. 23, 2024

Int. Cl.: 41

Service Mark

Supplemental Register

USA Flag LLC  (TEXAS LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY)  
209 Trailwood Dr  
Allen, TEXAS 75002

CLASS 41: Arranging and conducting of sports events; Arranging and conducting youth 
sports programs in the field of flag football; Sport camp services

FIRST USE 5-11-2010; IN COMMERCE 10-28-2019

THE MARK CONSISTS OF STANDARD CHARACTERS WITHOUT CLAIM TO 
ANY PARTICULAR FONT STYLE, SIZE OR COLOR

No claim is made to the exclusive right to use the following apart from the mark as 
shown: "FLAG"

SER. NO. 97-367,238, FILED P.R. 04-17-2022; AM. S.R. 12-01-2023
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Page: 2 of 2 / RN # 7290036

REQUIREMENTS TO MAINTAIN YOUR FEDERAL TRADEMARK REGISTRATION

WARNING: YOUR REGISTRATION WILL BE CANCELLED IF YOU DO NOT FILE THE 
DOCUMENTS BELOW DURING THE SPECIFIED TIME PERIODS.

Requirements in the First Ten  Years* 
What and When to File:

First Filing Deadline:  You must file a Declaration of Use (or Excusable Nonuse) between the 5th and 6th 

years after the registration date.  See 15 U.S.C. §§1058, 1141k.  If the declaration is accepted, the 

registration will continue in force for the remainder of the ten-year period, calculated from the registration 

date, unless cancelled by an order of the Commissioner for Trademarks or a federal court.

•

Second Filing Deadline:  You must file a Declaration of Use (or Excusable Nonuse) and an Application 

for Renewal between the 9th and 10th years after the registration date.* See 15 U.S.C. §1059.

•

Requirements in Successive Ten-Year Periods* 
What and When to File:

You must file a Declaration of Use (or Excusable Nonuse)  and  an  Application for Renewal 
between every 9th and 10th-year period, calculated from the registration date.*

•

Grace Period Filings*

The above documents will be accepted as timely if filed within six months after the deadlines listed above with the 
payment of an additional fee.

*ATTENTION MADRID PROTOCOL REGISTRANTS:  The holder of an international registration with an 
extension of protection to the United States under the Madrid Protocol must timely file the Declarations of Use (or 
Excusable Nonuse) referenced above directly with the United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO). The 
time periods for filing are based on the U.S. registration date (not the international registration date).  The 
deadlines and grace periods for the Declarations of Use (or Excusable Nonuse) are identical to those for nationally 
issued registrations.  See 15 U.S.C. §§1058, 1141k.  However, owners of international registrations do not file 
renewal applications at the USPTO. Instead, the holder must file a renewal of the underlying international 
registration at the International Bureau of the  World Intellectual Property Organization, under Article 7 of the 
Madrid Protocol, before the expiration of each ten-year term of protection, calculated from the date of the 
international registration.  See 15 U.S.C. §1141j.  For more information and renewal forms for the international 
registration, see http://www.wipo.int/madrid/en/.

NOTE:  Fees and requirements for maintaining registrations are subject to change.  Please check the 
USPTO website for further information.  With the exception of renewal applications for registered 
extensions of protection, you can file the registration maintenance documents referenced above online at 
http://www.uspto.gov.

NOTE:  A courtesy e-mail reminder of USPTO maintenance filing deadlines will be sent to trademark 
owners/holders who authorize e-mail communication and maintain a current e-mail address with the 
USPTO. To ensure that e-mail is authorized and your address is current, please use the Trademark 
Electronic  Application System (TEAS) Correspondence  Address and Change of Owner  Address Forms 
available at http://www.uspto.gov.
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Mark Information
Mark Literal

Elements:
USA FLAG

Standard Character
Claim:

Yes. The mark consists of standard characters without claim to any particular font style, size, or color.

Mark Drawing
Type:

4 - STANDARD CHARACTER MARK

Disclaimer: "FLAG"

Related Properties Information
Claimed Ownership

of US
Registrations:

3182472, 3241236, 5172678 and others

Goods and Services
Note:
The following symbols indicate that the registrant/owner has amended the goods/services:

Brackets [..] indicate deleted goods/services;
Double parenthesis ((..)) identify any goods/services not claimed in a Section 15 affidavit of incontestability; and
Asterisks *..* identify additional (new) wording in the goods/services.

For: Educational services, namely, conducting programs, classes, seminars, conferences, workshops and exhibitions, displays, and
interactive exhibits on football in the field of player safety, coaching education, officiating education, and proper techniques, and the
distribution of educational materials in connection therewith, and the development and distribution of educational materials in the
nature of guides in hard copy and electronic format, booklets that contain model rules in hard copy and electronic format, and printed
educational materials all in connection therewith on the same topics; sports instruction services related to football; organizing,
conducting and operating a football league, football tournaments, football games, and football exhibitions for entertainment purposes;
sports training in the nature of player development, performance training, and player talent and ability evaluation services related to the
game of football

International
Class(es):

041 - Primary Class U.S Class(es): 100, 101, 107

Class Status: ACTIVE

Basis: 1(a)

First Use: Aug. 05, 2024 Use in Commerce: Aug. 05, 2024

For: Development of voluntary standards in the form of model rules for football

International
Class(es):

042 - Primary Class U.S Class(es): 100, 101

Class Status: ACTIVE

Generated on: This page was generated by TSDR on 2024-11-26 12:54:29 EST

Mark: USA FLAG

US Serial Number: 97724960 Application Filing
Date:

Dec. 20, 2022

Register: Supplemental

Mark Type: Service Mark

TM5 Common Status
Descriptor:

LIVE/APPLICATION/Under Examination

The trademark application has been accepted by the Office (has met the
minimum filing requirements) and that this application has been assigned to
an examiner.

Status: An Office action suspending further action on the application has been sent (issued) to the applicant. To view all documents in this file,
click on the Trademark Document Retrieval link at the top of this page.

Status Date: Oct. 04, 2024
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Basis: 1(a)

First Use: Aug. 08, 2024 Use in Commerce: Aug. 08, 2024

Basis Information (Case Level)

Filed Use: No Currently Use: Yes

Filed ITU: Yes Currently ITU: No

Filed 44D: No Currently 44D: No

Filed 44E: No Currently 44E: No

Filed 66A: No Currently 66A: No

Filed No Basis: No Currently No Basis: No

Current Owner(s) Information

Owner Name: USA Football, Inc.

Owner Address: 45 N. Pennsylvania Street
Suite 800
Indianapolis, INDIANA UNITED STATES 46204

Legal Entity Type: non-profit corporation State or Country
Where Organized:

VIRGINIA

Attorney/Correspondence Information

Attorney of Record

Attorney Name: Amie Peele Docket Number: 20011.00129

Attorney Primary
Email Address:

apeele@peelelawgroup.com Attorney Email
Authorized:

Yes

Correspondent

Correspondent
Name/Address:

Amie Peele
Peele Law Group, PC
49 Boone Village, Box 299
Zionsville, INDIANA United States 46077

Phone: 202-964-4500 Fax: 202-964-4502

Correspondent e-
mail:

apeele@peelelawgroup.com ahodges@peelelawg
roup.com afernandez@peelelawgroup.com docket
ing@peelelawgroup.com aricchiuto@peelelawgro
up.com

Correspondent e-
mail Authorized:

Yes

Domestic Representative - Not Found

Prosecution History

Date Description Proceeding
Number

Oct. 04, 2024 NOTIFICATION OF LETTER OF SUSPENSION E-MAILED

Oct. 04, 2024 LETTER OF SUSPENSION E-MAILED

Oct. 04, 2024 SUSPENSION LETTER WRITTEN

Aug. 12, 2024 TEAS/EMAIL CORRESPONDENCE ENTERED

Aug. 12, 2024 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED IN LAW OFFICE

Aug. 12, 2024 TEAS RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION RECEIVED

May 11, 2024 NOTIFICATION OF NON-FINAL ACTION E-MAILED

May 11, 2024 NON-FINAL ACTION E-MAILED

May 11, 2024 NON-FINAL ACTION WRITTEN

May 03, 2024 TEAS AMENDMENT OF USE RECEIVED

May 03, 2024 TEAS VOLUNTARY AMENDMENT RECEIVED

Mar. 06, 2024 TEAS/EMAIL CORRESPONDENCE ENTERED

Mar. 06, 2024 CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED IN LAW OFFICE

Mar. 06, 2024 TEAS RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION RECEIVED

Feb. 21, 2024 TEAS WITHDRAWAL OF ATTORNEY RECEIVED-FIRM RETAINS
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Feb. 21, 2024 TEAS CHANGE OF CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED

Feb. 21, 2024 ATTORNEY/DOM.REP.REVOKED AND/OR APPOINTED

Feb. 21, 2024 TEAS REVOKE/APP/CHANGE ADDR OF ATTY/DOM REP RECEIVED

Feb. 21, 2024 APPLICANT/CORRESPONDENCE CHANGES (NON-RESPONSIVE) ENTERED

Feb. 21, 2024 TEAS CHANGE OF OWNER ADDRESS RECEIVED

Dec. 06, 2023 APPLICATION EXTENSION GRANTED/RECEIPT PROVIDED

Dec. 06, 2023 APPLICATION EXTENSION TO RESPONSE PERIOD - RECEIVED

Sep. 07, 2023 NOTIFICATION OF NON-FINAL ACTION E-MAILED

Sep. 07, 2023 NON-FINAL ACTION E-MAILED

Sep. 07, 2023 NON-FINAL ACTION WRITTEN

Aug. 29, 2023 ASSIGNED TO EXAMINER

Jan. 17, 2023 NEW APPLICATION OFFICE SUPPLIED DATA ENTERED

Dec. 23, 2022 NEW APPLICATION ENTERED

TM Staff and Location Information

TM Staff Information

TM Attorney: PAYABYAB, EDWARD Law Office
Assigned:

LAW OFFICE 128

File Location

Current Location: TMO LAW OFFICE 128 Date in Location: Oct. 04, 2024
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PTO- 1478

Approved for use through 10/31/2024. OMB 0651-0009

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number

Trademark/Service Mark Application, Principal Register

Serial Number: 97724960
Filing Date: 12/20/2022

The table below presents the data as entered.

Input Field Entered

SERIAL NUMBER 97724960

MARK INFORMATION

*MARK USA FLAG

STANDARD CHARACTERS YES

USPTO-GENERATED IMAGE YES

LITERAL ELEMENT USA FLAG

MARK STATEMENT
The mark consists of standard characters, without claim to any
particular font style, size, or color.

REGISTER Principal

APPLICANT INFORMATION

*OWNER OF MARK USA Football, Inc.

INTERNAL ADDRESS Suite 800

*MAILING ADDRESS 45 N. Pennsylvania Street

*CITY Indianapolis

*STATE
(Required for U.S. applicants)

Indiana

*COUNTRY/REGION/JURISDICTION/U.S. TERRITORY United States

*ZIP/POSTAL CODE
(Required for U.S. and certain international addresses)

46204

*EMAIL ADDRESS XXXX

LEGAL ENTITY INFORMATION

TYPE non-profit corporation

STATE/COUNTRY/REGION/JURISDICTION/U.S. TERRITORY
WHERE LEGALLY ORGANIZED

Virginia

GOODS AND/OR SERVICES AND BASIS INFORMATION

INTERNATIONAL CLASS 041 

*IDENTIFICATION

Educational services, namely, conducting programs, classes,
seminars, conferences, workshops and exhibitions, displays,
and interactive exhibits on football in the field of player safety,
coaching education, officiating education, and proper
techniques, and the distribution of educational materials in
connection therewith, and the development and distribution of
educational materials in the nature of guides in hard copy and
electronic format, booklets that contain model rules in hard
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copy and electronic format, and printed educational materials
all in connection therewith on the same topics; sports
instruction services related to football; organizing, conducting
and operating a football league, football tournaments, football
games, and football exhibitions; sports training in the nature of
player development, performance training, physical wellness
training, and player talent and ability evaluation services
related to the game of football

FILING BASIS SECTION 1(b)

INTERNATIONAL CLASS 042 

*IDENTIFICATION
Development of voluntary standards in the form of model rules
for football

FILING BASIS SECTION 1(b)

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS SECTION

ACTIVE PRIOR REGISTRATION(S)
The applicant claims ownership of active prior U.S.
Registration Number(s) 3182472, 3241236, 5172678, and
others.

SECTION 2(f) Claim of Acquired Distinctiveness, based on Active Prior
Registration(s)

The mark has become distinctive of the goods/services as
evidenced by the ownership on the Principal Register for the
same mark for sufficiently similar goods/services of active
U.S. Registration No(s). 3182472; 3241236; 5172678;
4615961.

ATTORNEY INFORMATION

NAME Louis T. Perry

ATTORNEY DOCKET NUMBER 983928.33

ATTORNEY BAR MEMBERSHIP NUMBER XXX

YEAR OF ADMISSION XXXX

U.S. STATE/ COMMONWEALTH/ TERRITORY XX

FIRM NAME Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP

INTERNAL ADDRESS Suite 2500

STREET 300 N. Meridian Street

CITY Indianapolis

STATE Indiana

COUNTRY/REGION/JURISDICTION/U.S. TERRITORY United States

ZIP/POSTAL CODE 46204

EMAIL ADDRESS trademark@faegredrinker.com

OTHER APPOINTED ATTORNEY

Emily A. Bayton, Kaela T. Bauer, Jared B. Briant, Robert
Cannuscio, Joseph M. Carrafiello, Brian Coleman, Jennifer L.
Dean, Tore T. DeBella, Melissa S. Dillenbeck, Janet Fries,
Edwin A. Getz, Dianna L. Gould, Stephanie A. Gumm, Kelly
M. Horein, Diane J. Mason, Susan V. Mazurek, David R.
Merritt, Katlyn M. Moseley, Abe J. Shanehsaz, Patricia I.
Reding, Tom P. Ryan, James J. Saul, James R. Steffen, David
F. Gomez, and Gary S. Weinstein

CORRESPONDENCE INFORMATION

NAME Louis T. Perry
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PRIMARY EMAIL ADDRESS FOR CORRESPONDENCE trademark@faegredrinker.com

SECONDARY EMAIL ADDRESS(ES) (COURTESY COPIES) abe.shanehsaz@faegredrinker.com

FEE INFORMATION

APPLICATION FILING OPTION TEAS Standard

NUMBER OF CLASSES 2

APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION PER CLASS 350

*TOTAL FEES DUE 700

*TOTAL FEES PAID 700

SIGNATURE INFORMATION

SIGNATURE /Celeste Ballou/

SIGNATORY'S NAME Celeste Ballou

SIGNATORY'S POSITION Sr. Director of Brand Marketing

DATE SIGNED 12/20/2022

SIGNATURE METHOD Sent to third party for signature
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PTO- 1478

Approved for use through 10/31/2024. OMB 0651-0009

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number

 

Trademark/Service Mark Application, Principal Register

Serial Number: 97724960
Filing Date: 12/20/2022

To the Commissioner for Trademarks:

MARK: USA FLAG (Standard Characters, see mark)
The literal element of the mark consists of USA FLAG. The mark consists of standard characters, without claim to any particular font style, size,
or color.
The applicant, USA Football, Inc., a non-profit corporation legally organized under the laws of Virginia, having an address of
      Suite 800
      45 N. Pennsylvania Street
      Indianapolis, Indiana 46204
      United States
      XXXX

requests registration of the trademark/service mark identified above in the United States Patent and Trademark Office on the Principal Register
established by the Act of July 5, 1946 (15 U.S.C. Section 1051 et seq.), as amended, for the following:

International Class 041:  Educational services, namely, conducting programs, classes, seminars, conferences, workshops and exhibitions,
displays, and interactive exhibits on football in the field of player safety, coaching education, officiating education, and proper techniques, and
the distribution of educational materials in connection therewith, and the development and distribution of educational materials in the nature of
guides in hard copy and electronic format, booklets that contain model rules in hard copy and electronic format, and printed educational materials
all in connection therewith on the same topics; sports instruction services related to football; organizing, conducting and operating a football
league, football tournaments, football games, and football exhibitions; sports training in the nature of player development, performance training,
physical wellness training, and player talent and ability evaluation services related to the game of football
Intent to Use: The applicant has a bona fide intention, and is entitled, to use the mark in commerce on or in connection with the identified
goods/services.

International Class 042:  Development of voluntary standards in the form of model rules for football
Intent to Use: The applicant has a bona fide intention, and is entitled, to use the mark in commerce on or in connection with the identified
goods/services.

Claim of Active Prior Registration(s)
The applicant claims ownership of active prior U.S. Registration Number(s) 3182472, 3241236, 5172678, and others.

SECTION 2(f) Claim of Acquired Distinctiveness, based on Active Prior Registration(s)
The mark has become distinctive of the goods/services as evidenced by the ownership on the Principal Register for the same mark for sufficiently
similar goods/services of active U.S. Registration No(s). 3182472; 3241236; 5172678; 4615961.

The owner's/holder's proposed attorney information: Louis T. Perry. Other appointed attorneys are Emily A. Bayton, Kaela T. Bauer, Jared B.
Briant, Robert Cannuscio, Joseph M. Carrafiello, Brian Coleman, Jennifer L. Dean, Tore T. DeBella, Melissa S. Dillenbeck, Janet Fries, Edwin
A. Getz, Dianna L. Gould, Stephanie A. Gumm, Kelly M. Horein, Diane J. Mason, Susan V. Mazurek, David R. Merritt, Katlyn M. Moseley,
Abe J. Shanehsaz, Patricia I. Reding, Tom P. Ryan, James J. Saul, James R. Steffen, David F. Gomez, and Gary S. Weinstein. Louis T. Perry of
Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP, is a member of the XX bar, admitted to the bar in XXXX, bar membership no. XXX, and the attorney(s) is
located at
      Suite 2500
      300 N. Meridian Street
      Indianapolis, Indiana 46204
      United States
      trademark@faegredrinker.com
The docket/reference number is 983928.33.
Louis T. Perry submitted the following statement: The attorney of record is an active member in good standing of the bar of the highest court of a
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U.S. state, the District of Columbia, or any U.S. Commonwealth or territory.

The applicant's current Correspondence Information:

      Louis T. Perry

       PRIMARY EMAIL FOR CORRESPONDENCE: trademark@faegredrinker.com
       SECONDARY EMAIL ADDRESS(ES) (COURTESY COPIES): abe.shanehsaz@faegredrinker.com

Requirement for Email and Electronic Filing: I understand that a valid email address must be maintained by the applicant owner/holder and
the applicant owner's/holder's attorney, if appointed, and that all official trademark correspondence must be submitted via the Trademark
Electronic Application System (TEAS).
A fee payment in the amount of $700 has been submitted with the application, representing payment for 2 class(es).

Declaration

Basis:
If the applicant is filing the application based on use in commerce under 15 U.S.C. § 1051(a):

The signatory believes that the applicant is the owner of the trademark/service mark sought to be registered;
The mark is in use in commerce and was in use in commerce as of the filing date of the application on or in connection with the
goods/services in the application;
The specimen(s) shows the mark as used on or in connection with the goods/services in the application and was used on or in
connection with the goods/services in the application as of the application filing date; and
To the best of the signatory's knowledge and belief, the facts recited in the application are accurate.

And/Or
If the applicant is filing the application based on an intent to use the mark in commerce under 15 U.S.C. § 1051(b), § 1126(d),
and/or § 1126(e):

The signatory believes that the applicant is entitled to use the mark in commerce;
The applicant has a bona fide intention to use the mark in commerce and had a bona fide intention to use the mark in commerce as
of the application filing date on or in connection with the goods/services in the application; and
To the best of the signatory's knowledge and belief, the facts recited in the application are accurate.

To the best of the signatory's knowledge and belief, no other persons, except, if applicable, concurrent users, have the right to use the
mark in commerce, either in the identical form or in such near resemblance as to be likely, when used on or in connection with the
goods/services of such other persons, to cause confusion or mistake, or to deceive.

To the best of the signatory's knowledge, information, and belief, formed after an inquiry reasonable under the circumstances, the
allegations and other factual contentions made above have evidentiary support.

The signatory being warned that willful false statements and the like are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under 18 U.S.C. §
1001, and that such willful false statements and the like may jeopardize the validity of the application or submission or any registration
resulting therefrom, declares that all statements made of his/her own knowledge are true and all statements made on information and
belief are believed to be true.

Declaration Signature

Signature: /Celeste Ballou/   Date: 12/20/2022
Signatory's Name: Celeste Ballou
Signatory's Position: Sr. Director of Brand Marketing
Signatory's Phone Number: Not Provided
Signature method: Sent to third party for signature
Payment Sale Number: 97724960
Payment Accounting Date: 12/20/2022

Serial Number: 97724960
Internet Transmission Date: Tue Dec 20 13:04:39 ET 2022
TEAS Stamp: USPTO/BAS-XX.XXX.XXX.XX-2022122013044077
7259-97724960-8502690ea786b6b32af7b16b2a
6f8260d973bacc24f356a4c02dde2c25b5c099f1
-CC-04393784-20221219135111786938
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User: Edward Payabyab

Statistics for Case
97724960

# Search Total 
Marks

Dead 
Marks

Live Viewed 
Docs

Live Viewed 
Images

Status/Search 
Duration

1 97724960[sn] 1 0 1 1 0:00

2 "USA Football"[on] not dead[ld] 23 0 10 10 0:00

3 ("u s a" "u sa" "us a" *usa*)[bi,ti] not dead[ld] 20650 0 0 0 0:02

4 "united states of america"[bi,ti] not dead[ld] 1465 0 0 0 0:01

5 *{"fph":2}{"l":2}{v:2}g*[bi,ti] not dead[ld] 5495 0 0 0 0:01

6 *{"fph":2}{v:2}{"t":2}{"b":2}{v:2}l*[bi,ti] no
t dead[ld]

1162 0 0 0 0:01

7 3 and 5 36 0 36 36 0:02

8 3 and 6 42 0 42 42 0:02

9 4 and 5 5 0 5 5 0:01

10 4 and 6 6 0 6 6 0:01

11 5 and 6 28 0 28 28 0:02

12 *f{"l":2}{v:2}g*[bi,ti] not dead[ld] 3047 0 0 0 0:01

13 *fl{v:2}g*[bi,ti] not dead[ld] 3046 0 0 0 0:00

14 *flag*[bi,ti] not dead[ld] 1260 0 0 0 0:01

15 *flag[bi,ti] not dead[ld] 699 0 0 0 0:01

16 flag[bi,ti] not dead[ld] 669 0 0 0 0:01

17 14 and ("041" a b "200")[ic] 153 0 153 153 0:01

18 14 and ("042" a b "200")[ic] 67 0 67 67 0:00

19 *usa*[bi,ti] not dead[ld] 20212 0 0 0 0:01

20 *usa[bi,ti] not dead[ld] 6321 0 0 0 0:01

21 usa[bi,ti] not dead[ld] 5401 0 0 0 0:01

22 21 and ("041" a b "200")[ic] 896 0 0 0 0:01

23 21 and ("042" a b "200")[ic] 302 0 302 302 0:01

24 14 and ("044" a b "200")[ic] 23 0 23 23 0:01

25 21 and ("044" a b "200")[ic] 174 0 174 174 0:01

Session started 08/29/2023 7:13 pm

Session ended 08/29/2023 8:39 pm

Total search duration 25.00

Session duration 1 hours 25 minutes 42 seconds

Adjacency Level 1

Near Level 1
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User: Edward Payabyab

Statistics for Case
97724960

# Search Total 
Marks

Dead 
Marks

Live Viewed 
Docs

Live Viewed 
Images

Status/Search 
Duration

1 97724960[sn] 1 0 1 1 0:00

2 "USA Football"[on] not dead[ld] 23 0 10 10 0:00

3 ("u s a" "u sa" "us a" *usa*)[bi,ti] not dead[ld] 20650 0 0 0 0:02

4 "united states of america"[bi,ti] not dead[ld] 1465 0 0 0 0:01

5 *{"fph":2}{"l":2}{v:2}g*[bi,ti] not dead[ld] 5495 0 0 0 0:01

6 *{"fph":2}{v:2}{"t":2}{"b":2}{v:2}l*[bi,ti] no
t dead[ld]

1162 0 0 0 0:01

7 3 and 5 36 0 36 36 0:02

8 3 and 6 42 0 42 42 0:02

9 4 and 5 5 0 5 5 0:01

10 4 and 6 6 0 6 6 0:01

11 5 and 6 28 0 28 28 0:02

12 *f{"l":2}{v:2}g*[bi,ti] not dead[ld] 3047 0 0 0 0:01

13 *fl{v:2}g*[bi,ti] not dead[ld] 3046 0 0 0 0:00

14 *flag*[bi,ti] not dead[ld] 1260 0 0 0 0:01

15 *flag[bi,ti] not dead[ld] 699 0 0 0 0:01

16 flag[bi,ti] not dead[ld] 669 0 0 0 0:01

17 14 and ("041" a b "200")[ic] 153 0 153 153 0:01

18 14 and ("042" a b "200")[ic] 67 0 67 67 0:00

19 *usa*[bi,ti] not dead[ld] 20212 0 0 0 0:01

20 *usa[bi,ti] not dead[ld] 6321 0 0 0 0:01

21 usa[bi,ti] not dead[ld] 5401 0 0 0 0:01

22 21 and ("041" a b "200")[ic] 896 0 0 0 0:01

23 21 and ("042" a b "200")[ic] 302 0 302 302 0:01

Session started 08/29/2023 7:13 pm

Session ended 08/29/2023 7:52 pm

Total search duration 23.00

Session duration 39 minutes 21 seconds

Adjacency Level 1

Near Level 1
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To: Louis T. Perry(trademark@faegredrinker.com)

Subject: U.S. Trademark Application Serial No. 97724960 - USA FLAG - 983928.33

Sent: September 07, 2023 08:38:07 PM EDT

Sent As: tmng.notices@uspto.gov

Attachments

97367238
screencapture-dictionary-cambridge-org-us-dictionary-english-usa-16933321078911(1)
screencapture-dictionary-cambridge-org-us-dictionary-english-united-states-of-america-
16933328083991(1)
screencapture-www-columbiagazetteer-org-main-ViewPlace-0-148493-16933548783251
screencapture-www-britannica-com-dictionary-U-S-A-16933549739631
screencapture-www-britannica-com-dictionary-united-states-of-america-16933550116161
screencapture-www-columbiagazetteer-org-main-ViewPlace-0-61872-16933538756811
screencapture-www-britannica-com-dictionary-indianapolis-16933550739361
screencapture-www-vffa-com-16933542098551
screencapture-www-norcalflagfootball-org-16933543538791
screencapture-www-neoflag-net-16933544195251
screencapture-www-worldcupflagfootball-com-what-are-flag-football-rules-
16933335661661(1)
screencapture-nflflag-com-coaches-flag-football-rules-how-to-play-flag-football-
16933546773731
screencapture-sfhp-ehe-osu-edu-flag-football-16933547956071

United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO)
Office Action (Official Letter) About Applicant’s Trademark Application

U.S. Application Serial No. 97724960

Mark:  USA FLAG

Correspondence Address:  
LOUIS T. PERRY 
FAEGRE DRINKER BIDDLE & REATH LLP 
300 N. MERIDIAN STREET 
SUITE 2500 
INDIANAPOLIS IN 46204  
UNITED STATES

Applicant:  USA Football, Inc.

Reference/Docket No. 983928.33

Correspondence Email Address:  trademark@faegredrinker.com

 
 

NONFINAL OFFICE ACTION
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https://exm-tmng.uspto.gov/cms/rest/case/97724960/evidence/WCEscreencapture-www-columbiagazetteer-org-main-ViewPlace-0-61872-16933538756811.jpg?accessLevel=internal
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Response deadline.  File a response to this nonfinal Office action within three months of the “Issue 
date” below to avoid abandonment of the application. Review the Office action and respond using one 
of the links to the appropriate electronic forms in the “How to respond” section below.

Request an extension.  For a fee, applicant may request one three-month extension of the response 
deadline prior to filing a response. The request must be filed within three months of the “Issue date” 
below. If the extension request is granted, the USPTO must receive applicant’s response to this letter 
within six months of the “Issue date” to avoid abandonment of the application.

Issue date:  September 7, 2023

 
The referenced application has been reviewed by the assigned trademark examining attorney. Applicant 
must respond timely and completely to the issue(s) below. 15 U.S.C. §1062(b); 37 C.F.R. §§2.62(a), 
2.65(a); TMEP §§711, 718.03.
 
SUMMARY OF ISSUES:
 

PRIOR PENDING APPLICATION•
SECTION 2(e)(2) REFUSAL -- PRIMARILY GEOGRAPHICALLY DESCRIPTIVE•
SECTION 2(f) CLAIM UNACCEPTABLE •
IDENTIFICATION UNACCEPTABLE •

 
PRIOR PENDING APPLICATION
 
The trademark examining attorney has searched the USPTO database of registered and pending marks 
and has found no conflicting registered marks that would bar registration under Trademark Act Section 
2(d). 15 U.S.C. §1052(d); TMEP §704.02. However, a mark in a prior-filed pending application may 
present a bar to registration of applicant’s mark.
 
The filing date of pending U.S. Application Serial No. 97367238 precedes applicant’s filing date.  See 
attached referenced application.  If the mark in the referenced application registers, applicant’s mark 
may be refused registration under Trademark Act Section 2(d) because of a likelihood of confusion 
between the two marks.  See 15 U.S.C. §1052(d); 37 C.F.R. §2.83; TMEP §§1208 et seq.  Therefore, 
upon receipt of applicant’s response to this Office action, action on this application may be suspended 
pending final disposition of the earlier-filed referenced application. 
 
In response to this Office action, applicant may present arguments in support of registration by 
addressing the issue of the potential conflict between applicant’s mark and the mark in the referenced 
application.  Applicant’s election not to submit arguments at this time in no way limits applicant’s right 
to address this issue later if a refusal under Section 2(d) issues. 
 
SECTION 2(e)(2) REFUSAL -- PRIMARILY GEOGRAPHICALLY DESCRIPTIVE
 
Registration is refused because the applied-for mark is primarily geographically descriptive of the 
origin of applicant’s goods and/or services. Trademark Act Section 2(e)(2), 15 U.S.C. §1052(e)(2); see 
TMEP §§1210, 1210.01(a).
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A mark is primarily geographically descriptive when the following is demonstrated:
 

(1)        The primary significance of the mark to the purchasing public is a generally 
known location;

 
(2)        The goods or services originate in the place identified in the mark; and

 
(3)        The purchasing public would be likely to believe that the goods or services 

originate in the geographic place identified in the mark; that is, to make a goods-place or 
services-place association.

 
See Spiritline Cruises LLC v. Tour Mgmt. Servs., Inc., 2020 USPQ2d 48324, at *5 (TTAB 2020) (citing 
In re Nantucket, Inc., 677 F.2d 95, 96-97, 213 USPQ 889, 891 (C.C.P.A. 1982)); see also In re 
Newbridge Cutlery Co., 776 F.3d 854, 860-61, 113 USPQ2d 1445, 1448-49 (Fed. Cir. 2015); In re 
Societe Generale des Eaux Minerales de Vittel S.A., 824 F.2d 957, 959, 3 USPQ2d 1450, 1452 (Fed. 
Cir. 1987); In re JT Tobacconists, 59 USPQ2d 1080, 1081 (TTAB 2001)); TMEP §1210.01(a).
 
Applicant's mark is USA FLAG for "Educational services, namely, conducting programs, classes, 
seminars, conferences, workshops and exhibitions, displays, and interactive exhibits on football in the 
field of player safety, coaching education, officiating education, and proper techniques, and the 
distribution of educational materials in connection therewith, and the development and distribution of 
educational materials in the nature of guides in hard copy and electronic format, booklets that contain 
model rules in hard copy and electronic format, and printed educational materials all in connection 
therewith on the same topics; sports instruction services related to football; organizing, conducting and 
operating a football league, football tournaments, football games, and football exhibitions; sports 
training in the nature of player development, performance training, physical wellness training, and 
player talent and ability evaluation services related to the game of football" in International Class 041 
and "Development of voluntary standards in the form of model rules for football" in International Class 
042.
 

The primary significance is a generally known location1. 
 
The primary significance of USA is a geographic location, namely, the United States of America, a 
country in North America.  See evidence from Cambridge Dictionary, The Columbia Gazetteer of the 
World, and The Britannica Dictionary.  Therefore, the USA is a generally known location or place.
 

The services for which applicant seeks registration originate in the geographic location identified 
in the mark

2. 

 
For services to originate in a geographic place, the record must show that they are rendered at least in 
part in the geographic place. See In re Chalk’s Int’l Airline Inc., 21 USPQ2d 1637 (TTAB 1991) 
(holding PARADISE ISLAND AIRLINES primarily geographically descriptive of air transportation 
services of passengers and/or goods that are performed at least in part on Paradise Island); In re Cal. 
Pizza Kitchen Inc., 10 USPQ2d 1704 (TTAB 1988) (holding CALIFORNIA PIZZA KITCHEN 
primarily geographically descriptive of restaurant services rendered in California and outside the state 
as well); In re Opryland USA Inc., 1 USPQ2d 1409 (TTAB 1986) (holding THE NASHVILLE 
NETWORK primarily geographically descriptive of television production and distribution services 
provided in Nashville); TMEP §1210.03.
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Here, the record demonstrates that applicant’s services originate in the United States of America. 
Specifically, applicant is a non-profit corporation located in Indianapolis, Indiana, a city located in the 
United States of America.  See attached evidence in The Columbia Gazetteer of the World and The 
Britannica Dictionary.  Applicant also states in its application that it is located in the United States.  
Accordingly, applicant's services are performed in the United States of America.
 

Services-Place Association3. 
 
A goods-place or services-place association may be presumed where (1) the location in the mark is 
generally known to the purchasing public, (2) the term’s geographical significance is its primary 
significance, and (3) the goods and/or services do, in fact, originate from the named location in the 
mark. TMEP §1210.04; see, e.g., In re Cal. Pizza Kitchen Inc., 10 USPQ2d 1704, 1705 (TTAB 1988) 
(finding a services-place association was presumed between applicant’s restaurant services and 
California because the services originated in California); In re Handler Fenton Ws., Inc., 214 USPQ 
848, 850 (TTAB 1982) (finding a goods-place association was presumed between applicant’s t-shirts 
and Denver because the goods had their geographical origin in Denver); see also In re Nantucket, Inc., 
677 F.2d 95, 102, 213 USPQ 889, 895 (C.C.P.A. 1982) (Nies, J., concurring) (“[W]e must start with the 
concept that a geographic name of a place of business is a descriptive term when used on the goods of 
that business. There is a public goods/place association, in effect, presumed.” (internal footnote 
removed)).
 
As mentioned, the USA is an abbreviation for the United States of America, a well known country in 
North America. In addition, applicant is located in the USA, and therefore applicant’s services originate 
in the USA.
 
Furthermore, based on research concerning businesses offering similar services as applicant, the public 
is likely to believe that applicant’s mark identifies the place from which the services originate. For 
example, as the attached evidence shows, the Virginia Flag Football Association offers flag football 
tournaments in the state of Virginia.  See also evidence from Nor Cal Flag Football and Northeast Ohio 
Flag Football.  Accordingly, a public association of applicant’s services with the USA is presumed.
 

Additional wording in applicant’s mark does not obviate geographic significance4. 
 
The addition of generic or highly descriptive wording to a geographic word or term does not diminish 
that geographic word or term’s primary geographic significance. TMEP §1210.02(c)(ii); see, e.g., 
Spiritline Cruises LLC v. Tour Mgmt. Servs., Inc., 2020 USPQ2d 48324, at *6-7 (TTAB 2020) (holding 
CHARLESTON HARBOR TOURS primarily geographically descriptive of various travel tour and 
cruise services because TOURS is generic for the services and CHARLESTON HARBOR is a well-
known harbor in Charleston, South Carolina); In re Hollywood Lawyers Online, 110 USPQ2d 1852, 
1853-54 (TTAB 2014) (holding HOLLYWOOD LAWYERS ONLINE primarily geographically 
descriptive of attorney referrals, online business information, and an online business directory).
 
In this case, the addition of FLAG does not diminish the mark's primary geographic significance 
because it is descriptive of applicant's services.  As the attached evidence states, FLAG football is "a 
variation of American football played using helmets and pads, [where] participants wear flags around 
their waists."  See evidence from Flag Football World, NFL, and The Ohio State University.  
Accordingly, FLAG is descriptive of a characteristic of applicant's services, namely, that applicant's 
educational services and services concerning the development of voluntary standards involves a 
variation of American football where participants wear flags around their waists.
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Therefore, because applicant is a non-profit corporation in the USA, or the United States of America, a 
well-known location, and FLAG is highly descriptive and/or generic for applicant's services, the 
wording USA FLAG is primarily geographically descriptive. Registration is therefore refused pursuant 
to Section 2(e)(2) of the Trademark Act.
 
SUPPLEMENTAL REGISTER ADVISORY
 
Although an amendment to the Supplemental Register would be an appropriate response to this 
refusal(s) in an application based on Trademark Act Section 1(a) or 44, such a response is not 
appropriate in the present case. The instant application was filed under Section 1(b) and is not eligible 
for registration on the Supplemental Register until an acceptable amendment to allege use meeting the 
requirements of 37 C.F.R. §2.76 has been timely filed. 37 C.F.R. §2.47(d); TMEP §§816.02, 1102.03.
 
If applicant files an acceptable allegation of use and also amends to the Supplemental Register, the 
application effective filing date will be the date applicant met the minimum filing requirements under 
37 C.F.R. §2.76(c) for an amendment to allege use. TMEP §§816.02, 1102.03; see 37 C.F.R. §2.75(b). 
In addition, the undersigned trademark examining attorney will conduct a new search of the USPTO 
records for conflicting marks based on the later application filing date. TMEP §§206.01, 1102.03.
 
SECTION 2(f) CLAIM UNACCEPTABLE
 
Applicant has asserted a claim of acquired distinctiveness based on ownership of prior registrations 
with the marks USA FOOTBALL (with design), TEAM USA FOOTBALL in standard characters, 
USA FOOTBALL (with design), and USA FOOTBALL in standard characters. The applied-for mark 
is USA FLAG. As explained below, marks in the prior registrations does not support applicant’s claim 
of acquired distinctiveness because they are not the same mark.
 
A claim of acquired distinctiveness may be based on an applicant’s ownership of one or more active 
prior registrations of the same mark on the Principal Register. 37 C.F.R. §2.41(a)(1); TMEP §1212.04. 
An applied-for mark is considered the same mark if it is the legal equivalent of the previously-
registered mark. In re Highlights for Children, Inc., 118 USPQ2d 1268, 1273-74 (TTAB 2016) (citing 
In re Dial-A-Mattress Operating Corp., 240 F.3d 1341, 1347, 57 USPQ2d 1807, 1812 (Fed. Cir. 
2001)); TMEP §1212.04(b).
 
To be legal equivalents, the applied-for mark must be indistinguishable from the previously-registered 
mark or create the same, continuing commercial impression such that the consumer would consider 
them both to be the same mark. In re Highlights for Children, Inc., 118 USPQ2d at 1274, 1275 n.18 
(citing In re Dial-A-Mattress Operating Corp., 240 F.3d at 1347, 57 USPQ2d at 1812)); In re Nielsen 
Bus. Media, Inc., 93 USPQ2d 1545, 1547 (TTAB 2010); TMEP §1212.04(b).
 
In the present case, the applied-for mark and the mark in the prior registrations are not the same mark, 
and thus are not legal equivalents, because the wording in the marks differ.  In addition, two of the 
registered marks have designs, while applicant's mark does not.  Specifically, applicant's mark is USA 
FLAG in standard characters, while the registered marks are USA FOOTBALL (with design), TEAM 
USA FOOTBALL in standard characters, USA FOOTBALL (with design), and USA FOOTBALL in 
standard characters.  Only the USA portion of the marks are similar.
 
Therefore, the prior registration does not support applicant’s claim of acquired distinctiveness and the 
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claim is not accepted.
 
Although applicant’s mark has been refused registration, applicant may respond to the refusal(s) by 
submitting evidence and arguments in support of registration. However, if applicant responds to the 
refusal(s), applicant must also respond to the requirement(s) set forth below.
 
IDENTIFICATION UNACCEPTABLE  
 
The wording “football exhibitions” in the identification of services is indefinite and must be clarified 
because it does not state the purpose of the exhibitions. See 37 C.F.R. §2.32(a)(6); TMEP §1402.01.
 
Applicant has classified “physical wellness training” in International Class 41; however, the proper 
classification is International Class 44.  Athletic training services are health care services for athletes 
comprising of prevention, emergency care, clinical diagnosis, therapeutic intervention, rehabilitation of 
injuries and medical conditions, and other related health care services belong in Class 44.  Therefore, 
applicant may respond by (1) adding International Class 44 to the application and reclassifying these 
goods and/or services in the proper international class, (2) deleting “physical wellness training” from 
the application, or (3) deleting the remainder of the items in the identification and reclassifying the 
specified goods and/or services in the proper international class. See 37 C.F.R. §§2.86(a), 6.1; TMEP 
§§1403.02 et seq. If applicant adds one or more international classes to the application, applicant must 
comply with the multiple-class requirements specified in this Office action. 
 
Applicant may substitute the following wording (with additional wording in bold and deleted wording 
in strikethrough), if accurate:
 
International Class 041: Educational services, namely, conducting programs, classes, seminars, 
conferences, workshops and exhibitions, displays, and interactive exhibits on football in the field of 
player safety, coaching education, officiating education, and proper techniques, and the distribution of 
educational materials in connection therewith, and the development and distribution of educational 
materials in the nature of guides in hard copy and electronic format, booklets that contain model rules 
in hard copy and electronic format, and printed educational materials all in connection therewith on the 
same topics; sports instruction services related to football; organizing, conducting and operating a 
football league, football tournaments, football games, and football exhibitions for entertainment 
purposes; sports training in the nature of player development, performance training, physical wellness 
training, and player talent and ability evaluation services related to the game of football
 
International Class 042: Development of voluntary standards in the form of model rules for football 
 
International Class 044: Health care services in the nature of physical wellness athletic training
 
Applicant may amend the identification to clarify or limit the goods and/or services, but not to broaden 
or expand the goods and/or services beyond those in the original application or as acceptably amended. 
See 37 C.F.R. §2.71(a); TMEP §1402.06. Generally, any deleted goods and/or services may not later be 
reinserted. See TMEP §1402.07(e). Additionally, for applications filed under Trademark Act Section 
66(a), the scope of the identification for purposes of permissible amendments is limited by the 
international class assigned by the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization 
(International Bureau); and the classification of goods and/or services may not be changed from that 
assigned by the International Bureau. 37 C.F.R. §2.85(d); TMEP §§1401.03(d), 1904.02(b). Further, in 
a multiple-class Section 66(a) application, classes may not be added or goods and/or services 

Case 4:24-cv-01054     Document 1-18     Filed 11/26/24     Page 19 of 109 PageID #:  187



transferred from one existing class to another. 37 C.F.R. §2.85(d); TMEP §1401.03(d).  
 
For assistance with identifying and classifying goods and services in trademark applications, please see 
the USPTO’s online searchable U.S. Acceptable Identification of Goods and Services Manual. See 
TMEP §1402.04.
 
MULTIPLE-CLASS APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS
 
The application identifies goods and/or services in more than one international class; therefore, 
applicant must satisfy all the requirements below for each international class based on Trademark Act 
Section 1(b):
 

(1)  List the goods and/or services by their international class number in consecutive 
numerical order, starting with the lowest numbered class.
 
(2)  Submit a filing fee for each international class not covered by the fee(s) already paid 
(view the USPTO’s current fee schedule).  The application identifies goods and/or services that 
are classified in at least three classes; however, applicant submitted a fee(s) sufficient for only 
two class(es).  Applicant must either submit the filing fees for the classes not covered by the 
submitted fees or restrict the application to the number of classes covered by the fees already 
paid.

 
See 37 C.F.R. §2.86(a); TMEP §§1403.01, 1403.02(c).
 
For an overview of the requirements for a Section 1(b) multiple-class application and how to satisfy the 
requirements online using the Trademark Electronic Application System (TEAS) form, see the 
Multiple-class Application webpage.
 
RESPONSE GUIDELINES 
 
Response guidelines. For this application to proceed, applicant must explicitly address each refusal 
and/or requirement in this Office action. For a refusal, applicant may provide written arguments and 
evidence against the refusal, and may have other response options if specified above. For a 
requirement, applicant should set forth the changes or statements. Please see “Responding to Office 
Actions” and the informational video “Response to Office Action” for more information and tips on 
responding.
 
How to respond.  File a response form to this nonfinal Office action or file a request form for an 
extension of time to file a response.  

 

/Edward Payabyab/
Edward Payabyab
Examining Attorney 
LO128--LAW OFFICE 128
(571) 272-0021
Edward.Payabyab@USPTO.GOV
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RESPONSE GUIDANCE

Missing the deadline for responding to this letter will cause the application to abandon.  A 
response or extension request must be received by the USPTO before 11:59 p.m. Eastern Time 
of the last day of the response deadline.  Trademark Electronic Application System (TEAS) 
system availability could affect an applicant’s ability to timely respond.  For help resolving 
technical issues with TEAS, email TEAS@uspto.gov.

•

Responses signed by an unauthorized party are not accepted and can cause the application to 
abandon.  If applicant does not have an attorney, the response must be signed by the individual 
applicant, all joint applicants, or someone with legal authority to bind a juristic applicant.  If 
applicant has an attorney, the response must be signed by the attorney.

•

If needed, find contact information for the supervisor of the office or unit listed in the 
signature block.

•
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Print: Tue Aug 29 2023 97367238

(4) STANDARD CHARACTER MARK

Mark Punctuated
USA FLAG
Translation
Goods/Services

IC 041. US 100 101 107.G & S: Arranging and conducting of sports events; Arranging and conducting
youth sports programs in the field of flag football; Sport camp services. FIRST USE: 20100511. FIRST
USE IN COMMERCE: 20140800

•

Mark Drawing Code
(4) STANDARD CHARACTER MARK
Design Code
Serial Number
97367238
Filing Date
20220417
Current Filing Basis
1A
Original Filing Basis
1A
Publication for Opposition Date
Registration Number
Date Registered
Owner
(APPLICANT) USA Flag LLC LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY TEXAS 209 Trailwood Dr Allen TEXAS
75002
Priority Date
Disclaimer Statement
Description of Mark
Type of Mark
SERVICE MARK
Register
PRINCIPAL
Live Dead Indicator
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LIVE

Attorney of Record
Mark D. Nielsen
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United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO)

USPTO OFFICIAL NOTICE

Office Action (Official Letter) has issued  
on September 7, 2023 for  

U.S. Trademark Application Serial No. 97724960

A USPTO examining attorney has reviewed your trademark application and issued an Office 
action.  You must respond to this Office action to avoid your application abandoning.  Follow 
the steps below.  

(1)  Read the Office action.  This email is NOT the Office action.  

(2)  Respond to the Office action by the deadline using the Trademark Electronic Application 
System (TEAS).  Your response, or extension request, must be received by the USPTO on or 
before 11:59 p.m. Eastern Time of the last day of the response deadline.  Otherwise, your 
application will be abandoned.  See the Office action itself regarding how to respond.  

(3)  Direct general questions about using USPTO electronic forms, the USPTO website, the 
application process, the status of your application, and whether there are outstanding deadlines 
to the Trademark Assistance Center (TAC).  

After reading the Office action, address any question(s) regarding the specific content to the 
USPTO examining attorney identified in the Office action.  

GENERAL GUIDANCE
Check the status of your application periodically in the Trademark Status & 
Document Retrieval (TSDR) database to avoid missing critical deadlines.  

•

Update your correspondence email address to ensure you receive important USPTO 
notices about your application.  

•

Beware of trademark-related scams.  Protect yourself from people and companies that 
may try to take financial advantage of you.  Private companies may call you and pretend 
to be the USPTO or may send you communications that resemble official USPTO 
documents to trick you.  We will never request your credit card number or social security 
number over the phone.  Verify the correspondence originated from us by using your 
serial number in our database, TSDR, to confirm that it appears under the “Documents” 
tab, or contact the Trademark Assistance Center.  

•

Hiring a U.S.-licensed attorney.  If you do not have an attorney and are not required to •
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have one under the trademark rules, we encourage you to hire a U.S.-licensed attorney 
specializing in trademark law to help guide you through the registration process.  The 
USPTO examining attorney is not your attorney and cannot give you legal advice, but 
rather works for and represents the USPTO in trademark matters.  
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Print: Tue Aug 29 2023 97367238

(4) STANDARD CHARACTER MARK

Mark Punctuated
USA FLAG
Translation
Goods/Services

IC 041. US 100 101 107.G & S: Arranging and conducting of sports events; Arranging and conducting
youth sports programs in the field of flag football; Sport camp services. FIRST USE: 20100511. FIRST
USE IN COMMERCE: 20140800

•

Mark Drawing Code
(4) STANDARD CHARACTER MARK
Design Code
Serial Number
97367238
Filing Date
20220417
Current Filing Basis
1A
Original Filing Basis
1A
Publication for Opposition Date
Registration Number
Date Registered
Owner
(APPLICANT) USA Flag LLC LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY TEXAS 209 Trailwood Dr Allen TEXAS
75002
Priority Date
Disclaimer Statement
Description of Mark
Type of Mark
SERVICE MARK
Register
PRINCIPAL
Live Dead Indicator
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LIVE

Attorney of Record
Mark D. Nielsen
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PTO- 2313

Approved for use through 12/31/2024. OMB 0651-0086

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number

Extension of Time for Response to Office Action

The table below presents the data as entered.

Input Field Entered

SERIAL NUMBER 97724960

STATEMENT

Applicant requests a three-month extension of time to file the response under 37
C.F.R. §2.62(a)(2), which will extend the response deadline to six months from the
issue date of the Office action. Only one extension can be requested per Office
action.

OFFICE ACTION ISSUE DATE 09/07/2023

MARK SECTION

MARK FILE NAME mark

LITERAL ELEMENT USA FLAG

STANDARD CHARACTERS YES

USPTO-GENERATED IMAGE YES

OWNER SECTION (current)

NAME USA Football, Inc.

INTERNAL ADDRESS 45 N. Pennsylvania Street

MAILING ADDRESS Suite 800

CITY Indianapolis

STATE Indiana

ZIP/POSTAL CODE 46204

COUNTRY/REGION/JURISDICTION/U.S. TERRITORY United States

EMAIL XXXX

OWNER SECTION (proposed)

NAME USA Football, Inc.

INTERNAL ADDRESS Suite 800

MAILING ADDRESS 45 N. Pennsylvania Street

CITY Indianapolis

STATE Indiana

ZIP/POSTAL CODE 46204

COUNTRY/REGION/JURISDICTION/U.S. TERRITORY United States

EMAIL XXXX

CORRESPONDENCE INFORMATION (current)

NAME LOUIS T. PERRY

PRIMARY EMAIL ADDRESS FOR CORRESPONDENCE trademark@faegredrinker.com
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SECONDARY EMAIL ADDRESS(ES) (COURTESY COPIES) abe.shanehsaz@faegredrinker.com

CORRESPONDENCE INFORMATION (proposed)

NAME Louis T. Perry

PRIMARY EMAIL ADDRESS FOR CORRESPONDENCE trademark@faegredrinker.com

SECONDARY EMAIL ADDRESS(ES) (COURTESY COPIES) abe.shanehsaz@faegredrinker.com

DOCKET/REFERENCE NUMBER 983928.33

PAYMENT SECTION

EXTENSION REQUEST, PER OFFICE ACTION $125

TOTAL FEES DUE $125

SIGNATURE SECTION

DECLARATION SIGNATURE /Abe J. Shanehsaz/

SIGNATORY'S NAME Abe Jentry Shanehsaz

SIGNATORY'S POSITION Attorney of Record, Indiana bar member

SIGNATORY'S PHONE NUMBER 317-237-1029

DATE SIGNED 12/06/2023

SIGNATURE METHOD Sent to third party for signature

FILING INFORMATION SECTION

SUBMIT DATE Wed Dec 06 09:46:46 ET 2023

TEAS STAMP

USPTO/ELR-XX.X.XXX.XX-202
31206094647689300-9772496
0-85072825a480f481fe3576b
a972f7952c273f0d8f156d853
c6732f751f4c01d61-CC-4646
6804-20231204144259577244

PTO- 2313

Approved for use through 12/31/2024. OMB 0651-0086

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number

Extension of Time for Response to Office Action
To the Commissioner for Trademarks:

The following extension request is submitted for application Serial Number: 97724960 USA FLAG(Standard Characters, see https://tmng-
al.uspto.gov/resting2/api/img/97724960/large)

STATEMENT

Applicant requests a three-month extension of time to file the response under 37 C.F.R. §2.62(a)(2), which will extend the response deadline to
six months from the issue date of the Office action. Only one extension can be requested per Office action.

Office action issue date: 09/07/2023

OWNER/HOLDER INFORMATION
The owner/holder proposes to amend the following: 
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Current: USA Football, Inc. a(n) having an address of
      45 N. Pennsylvania Street
      Suite 800
      Indianapolis, Indiana 46204
      United States       Email Address: XXXX

Proposed: USA Football, Inc., , having an address of
      Suite 800
      45 N. Pennsylvania Street
      Indianapolis, Indiana 46204
      United States
      Email Address: XXXX

Correspondence Information (current)
      LOUIS T. PERRY
      PRIMARY EMAIL FOR CORRESPONDENCE: trademark@faegredrinker.com
      SECONDARY EMAIL ADDRESS(ES) (COURTESY COPIES): abe.shanehsaz@faegredrinker.com

Correspondence Information (proposed)
      Louis T. Perry
      PRIMARY EMAIL FOR CORRESPONDENCE: trademark@faegredrinker.com
      SECONDARY EMAIL ADDRESS(ES) (COURTESY COPIES): abe.shanehsaz@faegredrinker.com

The docket/reference number is 983928.33.

FEE(S)
Fee(s) in the amount of $125 is being submitted.

Requirement for Email and Electronic Filing: I understand that a valid email address must be maintained by the owner/holder and the
owner's/holder's attorney, if appointed, and that all official trademark correspondence must be submitted via the Trademark Electronic
Application System (TEAS).

SIGNATURE(S)

Signature: /Abe J. Shanehsaz/      Date: 12/06/2023
Signatory's Name: Abe Jentry Shanehsaz
Signatory's Position: Attorney of Record, Indiana bar member
Signatory's Phone Number: 317-237-1029

Signature method: Sent to third party for signature

Mailing Address:    LOUIS T. PERRY
   FAEGRE DRINKER BIDDLE & REATH LLP
   SUITE 2500
   300 N. MERIDIAN STREET
   INDIANAPOLIS, Indiana 46204
Mailing Address:    Louis T. Perry
   FAEGRE DRINKER BIDDLE & REATH LLP
   SUITE 2500
   300 N. MERIDIAN STREET
   INDIANAPOLIS, Indiana 46204
        
PAYMENT: 97724960
PAYMENT DATE: 12/06/2023
        
Serial Number: 97724960
Internet Transmission Date: Wed Dec 06 09:46:46 ET 2023
TEAS Stamp: USPTO/ELR-XX.X.XXX.XX-202312060946476893
00-97724960-85072825a480f481fe3576ba972f
7952c273f0d8f156d853c6732f751f4c01d61-CC
-46466804-20231204144259577244
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PTO- 2300

Approved for use through 07/31/2024. OMB 0651-0056

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number

Change Address or Representation Form

The table below presents the data as entered.

Input Field Entered

SERIAL NUMBER 97724960

MARK SECTION

MARK
USA FLAG (standard characters, see https://tmng-
al.uspto.gov/resting2/api/img/97724960/large)

OWNER SECTION(current)

NAME USA Football, Inc.

INTERNAL ADDRESS Suite 800

MAILING ADDRESS 45 N. Pennsylvania Street

CITY Indianapolis

STATE Indiana

STATE/COUNTRY/REGION/JURISDICTION/U.S.
TERRITORY

United States

ZIP/POSTAL CODE 46204

EMAIL XXXX

OWNER SECTION(proposed)

STATEMENT TEXT
By submission of this request, the undersigned requests that the following
be made of record for the owner/holder:

NAME USA Football, Inc.

INTERNAL ADDRESS Suite 800

MAILING ADDRESS 45 N. Pennsylvania Street

CITY Indianapolis

STATE Indiana

STATE/COUNTRY/REGION/JURISDICTION/U.S.
TERRITORY

United States

ZIP/POSTAL CODE 46204

EMAIL XXXX

ATTORNEY SECTION (current)

NAME Louis T. Perry

ATTORNEY BAR MEMBERSHIP NUMBER XXX

YEAR OF ADMISSION XXXX

U.S. STATE/ COMMONWEALTH/ TERRITORY XX

FIRM NAME FAEGRE DRINKER BIDDLE & REATH LLP

INTERNAL ADDRESS SUITE 2500

Case 4:24-cv-01054     Document 1-18     Filed 11/26/24     Page 105 of 109 PageID #:  273



STREET 300 N. MERIDIAN STREET

CITY INDIANAPOLIS

STATE Indiana

STATE/COUNTRY/REGION/JURISDICTION/U.S.
TERRITORY

United States

POSTAL/ZIP CODE 46204

EMAIL trademark@faegredrinker.com

DOCKET/REFERENCE NUMBER(S) 983928.33

STATEMENT OF THE REASON FOR REPLACEMENT

Owner requested Peele Law Group take over all mainenance of their trademark portfolio.

ATTORNEY SECTION (proposed)

STATEMENT TEXT
By submission of this request, the undersigned confirms that (1)
representation is ongoing and (2) that the individual listed below should
now be identified as the attorney of record:

NAME Amie Peele

ATTORNEY BAR MEMBERSHIP NUMBER XXX

YEAR OF ADMISSION XXXX

U.S. STATE/ COMMONWEALTH/ TERRITORY XX

FIRM NAME Peele Law Group, PC

OTHER APPOINTED ATTORNEY(S) Ashley Hodges, Alana Fernandez, Anne Ricchiuto

STREET 49 Boone Village, Box 299

CITY Zionsville

STATE Indiana

STATE/COUNTRY/REGION/JURISDICTION/U.S.
TERRITORY

United States

POSTAL/ZIP CODE 46077

PHONE 202-964-4500

FAX 202-964-4502

EMAIL apeele@peelelawgroup.com

DOCKET/REFERENCE NUMBER(S) 20011.00129

CORRESPONDENCE SECTION (current)

NAME Louis T. Perry

PRIMARY EMAIL ADDRESS FOR
CORRESPONDENCE

trademark@faegredrinker.com

SECONDARY EMAIL ADDRESS(ES) (COURTESY
COPIES)

abe.shanehsaz@faegredrinker.com

DOCKET/REFERENCE NUMBER(S) 983928.33

CORRESPONDENCE SECTION (proposed)

NAME Amie Peele

PRIMARY EMAIL ADDRESS FOR
CORRESPONDENCE

apeele@peelelawgroup.com
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SECONDARY EMAIL ADDRESS(ES) (COURTESY
COPIES)

ahodges@peelelawgroup.com; afernandez@peelelawgroup.com;
docketing@peelelawgroup.com; aricchiuto@peelelawgroup.com

SIGNATURE SECTION

SIGNATURE /jamieriley/

SIGNATORY NAME Jamie Riley

SIGNATORY DATE 02/21/2024

SIGNATORY POSITION Chief Operating Officer

ROLE OF AUTHORIZED SIGNATORY Owner/Holder not represented by an attorney

SIGNATURE METHOD Sent to third party for signature

FILING INFORMATION SECTION

SUBMIT DATE Wed Feb 21 15:38:29 ET 2024

TEAS STAMP

USPTO/CAR-XX.XXX.XXX.XXX-
20240221153829508914-9772
4960-8508824e83f1fb689298
c4e3f8d9488cb4b1131f834fa
59a04ceb7b763e5346b630-N/
A-N/A-2024022017242764465
0
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PTO- 2300

Approved for use through 07/31/2024. OMB 0651-0056

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number

 

Change Address or Representation Form
To the Commissioner for Trademarks:

MARK: USA FLAG (standard characters, see https://tmng-al.uspto.gov/resting2/api/img/97724960/large)
SERIAL NUMBER: 97724960

Owner Section (Current) : 
USA Football, Inc.
Suite 800
45 N. Pennsylvania Street
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204
United States
XXXX

By submission of this request, the undersigned requests that the following be made of record for the owner/holder:

Owner Section (proposed): 
USA Football, Inc.
Suite 800
45 N. Pennsylvania Street
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204
United States
XXXX

Attorney Section (Current):
Louis T. Perry of FAEGRE DRINKER BIDDLE & REATH LLP
XX bar, admitted in XXXX, bar membership no. XXX, is located at
SUITE 2500
300 N. MERIDIAN STREET
INDIANAPOLIS, Indiana 46204
United States
Email Address: trademark@faegredrinker.com
Docket Reference Number(s):983928.33.

STATEMENT OF THE REASON FOR REPLACEMENT
Owner requested Peele Law Group take over all mainenance of their trademark portfolio.

By submission of this request, the undersigned confirms that (1) representation is ongoing and (2) that the individual listed below should now be
identified as the attorney of record:

Attorney Section (proposed):
Amie Peele of Peele Law Group, PC
XX bar, admitted in XXXX, bar membership no. XXX, is located at
49 Boone Village, Box 299
Zionsville, Indiana 46077
United States
202-964-4500
202-964-4502
apeele@peelelawgroup.com
Other Appointed Attorney(s): Ashley Hodges, Alana Fernandez, Anne Ricchiuto

Docket Reference Number(s): 20011.00129
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Amie Peele submitted the following statement: The attorney of record is an active member in good standing of the bar of the highest court of a
U.S. state, the District of Columbia, or any U.S. Commonwealth or territory.

Correspondence Section (Current):
Louis T. Perry
PRIMARY EMAIL ADDRESS FOR CORRESPONDENCE: trademark@faegredrinker.com
SECONDARY EMAIL ADDRESS(ES) (COURTESY COPIES): abe.shanehsaz@faegredrinker.com
Docket Reference Number(s): 983928.33

Correspondence Section (proposed):
Amie Peele
PRIMARY EMAIL ADDRESS FOR CORRESPONDENCE: apeele@peelelawgroup.com
SECONDARY EMAIL ADDRESS(ES) (COURTESY COPIES): ahodges@peelelawgroup.com; afernandez@peelelawgroup.com;
docketing@peelelawgroup.com; aricchiuto@peelelawgroup.com
Docket Reference Number(s): 20011.00129

Requirement for Email and Electronic Filing: I understand that a valid email address must be maintained by the owner/holder and the
owner's/holder's attorney, if appointed, and that all official trademark correspondence must be submitted via the Trademark Electronic
Application System (TEAS).

Signature: /jamieriley/      Date: 02/21/2024
Signatory's Name: Jamie Riley
Signatory's Position: Chief Operating Officer
Signature method: Sent to third party for signature

The signatory has confirmed that he/she is either: (1) the owner/holder; or (2) a person or persons with legal authority to bind the owner/holder.

Serial Number: 97724960
Internet Transmission Date: Wed Feb 21 15:38:29 ET 2024
TEAS Stamp: USPTO/CAR-XX.XXX.XXX.XXX-202402211538295
08914-97724960-8508824e83f1fb689298c4e3f
8d9488cb4b1131f834fa59a04ceb7b763e5346b6
30-N/A-N/A-20240220172427644650
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PTO- 1957

Approved for use through 01/31/2027. OMB 0651-0050

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number

Response to Office Action

The table below presents the data as entered.

Input Field Entered

SERIAL NUMBER 97724960

MARK SECTION

MARK mark

LITERAL ELEMENT USA FLAG

STANDARD CHARACTERS YES

USPTO-GENERATED IMAGE YES

MARK STATEMENT
The mark consists of standard characters, without claim to any particular font style,
size or color.

EVIDENCE SECTION

        EVIDENCE FILE NAME(S)

       ORIGINAL PDF FILE
evi_1-2607fb90d90b4e263c3 7d2839bb07620-20240306165
706497580_._Office_Action _Response_USA_FLAG_Ser._N o._97724960.pdf

       CONVERTED PDF FILE(S)
       (3 pages)

\\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml4\ ROA0002.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml4\ ROA0003.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml4\ ROA0004.JPG

       ORIGINAL PDF FILE

evi_2607fb90d90b4e263c37d 2839bb07620-2024030616570
6497580_._Office_Action_R esponse_Evidence_1_USA_FL
AG_Ser._No._97724960.pdf

       CONVERTED PDF FILE(S)
       (43 pages)

\\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml4\ ROA0005.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml4\ ROA0006.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml4\ ROA0007.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml4\ ROA0008.JPG
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DESCRIPTION OF EVIDENCE FILE
Applicant's arguments in response to the Office Action dated September 7, 2023 are
attached hereto.
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ahodges@peelelawgroup.com; afernandez@peelelawgroup.com;
docketing@peelelawgroup.com; aricchiuto@peelelawgroup.com

DOCKET/REFERENCE NUMBER 20011.00129

SIGNATURE SECTION

RESPONSE SIGNATURE /ashleyhodges/

SIGNATORY'S NAME Ashley Hodges

SIGNATORY'S POSITION Attorney of Record

DATE SIGNED 03/06/2024
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U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number

Response to Office Action
To the Commissioner for Trademarks:

Application serial no. 97724960 USA FLAG(Standard Characters, see https://tmng-al.uspto.gov/resting2/api/img/97724960/large) has been
amended as follows:

EVIDENCE
Evidence has been attached: Applicant's arguments in response to the Office Action dated September 7, 2023 are attached hereto.
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The docket/reference number is 20011.00129.

Requirement for Email and Electronic Filing: I understand that a valid email address must be maintained by the owner/holder and the
owner's/holder's attorney, if appointed, and that all official trademark correspondence must be submitted via the Trademark Electronic
Application System (TEAS).
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Signatory's Name: Ashley Hodges
Signatory's Position: Attorney of Record
Signature method: Signed directly within the form
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attorney appointing him/her as an associate attorney in this matter.

Mailing Address:    Amie Peele
   Peele Law Group, PC
   
   49 Boone Village, Box 299
   Zionsville, Indiana 46077
Mailing Address:    Amie Peele
   Peele Law Group, PC
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Trademark Snap Shot Amendment & Mail Processing Stylesheet
(Table presents the data on Amendment & Mail Processing Complete)

OVERVIEW
 

SERIAL NUMBER 97724960 FILING DATE 12/20/2022

REG NUMBER 0000000 REG DATE N/A

REGISTER PRINCIPAL MARK TYPE SERVICE MARK

INTL REG # N/A INTL REG DATE N/A

TM ATTORNEY PAYABYAB, EDWARD TAN L.O. ASSIGNED O10-NOT FOUND

PUB INFORMATION
 

RUN DATE 03/07/2024

PUB DATE N/A

STATUS 661-RESPONSE AFTER NON-FINAL-ACTION-ENTERED

STATUS DATE 03/06/2024

LITERAL MARK ELEMENT USA FLAG

 

DATE ABANDONED N/A DATE CANCELLED N/A

SECTION 2F YES SECTION 2F IN PART NO

SECTION 8 NO SECTION 8 IN PART NO

SECTION 15 NO REPUB 12C N/A

RENEWAL FILED NO RENEWAL DATE N/A

DATE AMEND REG N/A    

FILING BASIS
 

FILED BASIS CURRENT BASIS AMENDED BASIS

1 (a) NO 1 (a) NO 1 (a) NO

1 (b) YES 1 (b) YES 1 (b) NO

44D NO 44D NO 44D NO

44E NO 44E NO 44E NO

66A NO 66A NO    

NO BASIS NO NO BASIS NO    

MARK DATA
 

STANDARD CHARACTER MARK YES

LITERAL MARK ELEMENT USA FLAG

MARK DRAWING CODE 4-STANDARD CHARACTER MARK

COLOR DRAWING FLAG NO

CURRENT OWNER INFORMATION
 

PARTY TYPE 10-ORIGINAL APPLICANT
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NAME USA Football, Inc.

ADDRESS 45 N. Pennsylvania Street
Suite 800
Indianapolis, IN 46204

ENTITY 99-non-profit corporation

CITIZENSHIP Virginia

GOODS AND SERVICES
 

INTERNATIONAL CLASS 041

          DESCRIPTION TEXT Educational services, namely, conducting programs, classes, seminars, conferences,
workshops and exhibitions, displays, and interactive exhibits on football in the field of
player safety, coaching education, officiating education, and proper techniques, and
the distribution of educational materials in connection therewith, and the
development and distribution of educational materials in the nature of guides in hard
copy and electronic format, booklets that contain model rules in hard copy and
electronic format, and printed educational materials all in connection therewith on the
same topics; sports instruction services related to football; organizing, conducting
and operating a football league, football tournaments, football games, and football
exhibitions; sports training in the nature of player development, performance training,
physical wellness training, and player talent and ability evaluation services related to
the game of football

INTERNATIONAL CLASS 042

          DESCRIPTION TEXT Development of voluntary standards in the form of model rules for football

GOODS AND SERVICES CLASSIFICATION
 

INTERNATIONAL
CLASS

041 FIRST USE DATE NONE FIRST USE IN
COMMERCE
DATE

NONE CLASS STATUS 6-ACTIVE

INTERNATIONAL
CLASS

042 FIRST USE DATE NONE FIRST USE IN
COMMERCE
DATE

NONE CLASS STATUS 6-ACTIVE

MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION/STATEMENTS
 

CHANGE IN REGISTRATION NO

OWNER OF US REG NOS 3182472    3241236    5172678   

PROSECUTION HISTORY
 

DATE ENT CD ENT TYPE DESCRIPTION ENT NUM

03/06/2024 TEME I TEAS/EMAIL CORRESPONDENCE ENTERED 017

03/06/2024 CRFA I CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED IN LAW OFFICE 016

03/06/2024 TROA I TEAS RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION RECEIVED 015

02/21/2024 EWAF I TEAS WITHDRAWAL OF ATTORNEY RECEIVED-FIRM RETAINS 014

02/21/2024 TCCA I TEAS CHANGE OF CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED 013

02/21/2024 ARAA I ATTORNEY/DOM.REP.REVOKED AND/OR APPOINTED 012

02/21/2024 REAP I TEAS REVOKE/APP/CHANGE ADDR OF ATTY/DOM REP RECEIVED 011

02/21/2024 CHAN I APPLICANT/CORRESPONDENCE CHANGES (NON-RESPONSIVE) ENTERED 010

02/21/2024 COAR I TEAS CHANGE OF OWNER ADDRESS RECEIVED 009

12/06/2023 XELG O APPLICATION EXTENSION GRANTED/RECEIPT PROVIDED 008

12/06/2023 XELR I APPLICATION EXTENSION TO RESPONSE PERIOD - RECEIVED 007
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09/07/2023 GNRN O NOTIFICATION OF NON-FINAL ACTION E-MAILED 006

09/07/2023 GNRT F NON-FINAL ACTION E-MAILED 005

09/07/2023 CNRT R NON-FINAL ACTION WRITTEN 004

08/29/2023 DOCK D ASSIGNED TO EXAMINER 003

01/17/2023 NWOS I NEW APPLICATION OFFICE SUPPLIED DATA ENTERED 002

12/23/2022 NWAP I NEW APPLICATION ENTERED 001

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE INFORMATION
 

ATTORNEY Amie Peele

CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS Amie Peele
Peele Law Group, PC
49 Boone Village, Box 299
Zionsville,IN 46077

DOMESTIC REPRESENTATIVE NONE
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PTO- 1966

Approved for use through 01/31/2027. OMB 0651-0050

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number

Voluntary Amendment

The table below presents the data as entered.

Input Field Entered

SERIAL NUMBER 97724960

MARK SECTION

MARK mark

LITERAL ELEMENT USA FLAG

STANDARD CHARACTERS YES

USPTO-GENERATED IMAGE YES

MARK STATEMENT
The mark consists of standard characters, without claim to any particular font style,
size or color.

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS SECTION

DISCLAIMER No claim is made to the exclusive right to use FLAG apart from the mark as shown.

SUPPLEMENTAL REGISTER

The applicant seeks registration of the mark on the Supplemental Register (i.e., a
change of the words 'Principal Register' to 'Supplemental Register'). NOTE: The
applicant has separately filed an Allegation of Use, to change the basis of this
application from Section 1(b), intent-to-use, to Section 1(a), use in commerce.

MISCELLANEOUS STATEMENT
Please suspend this application pending the outcome of Civil Action 4:23-cv-00465-
ALM.

CORRESPONDENCE INFORMATION

NAME Amie Peele

PRIMARY EMAIL ADDRESS FOR CORRESPONDENCE apeele@peelelawgroup.com

SECONDARY EMAIL ADDRESS(ES) (COURTESY COPIES)
ahodges@peelelawgroup.com; afernandez@peelelawgroup.com;
docketing@peelelawgroup.com; aricchiuto@peelelawgroup.com

DOCKET/REFERENCE NUMBER 20011.00129

SIGNATURE SECTION

RESPONSE SIGNATURE /ashleyhodges/

SIGNATORY'S NAME Ashley Hodges

SIGNATORY'S POSITION Attorney of Record

DATE SIGNED 05/03/2024

ROLE OF AUTHORIZED SIGNATORY Authorized U.S.-Licensed Attorney

SIGNATURE METHOD Signed directly within the form

FILING INFORMATION SECTION

SUBMIT DATE Fri May 03 09:36:34 ET 2024

USPTO/PRA-XXXX:XXXX:XXXX:
XXXX:XXXX:XXXX:XXXX:XXXX-
20240503093634788464-9772
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TEAS STAMP 4960-850f6d1f55c12d187ccc
edf78d8f1cde252bf573cb4ba
d6e9c312f3d3fc97ce853-N/A
-N/A-20240503092750779020

PTO- 1966

Approved for use through 01/31/2027. OMB 0651-0050

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number

Voluntary Amendment
To the Commissioner for Trademarks:

Application serial no. 97724960 USA FLAG(Standard Characters, see https://tmng-al.uspto.gov/resting2/api/img/97724960/large) has been
amended as follows:

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 
Disclaimer
No claim is made to the exclusive right to use FLAG apart from the mark as shown.

Supplemental Register 
The applicant seeks registration of the mark on the Supplemental Register (i.e., a change of the words 'Principal Register' to 'Supplemental
Register'). NOTE: The applicant has separately filed an Allegation of Use, to change the basis of this application from Section 1(b), intent-to-use,
to Section 1(a), use in commerce.

Miscellaneous Statement
Please suspend this application pending the outcome of Civil Action 4:23-cv-00465-ALM.

Correspondence Information 
      Amie Peele
      PRIMARY EMAIL FOR CORRESPONDENCE: apeele@peelelawgroup.com
      SECONDARY EMAIL ADDRESS(ES) (COURTESY COPIES): ahodges@peelelawgroup.com; afernandez@peelelawgroup.com;
docketing@peelelawgroup.com; aricchiuto@peelelawgroup.com

The docket/reference number is 20011.00129.

Requirement for Email and Electronic Filing: I understand that a valid email address must be maintained by the owner/holder and the
owner's/holder's attorney, if appointed, and that all official trademark correspondence must be submitted via the Trademark Electronic
Application System (TEAS).

SIGNATURE(S)
Voluntary Amendment Signature
Signature: /ashleyhodges/     Date: 05/03/2024
Signatory's Name: Ashley Hodges
Signatory's Position: Attorney of Record
Signature method: Signed directly within the form

The signatory has confirmed that he/she is a U.S.-licensed attorney who is an active member in good standing of the bar of the highest court of a
U.S. state (including the District of Columbia and any U.S. Commonwealth or territory); and he/she is currently the owner's/holder's attorney or
an associate thereof; and to the best of his/her knowledge, if prior to his/her appointment another U.S.-licensed attorney not currently associated
with his/her company/firm previously represented the owner/holder in this matter: the owner/holder has revoked their power of attorney by a
signed revocation or substitute power of attorney with the USPTO; the USPTO has granted that attorney's withdrawal request; the owner/holder
has filed a power of attorney appointing him/her in this matter; or the owner's/holder's appointed U.S.-licensed attorney has filed a power of
attorney appointing him/her as an associate attorney in this matter.
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Mailing Address:    Amie Peele
   Peele Law Group, PC
   
   49 Boone Village, Box 299
   Zionsville, Indiana 46077
Mailing Address:    Amie Peele
   Peele Law Group, PC
   49 Boone Village, Box 299
   Zionsville, Indiana 46077
        
Serial Number: 97724960
Internet Transmission Date: Fri May 03 09:36:34 ET 2024
TEAS Stamp: USPTO/PRA-XXXX:XXXX:XXXX:XXXX:XXXX:XXXX:
XXXX:XXXX-20240503093634788464-97724960-
850f6d1f55c12d187cccedf78d8f1cde252bf573
cb4bad6e9c312f3d3fc97ce853-N/A-N/A-20240
503092750779020
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PTO- 1553

Approved for use through 04/30/2027. OMB 0651-0054

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number

Trademark/Service Mark Amendment to Allege Use
(15 U.S.C. Section 1051(c))

The table below presents the data as entered.

Input Field Entered

SERIAL NUMBER 97724960

EXTENSION OF USE NO

MARK SECTION

MARK mark

LITERAL ELEMENT USA FLAG

STANDARD CHARACTERS YES

USPTO-GENERATED IMAGE YES

MARK STATEMENT
The mark consists of standard characters, without claim to any particular
font style, size or color.

OWNER SECTION

NAME USA Football, Inc.

INTERNAL ADDRESS Suite 800

MAILING ADDRESS 45 N. Pennsylvania Street

CITY Indianapolis

STATE Indiana

ZIP/POSTAL CODE 46204

STATE/COUNTRY/REGION/JURISDICTION/U.S.
TERRITORY

United States

EMAIL XXXX

CORRESPONDENCE INFORMATION (current)

NAME Amie Peele

PRIMARY EMAIL ADDRESS FOR
CORRESPONDENCE

apeele@peelelawgroup.com

SECONDARY EMAIL ADDRESS(ES) (COURTESY
COPIES)

ahodges@peelelawgroup.com; afernandez@peelelawgroup.com;
docketing@peelelawgroup.com; aricchiuto@peelelawgroup.com

CORRESPONDENCE INFORMATION (proposed)

NAME Amie Peele

PRIMARY EMAIL ADDRESS FOR
CORRESPONDENCE

apeele@peelelawgroup.com

SECONDARY EMAIL ADDRESS(ES) (COURTESY
COPIES)

ahodges@peelelawgroup.com; afernandez@peelelawgroup.com;
docketing@peelelawgroup.com; aricchiuto@peelelawgroup.com

DOCKET/REFERENCE NUMBER 20011.00129

GOODS AND/OR SERVICES SECTION
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INTERNATIONAL CLASS 041

CURRENT IDENTIFICATION

Educational services, namely, conducting programs, classes, seminars,
conferences, workshops and exhibitions, displays, and interactive exhibits
on football in the field of player safety, coaching education, officiating
education, and proper techniques, and the distribution of educational
materials in connection therewith, and the development and distribution of
educational materials in the nature of guides in hard copy and electronic
format, booklets that contain model rules in hard copy and electronic
format, and printed educational materials all in connection therewith on the
same topics; sports instruction services related to football; organizing,
conducting and operating a football league, football tournaments, football
games, and football exhibitions; sports training in the nature of player
development, performance training, physical wellness training, and player
talent and ability evaluation services related to the game of football

GOODS OR SERVICES KEEP ALL LISTED

FIRST USE ANYWHERE DATE 04/02/2024

FIRST USE IN COMMERCE DATE 04/02/2024

SPECIMEN FILE NAME(S)

       ORIGINAL PDF FILE
SPN0-2607fb90d99c4dfb9d54 fcfec3af317f-202405030010
59080524_._Specimen_for_U SA_FLAG_App._No._97724960.pdf

       CONVERTED PDF FILE(S)
       (6 pages)

\\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml7\
AAU0002.JPG

       
\\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml7\
AAU0003.JPG

       
\\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml7\
AAU0004.JPG

       
\\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml7\
AAU0005.JPG

       
\\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml7\
AAU0006.JPG

       
\\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml7\
AAU0007.JPG

SPECIMEN DESCRIPTION
print out of Applicant's website showing the mark used in connection with
the stated services

WEBPAGE URL https://fdm.usafootball.com/game-types

WEBPAGE DATE OF ACCESS 05/01/2024

INTERNATIONAL CLASS 042

CURRENT IDENTIFICATION Development of voluntary standards in the form of model rules for football

GOODS OR SERVICES KEEP ALL LISTED

FIRST USE ANYWHERE DATE 04/02/2024

FIRST USE IN COMMERCE DATE 04/02/2024

SPECIMEN FILE NAME(S)

       ORIGINAL PDF FILE
SPN1-2607fb90d99c4dfb9d54 fcfec3af317f-202405030010
59080524_._Specimen_for_U SA_FLAG_App._No._97724960.pdf

       CONVERTED PDF FILE(S) \\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml7\
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       (6 pages) AAU0008.JPG

       
\\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml7\
AAU0009.JPG
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\\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml7\
AAU0012.JPG

       
\\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml7\
AAU0013.JPG

SPECIMEN DESCRIPTION
print out of Applicant's website showing the mark used in connection with
the stated services

WEBPAGE URL https://fdm.usafootball.com/game-types

WEBPAGE DATE OF ACCESS 05/01/2024

REQUEST TO DIVIDE NO

PAYMENT SECTION

NUMBER OF CLASSES IN USE 2

SUBTOTAL AMOUNT [ALLEGATION OF USE FEE] 200

TOTAL AMOUNT 200

SIGNATURE SECTION

DECLARATION SIGNATURE /JamieRiley/

SIGNATORY'S NAME Jamie Riley

SIGNATORY'S POSITION Chief Operating Officer

DATE SIGNED 05/03/2024

SIGNATORY'S PHONE NUMBER 3175139876

SIGNATURE METHOD Sent to third party for signature

FILING INFORMATION

SUBMIT DATE Fri May 03 09:21:23 ET 2024

TEAS STAMP

USPTO/AAU-XXXX:XXXX:XXXX:
XXXX:XXXX:XXXX:XXXX:XXXX-
20240503092125111478-9772
4960-85068ab6799f8a54b1ad
4d734a86c2382cae0cd39cbfd
49d88883662512ca85-CC-212
37302-2024050300105908052
4
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PTO- 1553

Approved for use through 04/30/2027. OMB 0651-0054

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number

 

Trademark/Service Mark Amendment to Allege Use
(15 U.S.C. Section 1051(c))

To the Commissioner for Trademarks:
MARK: USA FLAG(Standard Characters, see https://tmng-al.uspto.gov/resting2/api/img/97724960/large)
SERIAL NUMBER: 97724960

OWNER AND/OR ENTITY INFORMATION
The owner proposes to amend the following: 
USA Football, Inc., having an address of
      Suite 800
      45 N. Pennsylvania Street
      Indianapolis, Indiana 46204
      United States
      Email: XXXX

The owner is submitting the following allegation of use information:

For International Class 041:
Current identification: Educational services, namely, conducting programs, classes, seminars, conferences, workshops and exhibitions, displays,
and interactive exhibits on football in the field of player safety, coaching education, officiating education, and proper techniques, and the
distribution of educational materials in connection therewith, and the development and distribution of educational materials in the nature of
guides in hard copy and electronic format, booklets that contain model rules in hard copy and electronic format, and printed educational materials
all in connection therewith on the same topics; sports instruction services related to football; organizing, conducting and operating a football
league, football tournaments, football games, and football exhibitions; sports training in the nature of player development, performance training,
physical wellness training, and player talent and ability evaluation services related to the game of football

The mark is in use in commerce on or in connection with all of the goods/services, or to indicate membership in the collective organization listed
in the application or Notice of Allowance or as subsequently modified for this specific class.

The mark was first used by the applicant, or the applicant's related company, licensee, or predecessor in interest at least as early as 04/02/2024,
and first used in commerce at least as early as 04/02/2024, and is now in use in such commerce. The applicant is submitting one specimen for the
class showing the mark as used in commerce on or in connection with any item in the class, consisting of a(n) print out of Applicant's website
showing the mark used in connection with the stated services.

Original PDF file:
SPN0-2607fb90d99c4dfb9d54 fcfec3af317f-202405030010 59080524_._Specimen_for_U SA_FLAG_App._No._97724960.pdf
Converted PDF file(s) (6 pages)
Specimen File1
Specimen File2
Specimen File3
Specimen File4
Specimen File5
Specimen File6

Webpage URL: https://fdm.usafootball.com/game-types
Webpage Date of Access: 05/01/2024

For International Class 042:
Current identification: Development of voluntary standards in the form of model rules for football

The mark is in use in commerce on or in connection with all of the goods/services, or to indicate membership in the collective organization listed
in the application or Notice of Allowance or as subsequently modified for this specific class.
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The mark was first used by the applicant, or the applicant's related company, licensee, or predecessor in interest at least as early as 04/02/2024,
and first used in commerce at least as early as 04/02/2024, and is now in use in such commerce. The applicant is submitting one specimen for the
class showing the mark as used in commerce on or in connection with any item in the class, consisting of a(n) print out of Applicant's website
showing the mark used in connection with the stated services.

Original PDF file:
SPN1-2607fb90d99c4dfb9d54 fcfec3af317f-202405030010 59080524_._Specimen_for_U SA_FLAG_App._No._97724960.pdf
Converted PDF file(s) (6 pages)
Specimen File1
Specimen File2
Specimen File3
Specimen File4
Specimen File5
Specimen File6

Webpage URL: https://fdm.usafootball.com/game-types
Webpage Date of Access: 05/01/2024

The applicant is not filing a Request to Divide with this Allegation of Use form.

Correspondence Information (current)
      Amie Peele
      PRIMARY EMAIL FOR CORRESPONDENCE: apeele@peelelawgroup.com
      SECONDARY EMAIL ADDRESS(ES) (COURTESY COPIES): ahodges@peelelawgroup.com; afernandez@peelelawgroup.com;
docketing@peelelawgroup.com; aricchiuto@peelelawgroup.com

Correspondence Information (proposed)
      Amie Peele
      PRIMARY EMAIL FOR CORRESPONDENCE: apeele@peelelawgroup.com
      SECONDARY EMAIL ADDRESS(ES) (COURTESY COPIES): ahodges@peelelawgroup.com; afernandez@peelelawgroup.com;
docketing@peelelawgroup.com; aricchiuto@peelelawgroup.com

The docket/reference number is 20011.00129.

Requirement for Email and Electronic Filing: I understand that a valid email address must be maintained by the applicant owner/holder and
the applicant owner's/holder's attorney, if appointed, and that all official trademark correspondence must be submitted via the Trademark
Electronic Application System (TEAS).

A fee payment in the amount of $200 will be submitted with the form, representing payment for the allegation of use for 2 classes.

Declaration

The signatory believes that the applicant is the owner of the mark sought to be registered.
For a trademark or service mark application, the mark is in use in commerce on or in connection with all the goods/services in the
application or notice of allowance, or as subsequently modified.
For a collective trademark, collective service mark, collective membership mark application, the applicant is exercising legitimate
control over the use of the mark in commerce by members on or in connection with all the goods/services/collective membership
organization in the application or notice of allowance, or as subsequently modified.
For a certification mark application, the applicant is exercising legitimate control over the use of the mark in commerce by authorized
users on or in connection with the all goods/services in the application or notice of allowance, or as subsequently modified, and the
applicant is not engaged in the production or marketing of the goods/services to which the mark is applied, except to advertise or
promote recognition of the certification program or of the goods/services that meet the certification standards of the applicant.

The specimen(s) shows the mark as used on or in connection with the goods/services/collective membership organization in commerce.

To the best of the signatory's knowledge and belief, no other persons, except, if applicable, authorized users, members, and/or
concurrent users, have the right to use the mark in commerce, either in the identical form or in such near resemblance as to be likely,
when used on or in connection with the goods/services/collective membership organization of such other persons, to cause confusion or
mistake, or to deceive.

To the best of the signatory's knowledge, information, and belief, formed after an inquiry reasonable under the circumstances, the
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allegations and other factual contentions made above have evidentiary support.

The signatory being warned that willful false statements and the like are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under 18 U.S.C. §
1001, and that such willful false statements and the like may jeopardize the validity of the application or submission or any registration
resulting therefrom, declares that all statements made of his/her own knowledge are true and all statements made on information and
belief are believed to be true.

Signature: /JamieRiley/      Date Signed: 05/03/2024
Signatory's Name: Jamie Riley
Signatory's Position: Chief Operating Officer
Signatory's Phone: 3175139876
Signature method: Sent to third party for signature

PAYMENT: 97724960
PAYMENT DATE: 05/03/2024

Serial Number: 97724960
Internet Transmission Date: Fri May 03 09:21:23 ET 2024
TEAS Stamp: USPTO/AAU-XXXX:XXXX:XXXX:XXXX:XXXX:XXXX:
XXXX:XXXX-20240503092125111478-97724960-
85068ab6799f8a54b1ad4d734a86c2382cae0cd3
9cbfd49d88883662512ca85-CC-21237302-2024
0503001059080524
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To: Amie Peele(apeele@peelelawgroup.com)

Subject: U.S. Trademark Application Serial No. 97724960 - USA FLAG - - 
20011.00129

Sent: May 11, 2024 06:03:11 PM EDT

Sent As: tmng.notices@uspto.gov

Attachments

7290036
screencapture-www-popwarner-com-default-aspx-17154621243431
screencapture-www-americanyouthfootball-com-football-17154629147831
screencapture-www-uiltexas-org-football-state-17154633627351
screencapture-playfootball-nfl-com-resources-youth-and-high-school-football-rules-
17154631767491
screencapture-www-ussportscamps-com-football-nike-1-district-of-columbia-washington-dc-
17154642643361
screencapture-www-footballcamps-com-footballcamps-virginia-overview-17154642986991
screencapture-www-thestjames-com-camps-summer-camps-17154643551731

United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO)
Office Action (Official Letter) About Applicant’s Trademark Application

U.S. Application Serial No. 97724960

Mark:  USA FLAG

Correspondence Address:  
Amie Peele 
Peele Law Group, PC 
49 Boone Village, Box 299 
Zionsville IN 46077  
United States

Applicant:  USA Football, Inc.

Reference/Docket No. 20011.00129

Correspondence Email Address:  apeele@peelelawgroup.com

 
 

NONFINAL OFFICE ACTION

 

Response deadline.  File a response to this nonfinal Office action within three months of the “Issue 
date” below to avoid abandonment of the application. Review the Office action and respond using one 
of the links to the appropriate electronic forms in the “How to respond” section below.
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Request an extension.  For a fee, applicant may request one three-month extension of the response 
deadline prior to filing a response. The request must be filed within three months of the “Issue date” 
below. If the extension request is granted, the USPTO must receive applicant’s response to this letter 
within six months of the “Issue date” to avoid abandonment of the application.

Issue date:  May 11, 2024

 
Based on information and/or documentation in applicant’s most response dated May 3, 2024 and the 
Amendment to Allege Use dated May 3, 2024, the trademark examining attorney now issues the 
following new refusal(s): failure to function and specimen unacceptable.  See TMEP §§706, 711.03.  
 
The following issue(s) raised in the previous September 7, 2023 Office action is 
maintained: identification unacceptable.  Moreover, Application No. 97367238 has registered and is 
addressed in the Section 2(d) refusal below.
 
The following refusal(s) and/or requirement(s) has been obviated and satisfied: Section 2(e)(2) refusal 
for being primarily geographically descriptive.  See TMEP §713.02.  Note that applicant's amendment 
to the Supplemental Register effectively withdraws its Section 2(f) claim. 
 
SUMMARY OF ISSUES that applicant must address:

NEW ISSUE: SECTION 2(d) REFUSAL -- LIKELIHOOD OF CONFUSION•
NEW ISSUE: FAILURE TO FUNCTION•
NEW ISSUE: SPECIMEN UNACCEPTABLE•
CONTINUED AND MAINTAINED: IDENTIFICATION UNACCEPTABLE•

 
SECTION 2(d) REFUSAL -- LIKELIHOOD OF CONFUSION
 
Registration of the applied-for mark is refused because of a likelihood of confusion with the mark in 
U.S. Registration No. 7290036. Trademark Act Section 2(d), 15 U.S.C. §1052(d); see TMEP 
§§1207.01 et seq. See the attached registration.
 
Trademark Act Section 2(d) bars registration of an applied-for mark that is so similar to a registered 
mark that it is likely consumers would be confused, mistaken, or deceived as to the commercial source 
of the goods and/or services of the parties. See 15 U.S.C. §1052(d). Likelihood of confusion is 
determined on a case-by-case basis by applying the factors set forth in In re E. I. du Pont de Nemours 
& Co., 476 F.2d 1357, 1361, 177 USPQ 563, 567 (C.C.P.A. 1973) (called the “du Pont factors”). In re 
i.am.symbolic, llc, 866 F.3d 1315, 1322, 123 USPQ2d 1744, 1747 (Fed. Cir. 2017). Any evidence of 
record related to those factors need be considered; however, “not all of the DuPont factors are relevant 
or of similar weight in every case.” In re Guild Mortg. Co., 912 F.3d 1376, 1379, 129 USPQ2d 1160, 
1162 (Fed. Cir. 2019) (quoting In re Dixie Rests., Inc., 105 F.3d 1405, 1406, 41 USPQ2d 1531, 1533 
(Fed. Cir. 1997)).
 
Although not all du Pont factors may be relevant, there are generally two key considerations in any 
likelihood of confusion analysis: (1) the similarities between the compared marks and (2) the 
relatedness of the compared goods and/or services. See In re i.am.symbolic, llc, 866 F.3d at 1322, 123 
USPQ2d at 1747 (quoting Herbko Int’l, Inc. v. Kappa Books, Inc., 308 F.3d 1156, 1164-65, 64 
USPQ2d 1375, 1380 (Fed. Cir. 2002)); Federated Foods, Inc. v. Fort Howard Paper Co., 544 F.2d 
1098, 1103, 192 USPQ 24, 29 (C.C.P.A. 1976) (“The fundamental inquiry mandated by [Section] 2(d) 
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goes to the cumulative effect of differences in the essential characteristics of the goods [or services] and 
differences in the marks.”); TMEP §1207.01.
 
Comparison of the Marks
 
In a likelihood of confusion determination, the marks in their entireties are compared for similarities in 
appearance, sound, connotation, and commercial impression. In re i.am.symbolic, llc, 866 F.3d 1315, 
1323, 123 USPQ2d 1744, 1748 (Fed. Cir. 2017); Stone Lion Capital Partners, LP v. Lion Capital LLP, 
746 F.3d 1317, 1321, 110 USPQ2d 1157, 1160 (Fed. Cir. 2014) (quoting Palm Bay Imps., Inc. v. Veuve 
Clicquot Ponsardin Maison Fondee En 1772, 396 F.3d 1369, 1371, 73 USPQ2d 1689, 1691 (Fed. Cir. 
2005)); In re E. I. du Pont de Nemours & Co., 476 F.2d 1357, 1361, 177 USPQ 563, 567 (C.C.P.A. 
1973); TMEP §1207.01(b)-(b)(v).
 
In the present case, applicant’s mark is USA FLAG and registrant’s mark is USA FLAG. These marks 
are identical in appearance, sound, and meaning, “and have the potential to be used . . . in exactly the 
same manner.” In re i.am.symbolic, llc, 116 USPQ2d 1406, 1411 (TTAB 2015), aff’d, 866 F.3d 1315, 
123 USPQ2d 1744 (Fed. Cir. 2017). Additionally, because they are identical, these marks are likely to 
engender the same connotation and overall commercial impression when considered in connection with 
applicant’s and registrant’s respective goods and/or services. Id.
 
Therefore, the marks are confusingly similar.
 
Comparison of the Goods and/or Services
 
The goods and/or services are compared to determine whether they are similar, commercially related, 
or travel in the same trade channels. See Coach Servs., Inc. v. Triumph Learning LLC, 668 F.3d 1356, 
1369-71, 101 USPQ2d 1713, 1722-23 (Fed. Cir. 2012); Herbko Int’l, Inc. v. Kappa Books, Inc., 308 
F.3d 1156, 1165, 64 USPQ2d 1375, 1381 (Fed. Cir. 2002); TMEP §§1207.01, 1207.01(a)(vi).
 
The compared goods and/or services need not be identical or even competitive to find a likelihood of 
confusion.  See On-line Careline Inc. v. Am. Online Inc., 229 F.3d 1080, 1086, 56 USPQ2d 1471, 1475 
(Fed. Cir. 2000); Recot, Inc. v. Becton, 214 F.3d 1322, 1329, 54 USPQ2d 1894, 1898 (Fed. Cir. 2000); 
TMEP §1207.01(a)(i).  They need only be “related in some manner and/or if the circumstances 
surrounding their marketing are such that they could give rise to the mistaken belief that [the goods 
and/or services] emanate from the same source.”  Coach Servs., Inc. v. Triumph Learning LLC, 668 
F.3d 1356, 1369, 101 USPQ2d 1713, 1722 (Fed. Cir. 2012) (quoting 7-Eleven Inc. v. Wechsler, 83 
USPQ2d 1715, 1724 (TTAB 2007)); TMEP §1207.01(a)(i); see Made in Nature, LLC v. Pharmavite 
LLC, 2022 USPQ2d 557, at *44 (TTAB 2022) (quoting In re Jump Designs LLC, 80 USPQ2d 1370, 
1374 (TTAB 2006)).
 
Applicant’s goods and/or services are:
 
International Class 041: Educational services, namely, conducting programs, classes, seminars, 
conferences, workshops and exhibitions, displays, and interactive exhibits on football in the field of 
player safety, coaching education, officiating education, and proper techniques, and the distribution of 
educational materials in connection therewith, and the development and distribution of educational 
materials in the nature of guides in hard copy and electronic format, booklets that contain model rules 
in hard copy and electronic format, and printed educational materials all in connection therewith on the 
same topics; sports instruction services related to football; organizing, conducting and operating a 
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football league, football tournaments, football games, and football exhibitions; sports training in the 
nature of player development, performance training, physical wellness training, and player talent and 
ability evaluation services related to the game of football
 
International Class 042: Development of voluntary standards in the form of model rules for football 
 
Registrant’s goods and/or services are: 
 
International Class 041: Arranging and conducting of sports events; Arranging and conducting youth 
sports programs in the field of flag football; Sport camp services 
 
The attached Internet evidence, consisting of websites featuring Pop Warner, American Youth Football, 
and University Interscholastic League, establishes that the same entity commonly manufactures, 
produces, or provides sporting events and development of football standards, and markets the goods 
and/or services under the same mark. Thus, applicant’s and registrant’s goods and/or services are 
considered related for likelihood of confusion purposes. See, e.g., In re Davey Prods. Pty Ltd., 92 
USPQ2d 1198, 1202-04 (TTAB 2009); In re Toshiba Med. Sys. Corp., 91 USPQ2d 1266, 1268-69, 
1271-72 (TTAB 2009). 
 
The attached Internet evidence, consisting of websites featuring Nike, Jonathan Allen Football Camp, 
and The St. James, establishes that the same entity commonly manufactures, produces, or provides 
football instruction, and markets the goods and/or services under the same mark.  Thus, applicant’s and 
registrant’s goods and/or services are considered related for likelihood of confusion purposes.  See, e.g., 
In re Davey Prods. Pty Ltd., 92 USPQ2d 1198, 1202-04 (TTAB 2009); In re Toshiba Med. Sys. Corp., 
91 USPQ2d 1266, 1268-69, 1271-72 (TTAB 2009).
 
Therefore, the goods and/or services are related for likelihood of confusion purposes.
 
Conclusion
 
Because the marks are similar and applicant’s and registrant’s respective goods and/or services are 
related, there is a likelihood of confusion as to the source of applicant’s goods and/or services. 
Therefore, applicant’s mark is refused registration under Trademark Act Section 2(d).
 
In its May 3, 2024 correspondence, applicant requested suspension pending the outcome of Civil 
Action 4:23- cv-00465-ALM, which presumable involves the cited registration.  The application will be 
suspended after applicant responds to this Office action, if no new issues arises.
 
Applicant should note the following additional ground for refusal. 
 
FAILURE TO FUNCTION
 
THIS REFUSAL APPLIES TO CLASS 41
 
Registration is refused because the applied-for mark, as used on the specimen of record, does not 
function as a service mark to identify and distinguish applicant’s services from those of others and to 
indicate the source of applicant’s services. Trademark Act Sections 1, 2, 3, and 45, 15 U.S.C. §§1051-
1053, 1127; see In re The Ride, LLC, 2020 USPQ2d 39644, at *6 (TTAB 2020); In re Keep A Breast 
Found., 123 USPQ2d 1869, 1879-80 (TTAB 2017); TMEP §§904.07(b), 1301.02.
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Whether a designation functions as a mark depends on the commercial impression it makes on the 
relevant public; that is, whether consumers would likely regard it as a source-indicator for the services. 
 See In re Vox Populi Registry Ltd., 25 F.4th 1348, 1351, 2022 USPQ2d 115, at *2 (Fed. Cir. 2022) 
(citing In re AC Webconnecting Holding B.V., 2020 USPQ2d 11048, at *3 (TTAB 2020)); In re The 
Ride, LLC, 2020 USPQ2d 39644, at *6 (TTAB 2020) (quoting In re Eagle Crest Inc., 96 USPQ2d 
1227, 1229 (TTAB 2010)); TMEP §1301.02.  The specimen and any other relevant evidence of use is 
reviewed to determine whether an applied-for mark is being used as a service mark.  See In re Vox 
Populi Registry Ltd., 25 F.4th at 1351, 2022 USPQ2d 115, at *2-3; In re The Ride, LLC, 2020 USPQ2d 
39644, at *6 (quoting In re Eagle Crest Inc., 96 USPQ2d at 1229); TMEP §1301.02. 
 
Not every designation used in the advertising or performance of services functions as a service mark, 
even though it may have been adopted with the intent to do so.  In re The Ride, LLC, 2020 USPQ2d 
39644, at *6 (quoting Am. Velcro, Inc. v. Charles Mayer Studios, Inc., 177 USPQ 149, 154 (TTAB 
1973)); see TMEP §1301.02.  Thus, a designation is registrable “only if it functions as an identifier of 
the source of applicant’s [] services.”  In re The Ride, LLC, 2020 USPQ2d 39644, at *5 (quoting In re 
DePorter, 129 USPQ2d 1298, 1299 (TTAB 2019)); see TMEP §1301.02. 
 
In this case, the applied-for mark, as shown on the specimen, does not function as a service mark.  The 
specimen shows the mark as a type of game type and merely conveys information about the 
services.  See In re Osterberg, 83 USPQ2d 1220, 1223 (TTAB 2007) (finding the mark not prominently 
displayed because it was buried in text describing the mark and, while the mark was shown in bold 
font, so was other matter); TMEP §1301.04(f)(i). For example, in one instance, the mark appears within 
the phrase USA TACKLE & USA FLAG GAME TYPES & CATEGORIES, and in an identical font 
and type size as GAME TYPES & CATEGORIES.  Thus, consumers would not recognize the mark as 
the source of applicant's educational services.
 
SPECIMEN UNACCEPTABLE
 
THIS REFUSAL APPLIES TO CLASS 42
 
Specimen does not show use of the mark in commerce. Registration is refused because the specimen 
does not show the applied-for mark as actually used in commerce in International Class(es) 42. 
Trademark Act Sections 1 and 45, 15 U.S.C. §§1051, 1127; 37 C.F.R. §§2.34(a)(1)(iv), 2.56(a); TMEP 
§§904, 904.07(a), 1301.04(g)(i). An application based on Trademark Act Section 1(a) must include a 
specimen showing the applied-for mark as actually used in commerce for each international class of 
services identified in the application or amendment to allege use. 15 U.S.C. §1051(a)(1); 37 C.F.R. 
§§2.34(a)(1)(iv), 2.56(a); TMEP §§904, 904.07(a).
 
Specifically, the specimen does not reference that applicant develops voluntary standards in the form of 
model rules for football.
 
Examples of specimens.  Specimens for services must show a direct association between the mark and 
the services and include: (1) copies of advertising and marketing material, (2) a photograph of business 
signage or billboards, or (3) materials showing the mark in the sale, rendering, or advertising of the 
services.  See 37 C.F.R. §2.56(b)(2), (c); TMEP §1301.04(a), (h)(iv)(C).  Any webpage printout or 
screenshot submitted as a specimen must include the webpage’s URL and the date it was accessed or 
printed on the specimen itself, within the TEAS form that submits the specimen, or in a verified 
statement under 37 C.F.R. §2.20 or 28 U.S.C. §1746 in a later-filed response.  See 37 C.F.R. §2.56(c); 
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TMEP §§904.03(i), 1301.04(a).
 
Response options. Applicant may respond to this refusal by satisfying one of the following for each 
applicable international class:
 

(1)        Submit a different specimen (a verified “substitute” specimen) that (a) was 
in actual use in commerce at least as early as the filing date of the application or prior to 
the filing of an amendment to allege use and (b) shows the mark in actual use in commerce 
for the services identified in the application or amendment to allege use. A “verified 
substitute specimen” is a specimen that is accompanied by the following statement made in 
a signed affidavit or supported by a declaration under 37 C.F.R. §2.20: “The substitute (or 
new, or originally submitted, if appropriate) specimen(s) was/were in use in commerce at 
least as early as the filing date of the application or prior to the filing of the amendment to 
allege use.” The substitute specimen cannot be accepted without this statement.

 
(2)        Amend the filing basis to intent to use under Section 1(b) (which includes 

withdrawing an amendment to allege use, if one was filed), as no specimen is required 
before publication. This option will later necessitate additional fee(s) and filing 
requirements, including a specimen.

 
For an overview of the response options referenced above and instructions on how to satisfy these 
options using the online Trademark Electronic Application System (TEAS) form, see the Specimen 
webpage.
 
IDENTIFICATION UNACCEPTABLE 
 
The wording “football exhibitions” in the identification of services is indefinite and must be clarified 
because it does not state the purpose of the exhibitions. See 37 C.F.R. §2.32(a)(6); TMEP §1402.01.
 
Applicant has classified “physical wellness training” in International Class 41; however, the proper 
classification is International Class 44.  Athletic training services are health care services for athletes 
comprising of prevention, emergency care, clinical diagnosis, therapeutic intervention, rehabilitation of 
injuries and medical conditions, and other related health care services belong in Class 44.  Therefore, 
applicant may respond by (1) adding International Class 44 to the application and reclassifying these 
goods and/or services in the proper international class, (2) deleting “physical wellness training” from 
the application, or (3) deleting the remainder of the items in the identification and reclassifying the 
specified goods and/or services in the proper international class. See 37 C.F.R. §§2.86(a), 6.1; TMEP 
§§1403.02 et seq. If applicant adds one or more international classes to the application, applicant must 
comply with the multiple-class requirements specified in this Office action. 
 
Applicant may substitute the following wording (with additional wording in bold and deleted wording 
in strikethrough), if accurate:
 
International Class 041: Educational services, namely, conducting programs, classes, seminars, 
conferences, workshops and exhibitions, displays, and interactive exhibits on football in the field of 
player safety, coaching education, officiating education, and proper techniques, and the distribution of 
educational materials in connection therewith, and the development and distribution of educational 
materials in the nature of guides in hard copy and electronic format, booklets that contain model rules 
in hard copy and electronic format, and printed educational materials all in connection therewith on the 
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same topics; sports instruction services related to football; organizing, conducting and operating a 
football league, football tournaments, football games, and football exhibitions for entertainment 
purposes; sports training in the nature of player development, performance training, physical wellness 
training, and player talent and ability evaluation services related to the game of football
 
International Class 042: Development of voluntary standards in the form of model rules for football 
 
International Class 044: Health care services in the nature of physical wellness athletic training
 
Applicant may amend the identification to clarify or limit the goods and/or services, but not to broaden 
or expand the goods and/or services beyond those in the original application or as acceptably 
amended. See 37 C.F.R. §2.71(a); TMEP §1402.06. Generally, any deleted goods and/or services may 
not later be reinserted. See TMEP §1402.07(e). Additionally, for applications filed under Trademark 
Act Section 66(a), the scope of the identification for purposes of permissible amendments is limited by 
the international class assigned by the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property 
Organization (International Bureau); and the classification of goods and/or services may not be 
changed from that assigned by the International Bureau. 37 C.F.R. §2.85(d); TMEP §§1401.03(d), 
1904.02(b). Further, in a multiple-class Section 66(a) application, classes may not be added or goods 
and/or services transferred from one existing class to another. 37 C.F.R. §2.85(d); TMEP §1401.03(d). 
 
For assistance with identifying and classifying goods and services in trademark applications, please see 
the USPTO’s online searchable U.S. Acceptable Identification of Goods and 
Services Manual. See TMEP §1402.04.
 
In its March 6, 2024 and May 3, 2024 correspondence, applicant does not address the identification 
requirement.
 
MULTIPLE-CLASS APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS
 
The application identifies goods and/or services in more than one international class; therefore, 
applicant must satisfy all the requirements below for each international class based on Trademark Act 
Section 1(b):
 

(1)  List the goods and/or services by their international class number in consecutive 
numerical order, starting with the lowest numbered class.
 
(2)  Submit a filing fee for each international class not covered by the fee(s) already paid 
(view the USPTO’s current fee schedule).  The application identifies goods and/or services that 
are classified in at least three classes; however, applicant submitted a fee(s) sufficient for 
only two class(es).  Applicant must either submit the filing fees for the classes not covered by the 
submitted fees or restrict the application to the number of classes covered by the fees already 
paid.

 
See 37 C.F.R. §2.86(a); TMEP §§1403.01, 1403.02(c).
 
For an overview of the requirements for a Section 1(b) multiple-class application and how to satisfy the 
requirements online using the Trademark Electronic Application System (TEAS) form, see 
the Multiple-class Application webpage.
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RESPONSE GUIDELINES 
 
Response guidelines.  For this application to proceed, applicant must explicitly address each refusal 
and/or requirement in this Office action.  For a refusal, applicant may provide written arguments and 
evidence against the refusal, and may have other response options if specified above.  For a 
requirement, applicant should set forth the changes or statements.  Please see the Responding to Office 
Actions webpage for more information and tips on responding.
 
How to respond.  File a response form to this nonfinal Office action or file a request form for an 
extension of time to file a response.  

 

/Edward Payabyab/
Edward Payabyab
Examining Attorney 
LO128--LAW OFFICE 128
(571) 272-0021
Edward.Payabyab@USPTO.GOV

 

RESPONSE GUIDANCE

Missing the deadline for responding to this letter will cause the application to abandon.  A 
response or extension request must be received by the USPTO before 11:59 p.m. Eastern Time 
of the last day of the response deadline.  Trademark Electronic Application System (TEAS) 
system availability could affect an applicant’s ability to timely respond.  For help resolving 
technical issues with TEAS, email TEAS@uspto.gov.

•

Responses signed by an unauthorized party are not accepted and can cause the application to 
abandon.  If applicant does not have an attorney, the response must be signed by the individual 
applicant, all joint applicants, or someone with legal authority to bind a juristic applicant.  If 
applicant has an attorney, the response must be signed by the attorney.

•

If needed, find contact information for the supervisor of the office or unit listed in the 
signature block.

•
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Word Mark USA FLAG

Goods/Services
IC 041 US 100 101 107
Arranging and conducting of sports events; Arranging and conducting youth 
sports programs in the field of flag football; Sport camp services.

Register SUPPLEMENTAL

Serial Number 97367238

Filing Date 2022-04-17T00:00:00

Original Filing Basis 1a

Current Filing Basis 1a

Registration Number 7290036

Date Registered 2024-01-23

Owner (REGISTRANT) USA Flag LLC (LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY; 
TEXAS, USA); 209 Trailwood Dr, Allen, TEXAS 75002, UNITED STATES

Type of Mark SERVICE MARK

Mark Drawing Code (4) STANDARD CHARACTER MARK

Disclaimer "FLAG"

Live Dead Indicator LIVE

Status REGISTERED

Attorney of Record Mark D. Nielsen

 
 

 May 11, 2024 5:54 PM Print: 
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United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO)

USPTO OFFICIAL NOTICE

Office Action (Official Letter) has issued  
on May 11, 2024 for  

U.S. Trademark Application Serial No. 97724960

A USPTO examining attorney has reviewed your trademark application and issued an Office 
action.  You must respond to this Office action to avoid your application abandoning.  Follow 
the steps below.  

(1)  Read the Office action.  This email is NOT the Office action.  

(2)  Respond to the Office action by the deadline using the Trademark Electronic Application 
System (TEAS).  Your response, or extension request, must be received by the USPTO on or 
before 11:59 p.m. Eastern Time of the last day of the response deadline.  Otherwise, your 
application will be abandoned.  See the Office action itself regarding how to respond.  

(3)  Direct general questions about using USPTO electronic forms, the USPTO website, the 
application process, the status of your application, and whether there are outstanding deadlines 
to the Trademark Assistance Center (TAC).  

After reading the Office action, address any question(s) regarding the specific content to the 
USPTO examining attorney identified in the Office action.  

GENERAL GUIDANCE
Check the status of your application periodically in the Trademark Status & 
Document Retrieval (TSDR) database to avoid missing critical deadlines.  

•

Update your correspondence email address to ensure you receive important USPTO 
notices about your application.  

•

Beware of trademark-related scams.  Protect yourself from people and companies that 
may try to take financial advantage of you.  Private companies may call you and pretend 
to be the USPTO or may send you communications that resemble official USPTO 
documents to trick you.  We will never request your credit card number or social security 
number over the phone.  Verify the correspondence originated from us by using your 
serial number in our database, TSDR, to confirm that it appears under the “Documents” 
tab, or contact the Trademark Assistance Center.  

•

Hiring a U.S.-licensed attorney.  If you do not have an attorney and are not required to •
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have one under the trademark rules, we encourage you to hire a U.S.-licensed attorney 
specializing in trademark law to help guide you through the registration process.  The 
USPTO examining attorney is not your attorney and cannot give you legal advice, but 
rather works for and represents the USPTO in trademark matters.  
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Word Mark USA FLAG

Goods/Services
IC 041 US 100 101 107
Arranging and conducting of sports events; Arranging and conducting youth 
sports programs in the field of flag football; Sport camp services.

Register SUPPLEMENTAL

Serial Number 97367238

Filing Date 2022-04-17T00:00:00

Original Filing Basis 1a

Current Filing Basis 1a

Registration Number 7290036

Date Registered 2024-01-23

Owner (REGISTRANT) USA Flag LLC (LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY; 
TEXAS, USA); 209 Trailwood Dr, Allen, TEXAS 75002, UNITED STATES

Type of Mark SERVICE MARK

Mark Drawing Code (4) STANDARD CHARACTER MARK

Disclaimer "FLAG"

Live Dead Indicator LIVE

Status REGISTERED

Attorney of Record Mark D. Nielsen

 
 

 May 11, 2024 5:54 PM Print: 
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Trademark Snap Shot Amendment & Mail Processing Stylesheet
(Table presents the data on Amendment & Mail Processing Complete)

OVERVIEW
 

SERIAL NUMBER 97724960 FILING DATE 12/20/2022

REG NUMBER 0000000 REG DATE N/A

REGISTER SUPPLEMENTAL MARK TYPE SERVICE MARK

INTL REG # N/A INTL REG DATE N/A

TM ATTORNEY PAYABYAB, EDWARD TAN L.O. ASSIGNED O10-NOT FOUND

PUB INFORMATION
 

RUN DATE 08/12/2024

PUB DATE N/A

STATUS 661-RESPONSE AFTER NON-FINAL ACTION - ENTERED

STATUS DATE 08/12/2024

LITERAL MARK ELEMENT USA FLAG

 

DATE ABANDONED N/A DATE CANCELLED N/A

SECTION 2F YES SECTION 2F IN PART NO

SECTION 8 NO SECTION 8 IN PART NO

SECTION 15 NO REPUB 12C N/A

RENEWAL FILED NO RENEWAL DATE N/A

DATE AMEND REG N/A    

FILING BASIS
 

FILED BASIS CURRENT BASIS AMENDED BASIS

1 (a) NO 1 (a) YES 1 (a) NO

1 (b) YES 1 (b) NO 1 (b) NO

44D NO 44D NO 44D NO

44E NO 44E NO 44E NO

66A NO 66A NO    

NO BASIS NO NO BASIS NO    

MARK DATA
 

STANDARD CHARACTER MARK YES

LITERAL MARK ELEMENT USA FLAG

MARK DRAWING CODE 4-STANDARD CHARACTER MARK

COLOR DRAWING FLAG NO

CURRENT OWNER INFORMATION
 

PARTY TYPE 10-ORIGINAL APPLICANT
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NAME USA Football, Inc.

ADDRESS 45 N. Pennsylvania Street
Suite 800
Indianapolis, IN 46204

ENTITY 99-non-profit corporation

CITIZENSHIP VIRGINIA

GOODS AND SERVICES
 

INTERNATIONAL CLASS 041

          DESCRIPTION TEXT Educational services, namely, conducting programs, classes, seminars, conferences,
workshops and exhibitions, displays, and interactive exhibits on football in the field of
player safety, coaching education, officiating education, and proper techniques, and
the distribution of educational materials in connection therewith, and the
development and distribution of educational materials in the nature of guides in hard
copy and electronic format, booklets that contain model rules in hard copy and
electronic format, and printed educational materials all in connection therewith on the
same topics; sports instruction services related to football; organizing, conducting
and operating a football league, football tournaments, football games, and football
exhibitions for entertainment purposes; sports training in the nature of player
development, performance training, and player talent and ability evaluation services
related to the game of football

INTERNATIONAL CLASS 042

          DESCRIPTION TEXT Development of voluntary standards in the form of model rules for football

GOODS AND SERVICES CLASSIFICATION
 

INTERNATIONAL
CLASS

041 FIRST USE DATE 08/05/2024 FIRST USE IN
COMMERCE
DATE

08/05/2024 CLASS STATUS 6-ACTIVE

INTERNATIONAL
CLASS

042 FIRST USE DATE 08/08/2024 FIRST USE IN
COMMERCE
DATE

08/08/2024 CLASS STATUS 6-ACTIVE

MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION/STATEMENTS
 

CHANGE IN REGISTRATION YES

OWNER OF US REG NOS 3182472    3241236    5172678   

PROSECUTION HISTORY
 

DATE ENT CD ENT TYPE DESCRIPTION ENT NUM

08/12/2024 TEME I TEAS/EMAIL CORRESPONDENCE ENTERED 025

08/12/2024 CRFA I CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED IN LAW OFFICE 024

08/12/2024 TROA I TEAS RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION RECEIVED 023

05/11/2024 GNRN O NOTIFICATION OF NON-FINAL ACTION E-MAILED 022

05/11/2024 GNRT F NON-FINAL ACTION E-MAILED 021

05/11/2024 CNRT R NON-FINAL ACTION WRITTEN 020

05/03/2024 EAAU I TEAS AMENDMENT OF USE RECEIVED 019

05/03/2024 PARI I TEAS VOLUNTARY AMENDMENT RECEIVED 018

03/06/2024 TEME I TEAS/EMAIL CORRESPONDENCE ENTERED 017

03/06/2024 CRFA I CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED IN LAW OFFICE 016
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03/06/2024 TROA I TEAS RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION RECEIVED 015

02/21/2024 EWAF I TEAS WITHDRAWAL OF ATTORNEY RECEIVED-FIRM RETAINS 014

02/21/2024 TCCA I TEAS CHANGE OF CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED 013

02/21/2024 ARAA I ATTORNEY/DOM.REP.REVOKED AND/OR APPOINTED 012

02/21/2024 REAP I TEAS REVOKE/APP/CHANGE ADDR OF ATTY/DOM REP RECEIVED 011

02/21/2024 CHAN I APPLICANT/CORRESPONDENCE CHANGES (NON-RESPONSIVE) ENTERED 010

02/21/2024 COAR I TEAS CHANGE OF OWNER ADDRESS RECEIVED 009

12/06/2023 XELG O APPLICATION EXTENSION GRANTED/RECEIPT PROVIDED 008

12/06/2023 XELR I APPLICATION EXTENSION TO RESPONSE PERIOD - RECEIVED 007

09/07/2023 GNRN O NOTIFICATION OF NON-FINAL ACTION E-MAILED 006

09/07/2023 GNRT F NON-FINAL ACTION E-MAILED 005

09/07/2023 CNRT R NON-FINAL ACTION WRITTEN 004

08/29/2023 DOCK D ASSIGNED TO EXAMINER 003

01/17/2023 NWOS I NEW APPLICATION OFFICE SUPPLIED DATA ENTERED 002

12/23/2022 NWAP I NEW APPLICATION ENTERED 001

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE INFORMATION
 

ATTORNEY Amie Peele

CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS Amie Peele
Peele Law Group, PC
49 Boone Village, Box 299
Zionsville, IN 46077

DOMESTIC REPRESENTATIVE NONE
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PTO- 1957

Approved for use through 01/31/2027. OMB 0651-0050

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number

Response to Office Action

The table below presents the data as entered.

Input Field Entered

SERIAL NUMBER 97724960

MARK SECTION

MARK mark

LITERAL ELEMENT USA FLAG

STANDARD CHARACTERS YES

USPTO-GENERATED IMAGE YES

MARK STATEMENT
The mark consists of standard characters, without claim to any particular font style,
size or color.

EVIDENCE SECTION

        EVIDENCE FILE NAME(S)

       ORIGINAL PDF FILE
evi_2607fb90d91a129f38fc7 5f654459c08-2024081208031
0051183_._Office_Action_R esponse_USA_FLAG_Ser._No. _97724960.pdf

       CONVERTED PDF FILE(S)
       (2 pages)

\\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml8\ ROA0002.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml8\ ROA0003.JPG

DESCRIPTION OF EVIDENCE FILE
Arguments in response to the Office's non-final action issued on May 11, 2024, are
attached hereto.

GOODS AND/OR SERVICES SECTION (041) (current)

INTERNATIONAL CLASS 041

DESCRIPTION

Educational services, namely, conducting programs, classes, seminars, conferences, workshops and exhibitions, displays, and interactive
exhibits on football in the field of player safety, coaching education, officiating education, and proper techniques, and the distribution of
educational materials in connection therewith, and the development and distribution of educational materials in the nature of guides in hard
copy and electronic format, booklets that contain model rules in hard copy and electronic format, and printed educational materials all in
connection therewith on the same topics; sports instruction services related to football; organizing, conducting and operating a football league,
football tournaments, football games, and football exhibitions; sports training in the nature of player development, performance training,
physical wellness training, and player talent and ability evaluation services related to the game of football

        FIRST USE ANYWHERE DATE At least as early as 04/02/2024

        FIRST USE IN COMMERCE DATE At least as early as 04/02/2024

FILING BASIS Section 1(b)

GOODS AND/OR SERVICES SECTION (041) (proposed)

INTERNATIONAL CLASS 041

TRACKED TEXT DESCRIPTION

Educational services, namely, conducting programs, classes, seminars, conferences, workshops and exhibitions, displays, and interactive
exhibits on football in the field of player safety, coaching education, officiating education, and proper techniques, and the distribution of
educational materials in connection therewith, and the development and distribution of educational materials in the nature of guides in hard
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copy and electronic format, booklets that contain model rules in hard copy and electronic format, and printed educational materials all in
connection therewith on the same topics; sports instruction services related to football; organizing, conducting and operating a football league,
football tournaments, football games, and football exhibitions; organizing, conducting and operating a football league, football tournaments,
football games, and football exhibitions for entertainment purposes; sports training in the nature of player development, performance training,
physical wellness training, and player talent and ability evaluation services related to the game of football; sports training in the nature of
player development, performance training, and player talent and ability evaluation services related to the game of football

FINAL DESCRIPTION

Educational services, namely, conducting programs, classes, seminars, conferences, workshops and exhibitions, displays, and interactive
exhibits on football in the field of player safety, coaching education, officiating education, and proper techniques, and the distribution of
educational materials in connection therewith, and the development and distribution of educational materials in the nature of guides in hard
copy and electronic format, booklets that contain model rules in hard copy and electronic format, and printed educational materials all in
connection therewith on the same topics; sports instruction services related to football; organizing, conducting and operating a football league,
football tournaments, football games, and football exhibitions for entertainment purposes; sports training in the nature of player development,
performance training, and player talent and ability evaluation services related to the game of football

       FIRST USE ANYWHERE DATE At least as early as 08/05/2024

       FIRST USE IN COMMERCE DATE At least as early as 08/05/2024

       STATEMENT TYPE

"The substitute (or new, or originally submitted, if appropriate) specimen(s)
was/were in use in commerce at least as early as the filing date of the
application"[for an application based on Section 1(a), Use in Commerce] OR "The
substitute (or new, or originally submitted, if appropriate) specimen(s)
was/were in use in commerce prior either to the filing of the Amendment to
Allege Use or expiration of the filing deadline for filing a Statement of Use" [for
an application based on Section 1(b) Intent-to-Use]. OR "The attached specimen is
a true copy of the specimen that was originally submitted with the application,
amendment to allege use, or statement of use" [for an illegible specimen].

       SPECIMEN FILE NAME(S)

       ORIGINAL PDF FILE
SPU0-2607fb90d91a129f38fc 75f654459c08-202408120803
10051183_._USA_FLAG_Speci men_Class_41_Final.pdf

       CONVERTED PDF FILE(S)
       (9 pages)

\\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml8\ ROA0004.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml8\ ROA0005.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml8\ ROA0006.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml8\ ROA0007.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml8\ ROA0008.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml8\ ROA0009.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml8\ ROA0010.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml8\ ROA0011.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml8\ ROA0012.JPG

       SPECIMEN DESCRIPTION
the Applicant's website depicting the mark in connection with the listed goods and
services

        WEBPAGE URL https://fdm.usafootball.com/game-types/non-contact

        WEBPAGE DATE OF ACCESS 08/05/2024

DELETED FILING BASIS 1(b)

GOODS AND/OR SERVICES SECTION (042) (current)

INTERNATIONAL CLASS 042

DESCRIPTION
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Development of voluntary standards in the form of model rules for football

        FIRST USE ANYWHERE DATE At least as early as 04/02/2024

        FIRST USE IN COMMERCE DATE At least as early as 04/02/2024

FILING BASIS Section 1(b)

GOODS AND/OR SERVICES SECTION (042) (proposed)

INTERNATIONAL CLASS 042

DESCRIPTION

Development of voluntary standards in the form of model rules for football

       FIRST USE ANYWHERE DATE At least as early as 08/08/2024

       FIRST USE IN COMMERCE DATE At least as early as 08/08/2024

       STATEMENT TYPE

"The substitute (or new, or originally submitted, if appropriate) specimen(s)
was/were in use in commerce at least as early as the filing date of the
application"[for an application based on Section 1(a), Use in Commerce] OR "The
substitute (or new, or originally submitted, if appropriate) specimen(s)
was/were in use in commerce prior either to the filing of the Amendment to
Allege Use or expiration of the filing deadline for filing a Statement of Use" [for
an application based on Section 1(b) Intent-to-Use]. OR "The attached specimen is
a true copy of the specimen that was originally submitted with the application,
amendment to allege use, or statement of use" [for an illegible specimen].

       SPECIMEN FILE NAME(S)

       ORIGINAL PDF FILE
SPU1-2607fb90d91a129f38fc 75f654459c08-202408120803
10051183_._USA_FLAG_Speci men_Class_42.pdf

       CONVERTED PDF FILE(S)
       (26 pages)

\\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml8\ ROA0013.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml8\ ROA0014.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml8\ ROA0015.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml8\ ROA0016.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml8\ ROA0017.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml8\ ROA0018.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml8\ ROA0019.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml8\ ROA0020.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml8\ ROA0021.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml8\ ROA0022.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml8\ ROA0023.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml8\ ROA0024.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml8\ ROA0025.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml8\ ROA0026.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml8\ ROA0027.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml8\ ROA0028.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml8\ ROA0029.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml8\ ROA0030.JPG
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        \\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml8\ ROA0031.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml8\ ROA0032.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml8\ ROA0033.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml8\ ROA0034.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml8\ ROA0035.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml8\ ROA0036.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml8\ ROA0037.JPG

        \\TICRS\EXPORT18\IMAGEOUT 18\977\249\97724960\xml8\ ROA0038.JPG

       SPECIMEN DESCRIPTION an electonic copy of the Applicant's rulebook for USA FLAG football

        WEBPAGE URL
https://fdm.usafootball.com/docs/default-source/default-document-library/usa-
flag-7's-rulebook.pdf

        WEBPAGE DATE OF ACCESS 08/08/2024

DELETED FILING BASIS 1(b)

CORRESPONDENCE INFORMATION

NAME Amie Peele

PRIMARY EMAIL ADDRESS FOR CORRESPONDENCE apeele@peelelawgroup.com

SECONDARY EMAIL ADDRESS(ES) (COURTESY COPIES)
ahodges@peelelawgroup.com; afernandez@peelelawgroup.com;
docketing@peelelawgroup.com; aricchiuto@peelelawgroup.com

DOCKET/REFERENCE NUMBER 20011.00129

SIGNATURE SECTION

DECLARATION SIGNATURE /Jamie Riley/

SIGNATORY'S NAME Jamie Riley

SIGNATORY'S POSITION Chief Operating Officer

SIGNATORY'S PHONE NUMBER 3175139876

DATE SIGNED 08/12/2024

SIGNATURE METHOD Sent to third party for signature

RESPONSE SIGNATURE /ashleyhodges/

SIGNATORY'S NAME Ashley Hodges

SIGNATORY'S POSITION Attorney of Record

DATE SIGNED 08/12/2024

ROLE OF AUTHORIZED SIGNATORY Authorized U.S.-Licensed Attorney

SIGNATURE METHOD Sent to third party for signature

FILING INFORMATION SECTION

SUBMIT DATE Mon Aug 12 11:31:44 ET 2024

TEAS STAMP

USPTO/ROA-XXXX:XXXX:XXXX:
XXXX:XXXX:XXXX:XXXX:XXXX-
20240812113144638374-9772
4960-85061485313cb465ad47
dcd6a8192d1de74f82f3746ed
cf2c8073e08421340a436-N/A
-N/A-20240812080310051183
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PTO- 1957

Approved for use through 01/31/2027. OMB 0651-0050

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number

Response to Office Action
To the Commissioner for Trademarks:

Application serial no. 97724960 USA FLAG(Standard Characters, see https://tmng-al.uspto.gov/resting2/api/img/97724960/large) has been
amended as follows:

EVIDENCE
Evidence has been attached: Arguments in response to the Office's non-final action issued on May 11, 2024, are attached hereto.
Original PDF file:
evi_2607fb90d91a129f38fc7 5f654459c08-2024081208031 0051183_._Office_Action_R esponse_USA_FLAG_Ser._No. _97724960.pdf
Converted PDF file(s) ( 2 pages) Evidence-1Evidence-2

CLASSIFICATION AND LISTING OF GOODS/SERVICES

Applicant proposes to amend the following:

Current: 
Class 041 for Educational services, namely, conducting programs, classes, seminars, conferences, workshops and exhibitions, displays, and
interactive exhibits on football in the field of player safety, coaching education, officiating education, and proper techniques, and the distribution
of educational materials in connection therewith, and the development and distribution of educational materials in the nature of guides in hard
copy and electronic format, booklets that contain model rules in hard copy and electronic format, and printed educational materials all in
connection therewith on the same topics; sports instruction services related to football; organizing, conducting and operating a football league,
football tournaments, football games, and football exhibitions; sports training in the nature of player development, performance training, physical
wellness training, and player talent and ability evaluation services related to the game of football
Filing Basis: Section 1(b), Intent to Use: For a trademark or service mark application: The applicant believes the applicant is entitled to use
the mark in commerce on or in connection with the goods or services specified in the application; the applicant has a bona fide intention to use
the mark in commerce and had a bona fide intention to use the mark in commerce as of the application filing date. For a collective trademark,
collective service mark, collective membership mark, or certification mark application: The applicant has a bona fide intention, and is entitled,
to exercise legitimate control over the use of the mark in commerce and had a bona fide intention, and was entitled, to exercise legitimate control
over the use of the mark in commerce as of the application filing date. For a certification mark application: The applicant will not engage in the
production or marketing of the goods/services to which the mark is applied, except to advertise or promote recognition of the certification
program or of the goods/services that meet the certification standards of the applicant.

In International Class 041, the mark was first used at least as early as 04/02/2024 and first used in commerce at least as early as 04/02/2024.

Proposed: 

Tracked Text Description: Educational services, namely, conducting programs, classes, seminars, conferences, workshops and exhibitions,
displays, and interactive exhibits on football in the field of player safety, coaching education, officiating education, and proper techniques, and
the distribution of educational materials in connection therewith, and the development and distribution of educational materials in the nature of
guides in hard copy and electronic format, booklets that contain model rules in hard copy and electronic format, and printed educational materials
all in connection therewith on the same topics; sports instruction services related to football; organizing, conducting and operating a football
league, football tournaments, football games, and football exhibitions; organizing, conducting and operating a football league, football
tournaments, football games, and football exhibitions for entertainment purposes; sports training in the nature of player development,
performance training, physical wellness training, and player talent and ability evaluation services related to the game of football; sports training
in the nature of player development, performance training, and player talent and ability evaluation services related to the game of football

Class 041 for Educational services, namely, conducting programs, classes, seminars, conferences, workshops and exhibitions, displays, and
interactive exhibits on football in the field of player safety, coaching education, officiating education, and proper techniques, and the distribution
of educational materials in connection therewith, and the development and distribution of educational materials in the nature of guides in hard
copy and electronic format, booklets that contain model rules in hard copy and electronic format, and printed educational materials all in
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connection therewith on the same topics; sports instruction services related to football; organizing, conducting and operating a football league,
football tournaments, football games, and football exhibitions for entertainment purposes; sports training in the nature of player development,
performance training, and player talent and ability evaluation services related to the game of football

Deleted Filing Basis: 1(b)
In International Class 041, the mark was first used at least as early as 08/05/2024 . and first used in commerce at least as early as 08/05/2024 .

Applicant hereby submits one(or more) specimen(s) for Class 041. The specimen(s) submitted consists of the Applicant's website depicting the
mark in connection with the listed goods and services.
"The substitute (or new, or originally submitted, if appropriate) specimen(s) was/were in use in commerce at least as early as the filing
date of the application"[for an application based on Section 1(a), Use in Commerce] OR "The substitute (or new, or originally submitted, if
appropriate) specimen(s) was/were in use in commerce prior either to the filing of the Amendment to Allege Use or expiration of the
filing deadline for filing a Statement of Use" [for an application based on Section 1(b) Intent-to-Use]. OR "The attached specimen is a true
copy of the specimen that was originally submitted with the application, amendment to allege use, or statement of use" [for an illegible
specimen].
Original PDF file:
SPU0-2607fb90d91a129f38fc 75f654459c08-202408120803 10051183_._USA_FLAG_Speci men_Class_41_Final.pdf
Converted PDF file(s) ( 9 pages) Specimen File1Specimen File2Specimen File3Specimen File4Specimen File5Specimen File6Specimen
File7Specimen File8Specimen File9

Webpage URL: https://fdm.usafootball.com/game-types/non-contact
Webpage Date of Access: 08/05/2024

Applicant proposes to amend the following:

Current: 
Class 042 for Development of voluntary standards in the form of model rules for football
Filing Basis: Section 1(b), Intent to Use: For a trademark or service mark application: The applicant believes the applicant is entitled to use
the mark in commerce on or in connection with the goods or services specified in the application; the applicant has a bona fide intention to use
the mark in commerce and had a bona fide intention to use the mark in commerce as of the application filing date. For a collective trademark,
collective service mark, collective membership mark, or certification mark application: The applicant has a bona fide intention, and is entitled,
to exercise legitimate control over the use of the mark in commerce and had a bona fide intention, and was entitled, to exercise legitimate control
over the use of the mark in commerce as of the application filing date. For a certification mark application: The applicant will not engage in the
production or marketing of the goods/services to which the mark is applied, except to advertise or promote recognition of the certification
program or of the goods/services that meet the certification standards of the applicant.

In International Class 042, the mark was first used at least as early as 04/02/2024 and first used in commerce at least as early as 04/02/2024.

Proposed: 
Class 042 for Development of voluntary standards in the form of model rules for football

Deleted Filing Basis: 1(b)
In International Class 042, the mark was first used at least as early as 08/08/2024 . and first used in commerce at least as early as 08/08/2024 .

Applicant hereby submits one(or more) specimen(s) for Class 042. The specimen(s) submitted consists of an electonic copy of the Applicant's
rulebook for USA FLAG football.
"The substitute (or new, or originally submitted, if appropriate) specimen(s) was/were in use in commerce at least as early as the filing
date of the application"[for an application based on Section 1(a), Use in Commerce] OR "The substitute (or new, or originally submitted, if
appropriate) specimen(s) was/were in use in commerce prior either to the filing of the Amendment to Allege Use or expiration of the
filing deadline for filing a Statement of Use" [for an application based on Section 1(b) Intent-to-Use]. OR "The attached specimen is a true
copy of the specimen that was originally submitted with the application, amendment to allege use, or statement of use" [for an illegible
specimen].
Original PDF file:
SPU1-2607fb90d91a129f38fc 75f654459c08-202408120803 10051183_._USA_FLAG_Speci men_Class_42.pdf
Converted PDF file(s) ( 26 pages) Specimen File1Specimen File2Specimen File3Specimen File4Specimen File5Specimen File6Specimen
File7Specimen File8Specimen File9Specimen File10Specimen File11Specimen File12Specimen File13Specimen File14Specimen
File15Specimen File16Specimen File17Specimen File18Specimen File19Specimen File20Specimen File21Specimen File22Specimen
File23Specimen File24Specimen File25Specimen File26
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Webpage URL: https://fdm.usafootball.com/docs/default-source/default-document-library/usa-flag-7's-rulebook.pdf
Webpage Date of Access: 08/08/2024

Correspondence Information 
      Amie Peele
      PRIMARY EMAIL FOR CORRESPONDENCE: apeele@peelelawgroup.com
      SECONDARY EMAIL ADDRESS(ES) (COURTESY COPIES): ahodges@peelelawgroup.com; afernandez@peelelawgroup.com;
docketing@peelelawgroup.com; aricchiuto@peelelawgroup.com

The docket/reference number is 20011.00129.

Requirement for Email and Electronic Filing: I understand that a valid email address must be maintained by the owner/holder and the
owner's/holder's attorney, if appointed, and that all official trademark correspondence must be submitted via the Trademark Electronic
Application System (TEAS).

SIGNATURE(S)
Declaration Signature

DECLARATION: The signatory being warned that willful false statements and the like are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both,
under 18 U.S.C. § 1001, and that such willful false statements and the like may jeopardize the validity of the application or submission or
any registration resulting therefrom, declares that, if the applicant submitted the application or allegation of use (AOU) unsigned, all
statements in the application or AOU and this submission based on the signatory's own knowledge are true, and all statements in the
application or AOU and this submission made on information and belief are believed to be true.

STATEMENTS FOR UNSIGNED SECTION 1(a) APPLICATION/AOU: If the applicant filed an unsigned application under 15 U.S.C.
§1051(a) or AOU under 15 U.S.C. §1051(c), the signatory additionally believes that: the applicant is the owner of the mark sought to be
registered; the mark is in use in commerce and was in use in commerce as of the filing date of the application or AOU on or in connection with
the goods/services/collective membership organization in the application or AOU; the original specimen(s), if applicable, shows the mark in use
in commerce as of the filing date of the application or AOU on or in connection with the goods/services/collective membership organization in
the application or AOU; for a collective trademark, collective service mark, collective membership mark application, or certification mark
application, the applicant is exercising legitimate control over the use of the mark in commerce and was exercising legitimate control over the
use of the mark in commerce as of the filing date of the application or AOU; for a certification mark application, the applicant is not engaged in
the production or marketing of the goods/services to which the mark is applied, except to advertise or promote recognition of the certification
program or of the goods/services that meet the certification standards of the applicant. To the best of the signatory's knowledge and belief, no
other persons, except, if applicable, authorized users, members, and/or concurrent users, have the right to use the mark in commerce,
either in the identical form or in such near resemblance as to be likely, when used on or in connection with the goods/services/collective
membership organization of such other persons, to cause confusion or mistake, or to deceive.

STATEMENTS FOR UNSIGNED SECTION 1(b)/SECTION 44 APPLICATION AND FOR SECTION 66(a)
COLLECTIVE/CERTIFICATION MARK APPLICATION: If the applicant filed an unsigned application under 15 U.S.C. §§ 1051(b),
1126(d), and/or 1126(e), or filed a collective/certification mark application under 15 U.S.C. §1141f(a), the signatory additionally believes that:
for a trademark or service mark application, the applicant is entitled to use the mark in commerce on or in connection with the goods/services
specified in the application; the applicant has a bona fide intention to use the mark in commerce and had a bona fide intention to use the mark in
commerce as of the application filing date; for a collective trademark, collective service mark, collective membership mark, or certification
mark application, the applicant has a bona fide intention, and is entitled, to exercise legitimate control over the use of the mark in commerce and
had a bona fide intention, and was entitled, to exercise legitimate control over the use of the mark in commerce as of the application filing date;
the signatory is properly authorized to execute the declaration on behalf of the applicant; for a certification mark application, the applicant will
not engage in the production or marketing of the goods/services to which the mark is applied, except to advertise or promote recognition of the
certification program or of the goods/services that meet the certification standards of the applicant. To the best of the signatory's knowledge
and belief, no other persons, except, if applicable, authorized users, members, and/or concurrent users, have the right to use the mark in
commerce, either in the identical form or in such near resemblance as to be likely, when used on or in connection with the
goods/services/collective membership organization of such other persons, to cause confusion or mistake, or to deceive.

Signature: /Jamie Riley/      Date: 08/12/2024
Signatory's Name: Jamie Riley
Signatory's Position: Chief Operating Officer
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Signatory's Phone Number: 3175139876

Signature method: Sent to third party for signature

Response Signature
Signature: /ashleyhodges/     Date: 08/12/2024
Signatory's Name: Ashley Hodges
Signatory's Position: Attorney of Record
Signature method: Sent to third party for signature

The signatory has confirmed that he/she is a U.S.-licensed attorney who is an active member in good standing of the bar of the highest court of a
U.S. state (including the District of Columbia and any U.S. Commonwealth or territory); and he/she is currently the owner's/holder's attorney or
an associate thereof; and to the best of his/her knowledge, if prior to his/her appointment another U.S.-licensed attorney not currently associated
with his/her company/firm previously represented the owner/holder in this matter: the owner/holder has revoked their power of attorney by a
signed revocation or substitute power of attorney with the USPTO; the USPTO has granted that attorney's withdrawal request; the owner/holder
has filed a power of attorney appointing him/her in this matter; or the owner's/holder's appointed U.S.-licensed attorney has filed a power of
attorney appointing him/her as an associate attorney in this matter.

Mailing Address:    Amie Peele
   Peele Law Group, PC
   
   49 Boone Village, Box 299
   Zionsville, Indiana 46077
Mailing Address:    Amie Peele
   Peele Law Group, PC
   49 Boone Village, Box 299
   Zionsville, Indiana 46077
        
Serial Number: 97724960
Internet Transmission Date: Mon Aug 12 11:31:44 ET 2024
TEAS Stamp: USPTO/ROA-XXXX:XXXX:XXXX:XXXX:XXXX:XXXX:
XXXX:XXXX-20240812113144638374-97724960-
85061485313cb465ad47dcd6a8192d1de74f82f3
746edcf2c8073e08421340a436-N/A-N/A-20240
812080310051183
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To: Amie Peele(apeele@peelelawgroup.com)

Subject: U.S. Trademark Application Serial No. 97724960 - USA FLAG - - 
20011.00129

Sent: October 04, 2024 08:32:44 PM EDT

Sent As: tmng.notices@uspto.gov

Attachments

United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO)
Office Action (Official Letter) About Applicant’s Trademark Application

U.S. Application Serial No. 97724960

Mark:  USA FLAG

Correspondence Address:  
Amie Peele 
Peele Law Group, PC 
49 Boone Village, Box 299 
Zionsville IN 46077  
United States

Applicant:  USA Football, Inc.

Reference/Docket No. 20011.00129

Correspondence Email Address:  apeele@peelelawgroup.com

 
 

SUSPENSION NOTICE 
No Response Required

 

Issue date:  October 4, 2024

The application is suspended for the reason(s) specified below.  See 37 C.F.R. §2.67; TMEP §§716 et 
seq.  
 
Application suspended until legal proceeding(s) involving the applied-for mark is resolved.  The 
legal proceeding(s) below involves (1) a registered mark that conflicts with applicant’s mark under 
Trademark Act Section 2(d), (2) a mark in a pending application(s) that could conflict with applicant’s 
mark under Section 2(d) if it registers, and/or (3) the registrability of applicant’s mark.  15 U.S.C. 
§1052; see 37 C.F.R. §2.83; TMEP §§716.02(a), (c)-(d), 1208 et seq.  Because the outcome of this 
proceeding(s) could directly affect whether applicant’s mark can register, action on this application is 
suspended until the proceeding(s) is resolved.  See 37 C.F.R. §2.67; TMEP §§716.02(a), (c)-(d).  
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Civil Action No(s).  4:23-cv-00465-ALM 
 
Refusal(s) and/or requirement(s) resolved and maintained and continued.  The following refusal(s) 
and/or requirement(s) are satisfied:  
 

FAILURE TO FUNCTION•
SPECIMEN UNACCEPTABLE•
IDENTIFICATION UNACCEPTABLE •

 
See TMEP §713.02.  
 
The following refusal(s) and/or requirement(s) is/are maintained and continued:  
 

SECTION 2(d) REFUSAL -- LIKELIHOOD OF CONFUSION•
 
See id.  These refusal(s) and/or requirement(s) will be made final once this application is removed from 
suspension, unless a new issue arises.  See TMEP §716.01.
 
Suspension process.  The USPTO will periodically check this application to determine if it should 
remain suspended.  See TMEP §716.04.  As needed, the trademark examining attorney will issue a 
letter to applicant to inquire about the status of the reason for the suspension.  TMEP §716.05.  
 
No response required.  Applicant may file a response, but is not required to do so.  

 

/Edward Payabyab/
Edward Payabyab
Examining Attorney 
LO128--LAW OFFICE 128
(571) 272-0021
Edward.Payabyab@USPTO.GOV
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United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO)

USPTO OFFICIAL NOTICE

Office Action (Official Letter) has issued 
on October 4, 2024 for 

U.S. Trademark Application Serial No.  97724960

A USPTO examining attorney has reviewed your trademark application and issued an Office 
action.  You may be required to respond to this Office action.  Follow the steps below.

(1) Read the Office action.  This email is NOT the Office action.

(2) Respond to the Office action, if a response is required. Respond by deadline using the 
Trademark Electronic Application System (TEAS). Your response must be received by the 
USPTO on or before 11:59 p.m. Eastern Time of the last day of the response period. 
Otherwise, your application will be abandoned. See the Office action itself regarding how to 
respond.

(3) Direct general questions about using USPTO electronic forms, the USPTO website, the 
application process, the status of your application, and whether there are outstanding deadlines 
to the Trademark Assistance Center (TAC).

After reading the Office action, address any question(s) regarding the specific content to the 
USPTO examining attorney identified in the Office action.

GENERAL GUIDANCE
Check the status of your application periodically in the Trademark Status & 
Document Retrieval (TSDR) database to avoid missing critical deadlines.

•

Update your correspondence email addressto ensure you receive important USPTO 
notices about your application.

•

Beware of trademark-related scams. Protect yourself from people and companies that 
may try to take financial advantage of you. Private companies may call you and pretend 
to be the USPTO or may send you communications that resemble official USPTO 
documents to trick you. We will never request your credit card number or social security 
number over the phone. Verify the correspondence originated from us by using your 
Serial Number in our database, TSDR, to confirm that it appears under the “Documents” 
tab, or contact the Trademark Assistance Center.

•

Hiring a U.S.-licensed attorney. If you do not have an attorney and are not required to •
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have one under the trademark rules, we encourage you to hire a U.S.-licensed attorney 
specializing in trademark law to help guide you through the registration process. The 
USPTO examining attorney is not your attorney and cannot give you legal advice, but 
rather works for and represents the USPTO in trademark matters.
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